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npHE chief purposes contemplated in the present publica- 
•^ tion, are briefly as follows : 

1. To famish Ministers of the Gospel, and those who, 
in Theological Seminaries, are preparing for the Ministry, 
with models of Public Devotion, approved apd recom- 
mended by the Church, that may facilitate that study of 
^ the best writers on the subject," which is enjoined by the 
Directory of Worship, upon all who lead in the pubho 
offices of religion. 

2. To provide laymen, who, in remote and destitute 
settlements, may be called upon, in the absence of Minis- 
ters, to conduct religious exercises, with such aids as they 
naturally require. 

3. To supply a deficiency long felt and frequently ac- 
knowledged, in the case of Chaplains in the Army and 
Navy, and persons officiating from time to time on board 
the vessels of our merchant service ; many of whom, for 
want of such assistance as this volume is designed to 
afford, have been led to adopt forms of worship peculiar 
to other denominations. 
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4. Ifc is also believed, that the wide circulation of such 
a Book of Public Devotions, among the laity of the Church, 
would tend to promote a deeper interest in the services of 
the Sanctuary, and a more correct appreciation of the 
dignity and value of the noinistrations of God's House, 
than at present prevail. 

On the other hand, it need scarcely be added, that no 
thought is entertained of seeking for this or any other 
Form of Worship an adoption by ecclesiastical courts, that 
would impose it upon the churches for compulsory ob- 
servance. The authorship of these forms, and the frequent 
sanction bestowed upon them in former times by the 
Church, sufficiently authorize that free consultation and 
voluntary use, which are all that is expected or desired in 
their behalf. 



INTRODUCTION. 

rpHE Cburclies of tbe Reformed or Presb3^erian family^ 
-*" wliile giving less prominence to the subject of ritual- 
ism tban some other Protestant denominations, have never 
been justly open to the charge of neglecting the decency 
and order of Grod's House. In their Liturgies, and Di- 
rectories of Worship, they have at all times made full 
provision for the due performance of public religious 
rites. It is true that the formularies prepared with this 
view, have constituted a class by themselves, with char- 
acteristics entirely their own. On this account, they have 
been generally overlooked by those who have searched 
for any thing like the ancient and prescriptive rituals 
that exist in the prelatic Churches. 

The peculiarities that so distinguish the Presbyterian 
Liturgies, relate to their structure, derivation, and mode 
of observance. The rituals of the Lutheran and Ang- 
lican Churches consist of materials that claim a remote 
antiquity, having been handed down through Roman 
and Oriental channels, from a period prior to the Ref-* 
ormation. But the Reformed worship, in connection 
with that doctrinal system to which it is allied, is con- 
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X IHTRODTTCTION. 

structed upon elements purely Scriptural; and so far as 
it is of human composition, asserts for itself no authorship 
more ancient than that of the Divines of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. The former, to some extent, follow the complicated 
and involved arrangement of the mediaeval type; while 
the latter is distinguished by a natural and logical 
order, and extreme simplicity of style. And lastly, these 
forms of service differ from such as are more ceremonial 
and more ancient, by the fact that they are not set 
forth for constant repetition; but leave to the ojfficiating 
minister a wide freedom of' omission or interpolation, 
acc(»'ding to the exigencies of the occasion; and bind 
him only to a general conformity with the method laid 
down. 

That these peculiarities characterize, almost without 
exception, the numerous formulkries of worship existing 
in the various branches of the Presbyterian Church, 
would be Unaccountable but for the fact of their com- 
mon origin. The master-mind to whom that Church is 
indebted for the new statement of her apostolic discip- 
line and doctrine, elaborated also a pattern of publio 
prayer for the celebration of ecclesiastical ordinances, 
closely framed upon the teachings of that Divine Rule, 
whence he derived every other part of the grand 
system to which his name haa been affixed. The Di- 
yinea of other Reformed countries appear, without mar- 
terial deviation, to have copied the forms of worship 
established at Geneva by Calvin. 

The Reformed worship was inaugurated at Geneva in 
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the year 1535, when ihe reformer Farel introdtioed the 
Protestant doctrines into the puljnt of the cathedral of 
that city, and began to celebrate the ordinances of re- 
ligion in the ynlgar t<»igiie. It was maiQ ptoperl^, how- 
ever, in the year 1543, that Calyin, npon his return from 
Strasburg, commenced the use of a litui^, which he- 
had prepared daring his banishment, and- which was 
now set forth as the general order of Divine service. 
From that time to the present, it has continued in con- 
stant observance, and though unfortunately subjected to 
some modifications^ suiting it to the loose doctrines 
which of late years have been preached in the pulpit 
of Calvin, that liturgy may now be heard substantially 
the same in all the churches of the city and canton of 
Geneva. 

The Beformed Churches of France received, in the year 
1559, not only the Confession of Faith, and the Form of 
Discipline, which at their solicitation had been drawn up 
for them by the great theologian of Geneva, but also the 
Form of Church Prayers and Administration of Sacra- 
ments, prepared by him. These were forthwith adopted 
by enactment of the National Synod^ and made binding 
upon all the ministers of the Reform in France. Can- 
didates for the sacred office were required to give their 
ngnature to an engagement of adherence to this estab<> 
lished order.' And in the subsequent conventions of 
that highest ecclesiastical body, until dissolved one hun- 
dred years afiter by the persecuting gofemment, pro- 
vision cpntinued to be ma4e for the careful and liniyei^ 
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sal maiBtenance of that form of worship which had 
been found so conduciye to the edification and comfort 
of believers. 

The Waidenses of Piedmont, representing a race that 
for centuries, had contended for the apostolic faith and 
discipline, sent, in the dixteenth century, their delegates 
to the newly-Reformed Churches of Switzerland, for the 
purpose of ascertaining more definitely the nature of their 
movement, and giving their adhesion to an evaDgeiical 
system of truth. These priinjtive Christians accepted as 
their own the Confession of Faith established by Calvin ; 
and they likewise adopted the Reformed Liturgy, which 
they have continued to use down to the present day. 
Within a few years, to render more perfect the uniformity 
of their worship, they have re-moulded the four or five 
slfghtly-difiering formularies in vogue among them, as 
received from other Presbyterian Churches^ and have set 
forth a revised ritual, under the title of " The Liturgy of 
the Evangelical Church of the Valleys." 

In Holland, as early as 1566, the Liturgy of Calvin, 
after various modifications, oame into general use. It 
was in 1574, however, that a decree of the Synod of 
Holland and Zealand established it as the universal order 
of worship. Though differing more than any other of the 
Reformed rituals from the original, this liturgy will yet 
be seen, by its general structure and pervading ideas, to 
belong to the same category, and derive its characteristic 
features from the same source. It h^s been in prevalent 
use, since its promulgation, among all the Churches of 
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die Netherlands. The ferms for the ordinary tenricoB of 
worship have in part become obsolete; but the more 
essential offices of Commmuon, Baptism, and Ordination, 
are still celebrated both in the mother country and in her 
colonial possessionB of South Africa and the East Indies, 
as well as in the United States. 

The German Reformed Churches of the Palatinate pro- 
mulgated, in the year 1563, that admirable system of doc- 
trine which has been called, from the city where it was 
prepared, the "Heidelberg Catechism.'' At the same 
period the Divines of that city introduced the Reformed 
worship, corresponding substantially with the forms of the 
Walloon and other Calvinistic Churches. The variation 
from the Genevan ritual is but slight. 

The Evangelical Churches in the French-speaking can- 
tons of Switzerland have adopted, with various alterations, 
the Liturgy of Geneva. The most interesting aspect un- 
der which this ritual has been presented .among those 
Churches, is the ^rery beautiful formulary prepared in the 
early part of the last century^^ for the Church of Neuchatel. 
Founded upon the old established service-book of Calvin, 
it embodies many remarkable improvements, couceived in 
the purest devotional spirit, and arranged with marked 
discrimination. This formulary has been partially made 
known in America, by means of a very imperfect transla- 
tion, now used at the Huguenot Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina. It is not generally known^ however, diat 
this excellent work was the production of the famous John 
Frederic O^tervald, the learned and pious theologian of 
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Neuchatel, the translator and commentator of the French 
Bible. Published first in 1?13, this liturgy has been in 
use et&t since, among the chntches of that canton of 
Switzerland. 

We come now to speak of the action of that Church 
from which, more immediately, our own branch of Presby- 
terianism has sprung, with reference to a provision for the 
puUic ordinances of. religion. It was in 1559 that John 
Enox, returning from an exile spent chiefly in the city 
of Oenera, at the feet of his friend and teacher, Calvin, 
brought with him to Scotland a version of the Genevan 
liturgy. He had already been in the habit of using it 
as the order of worship among the English congregations 
in that city. This form of service he at once submitted 
to the General Assembly for adoption ; and, by order of 
that supreme ecclesiastical authority, it was commanded 
to be printed, being 'thought necessary and profitable 
for the Church." In 1560 it was directed that "the 
Sacraments should be administered" after &e " Book of 
our Comtnon Ord§r;" and again, that "a uniform order, 
eliould be kept in the ministration of the sacraments, ^c, 
according to the Eirk of Geneva." The formulary thus 
adopted, continued in more or less extensive use until the 
period of the Assembly of Divines, who met at West- 
minster in the year 1643, for the purpose of preparing a 
common Confession of Faith, Order of Discipline, and 
Form of Worship for the Churches of Great Britain. 

The enactments of the Church of Scotland, during the 
period of her freedom, from the yoke of Prelacy, were 
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veiy explicit in relation to ber adopted and prescribed 
forms of worsbip. We find tbem referred to, again and 
again, in the proceedings of tbe General Assembiies. It 
was ordered tbat no alterations ot additions be made in 
the established forms ; that readers be required to confine 
themselves to tbe appointed modes of prayer ; that minis- 
ters proidde themselves with tbat Order in prayer and ad* 
ministration of sacraments. The same formulary was, in 
1567, by order of tbe Assembly, translated into Gaelic, 
for the use of the northern Churches. In 16^0, a Scottish 
clergyman speaks of it as tbe only ^'warrantable form 
directed or approven by tbe Eirk,'' and habitually used. 
It is stated by a contemporary writer, tbat as late as 1948, 
the Enoxian Liturgy continued to be the common ritual 
of the Church. 

The laws of the Church of Scotland, on this subject, 
have never been repealed ; nor. has any rejection of this 
ancient Presbyterian Liturgy occurred in bw legidation. 
It has never, indeed, appeared that thwe even existed a dis- 
position to cast aside these forms, of w]iich various editicws 
were published — imdoubtedly in accordance with the de- 
mands of the Church— down to the veiy year in which 
the Assembly at Westminster commenced its sittings. 

It may seem to militate against this view of the high 
esteem in wbich^ tbus far, the Book of Common Order was 
held, that the Westminster Assembly should have pro- 
mulgated a new form of worship, which at once superseded 
the use of the older one. But^ taking into consideration 
the project with which the transactions of that body were 
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oonnected, it is ea^ to conceive ihat this, change should 
have been made, and concurred in by the Church of Scot- 
land, in hope of the benefits of an extensive agreement and 
conformity, to be realized upon the adoption of an entirely 
new platform. This project of a " Uniformity in Beligion" 
was divulged in the Solemn League and Covenant, agreed 
upon in 1643 by commissioners of the Churchy of Scot- 
land, and by the Parliament and the Assembly of Divines 
in 'England, and afterward subscribed by great numbers 
of the people of both countries. One of the articles of that 
docimient binds the isubscribers to "endeavour to bring 
the Churches of God, in the three kingdoms, to the nearest 
conjunction and uniformity in religion, confession of fjEuth, 
form of Church government, directory for worship, and 
catechising.'' 

A little, before the meeting of the Assembly, in 1641, the 
Scottish Book of Common Order was reprinted at London, 
in abridged form, and " presented to the most high court 
of Parliament." A second edition of this work appeared 
during the session of that 4)ody, in 1643, with a similar 
dedication. There can be little doubt that these reprints 
were procured with a view to the adoption of the Scottish 
formulary by Parliament, as the established order of wor- 
ship under the new state of things. Such probably was 
also the design of " The new Book of Scotland," issued in 
1644; another synopsis of Knox's Liturgy. And al- 
though, from the fact that the records of > the Assembly 
have been destroyed, it is difficult to trace the influences 
that may have operated in the preparation of the new 
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IHrectory, there are plentifbl evidences in that woil: itself 
that the old litui^ was not ignored or rejected by its 
framers ; nay, that it was to be, to some extent at least, 
incorporated with the Assembly's book. We find pa^ 
sages where even the language of Enoz's ritual is pre- 
served ; while the method is almost always the same.* 

Here the record of Presbyterian usage, in the matter of 
written forms of worship, must end. From the statements 
that have been made, it will be seen, that this historic 
testimony of the CSiurch stands unmistakably in favor of 
a discretionary use of the ^ best helps" that can be ob^ 
tained for the perfoiteance of Divine services. At the 
time of the ReformatioD, each of the various national 
branches of Fresbyterianism adopted a liturgy. To this 
hctj there is not a solitary exception. And further, with- 
but one exception, each of the national Presbyterian 
Churches of Europe has retained, down to the present 
day, with greater or less modification, its particular lit- 
urgy. The Church of Scotland, which for a hundred 
years had preserved these written forms, finally laid them 
aside, not of her own choice and preference, but in con- 
cession to a plan of uniformity with other Churches, in the 
use of a common Directory for Worship. 

The adoption of a liturgy is peculiarly consonant 
with the spirit and usage of the Presbyterian Church. 
That A body, characterized by strict and scrupulous ad- 
herence to established formulas of doctrine and discipline, 
should make full provision for the proper celebration of 

♦ See Appendix. 
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inrorship, appeals most suitable and natural. And akhongli, 
in the Ohurcli of Scotlabd, bitter enmity to forms of 
prayer has long existed, arising out of arbitrary attompta 
to enforce an obnoxious liturgy, in . times of civil commo- 
tion, there has never been a single enactment of our 
Church to forbid or condemn the introduction or revival <^ 
this her former practice. It is a &ct of no little meaning, 

* 

that when the Presbyterian Church in this country was 
organized on a national basis, there was a proposal^ qa 
the part of influential Divines, to introduce a discretionary 
form of public prayer. Such a form was prepared, print* 
ed, and presented for approval to the Synod, by a com- 
mittee duly appointed, and was advocated by some of the 
nv>st distinguished ministers of the period, among others, 
by the late venerable Ashbel Green, D JD. In the present 
volume, aome extracts firom that work will be found. . 
• We pass from this survey of the history of the Re- 
formed liturgies, to a brief examination of their structure. 
Modelled after no complicated forms produced by slow 
accumulation in previous ages, this order of worship is al 
once distinguished for the simplicity and the logical per- 
fection of its arrangement A sentence of Invocation, upon 
the utterance of which the people rise, begins the ordinary 
service of the Lord's Day. The Law is then rehearsed ; 
and the worshipper, having heard its requirements, is in- 
vited to draw near, and acknowledge his sins before God. 
Then the Gospel declaration of forgiveness is announced, 
for the comfort of the contrite believer. This penitential 
ofBce is preliminary and preparatory to the act of Praise 
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and Adoration, whicli is performed by tlie entire congrega- 
tion, in the choral singing of the F&ahn. Kext, the Scrip- 
tures are read,^ out of both Testaments ; after which, the 
minister offers up a prayer i^r illumination in the study of 
God's Word. To this he adds any special supplication, 
growing out of the subject of discourse, or otherwise appro- 
priate, concluding with a general Thanksgiving and the 
Lord's Prayer. The Sermon (preceded by a hymn) stands 
in connection with the reading of Scripture, of which it is 
properly an exposition ; and with the prayer for illumina- 
tion, which has reference to this exercise of meditation 
upon the Word of God. It is followed by the Prayer of 
Intercession, the highest act of the believer's worship, 
and that in which, so to speak, he ventures nearest to the 
Throne of Grace. This, with the Oreed and Benediction, 
closes the ordinary service, when the Lord's Supper is not 
celebrated. Thus, entering the Divine Presence with invoca- 
tion, hearkening to the commandments of the Law, joining 
in the confe&sion'of sins, and receiving the Gospel assur^ 

* In the Genevan litoigy, this reading of Scripture forms an 
introductoiy part of Divine Service, and preoedea the Law and don- 
fession of sins. But that arrangement, it was justly remarked hy the 
Divines of Neuchatel, in their admirable revision of the old liturgy, 
was Qpen to practical objections, and was a deviation fh>m the 
known custc»n of the Primitive Church, where the reading of Scrip- 
ture was always closely followed by the preaching. ** It is by these 
reasons that the leaders of the churches of this State have thought 
themselves indispensably obliged to restore the reading of the Word 
of God in their service." "We jpay add, that all the Reformed 
Churches of Great Britain and this country, have, in this respect, 
improved upon the Genevan practice ; fbr the reading of Scripture 
oonstitutea with them a oentral featqr&«f Disi&e^ worship. 
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ance of forgiveness:' the believer has been prepared to 
offer up the sacrifice of song ; " My lips shall utter praise, 
when Thou hast taught me Thy statutes." Next, implor- 
ing Divine help in the study of the Word, he listens to its 
announcement ; and then, approaching with enlarged de- 
sires the mercy-seat, he urges his requests in behalf of the 
Universal Church, and of all mankind ; and finally, joins in 
that common profession of belief, whereby the Church of 
all ages declares her oneness in the faith of the Gospel. 

But th^ cumulative order of this service would be mani- 
festly incomplete, without some reference to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. That ordinance, in the Primitive 
Church, was undoubtedly celebrated upon every Lord's 
Day ; and whatever offices of praise and prayer accom- 
panied it^ had in view this celebration as the chief part 
of Divine service. In thie Reformed Worship, not less 
distinctly than elsewhere, we find the allusion to this fact 
preserved. The Intercessory Prayer that succeeds the 
Sermon, is designed to be followed immediately by the 
Exhortation before the Communion ; and in contemplation 
of this crowning ordinance, remembrance is made in that 
prayer of all the scattered members of the body of Christ 
This was customary among the early Christians : who, in 
their weekly observance of the sacred. Feast, offered up like 
supplications for the necessities of the Ohurch, and for 
all caankind. The analogy to this custom is maintained 
in our service, not only by the location of the Intercessory 
Prayer, in which the ordinary service ^ulxiodnates, but also 
by a particular clause inserted in the last petition. Nor is 
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it less observable in the tenderness and fervency of that 
prayer, increasing with each request presented, for the 
several classes of men, for the ministry and the Church, 
tor those in affliction, for persecuted Christians ; and end- 
ing with a subdued acknowledgment of guilt, and. pro- 
fession of surrender to the service of God. It is well 
known that our Reformers, while acquiescing in the prac- 
tice of celebrating the Lord^s Supper only at intervals 
of several months, regarded this as a defect of the times^ 
and strongly reconmiended a return to the primitive usage 
of frequent conununion. 

Considering, therefore, the Communion as the natural 
and necessary consummation of the Order of Divine Wor- 
ship, we proceed to a brief analysis of that Office. It 
begins with a prayer, which indeed is only a conclusion 
to the General Intercession, but which may properly be 
separated from it by the singing of a sacramental hymn. 
Then the words of the Institution are read, from 1 Co- 
rinthians, xi. ; and a short address is made, setting forth 
the nature of the ordinance, and inyiting to participation. 
Proceeding from this preparatory service to the adminis- 
tration, the minister offers up the Consecrating Prayer^ 
and utters the sacramental words, while breaking the 
bread and pouring out the wine. In the distribution of 
the Elements, appropriate sentences of Scripture are re- 
peated ; and, after the Thanksgiving, an offering of alms 
for the poor is made, when the service ends with a hymn 
and the Benediction.* 

* The hymn imiversaUy song in the continental Churches, on this 
occasion, is a paraphrase of the song of Simeon, Luke, ii. 29-32. 
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We can not more fitly end this examination of the 
j^fonned service, than in the words of Calvin, as trans- 
lated by his disciple, John Knox: '^ If so be that any 
would marvel why we follow rather this order than any 
other, in the administration of this Sacrament, let him 
diligently consider that, fir%i of cdl, we utterly renounce 
the error cf the Papists. Secondly, we restore unto ihe 
Sacrament its own substance, and to Christ His proper 
place. And as for the words of the Lord's Supper, we 
rehearse them, not because they should change the sub- 
stance of the bread or wine, or that the repetition 
thereof with the intent of the sacrificer, should mal^e the 
Sacrament (as the Papiste falsely beHeve) ; but they are 
read and pronounced to teach us how to behave ourselves 
in that action ; and that Christ might witness unto our 
&ith, as it were, with His own mouth, that He hath or- 
dained these signs to our spiritual use and comfort We 
do first, therefore, examine ourselves, according to St 
Paul's rule, and prepare our minds, that we may be wor* 
thy partakers of so high mysteries. Then, taking bread, 
we give thanks, break, and distribute it, as Christ our 
Saviour hath taught us. Finally, the administration ended, 
we give thanks again, according to His example. So 
that without His Word and warrant, there is nothing in 
this holy action attempted.'' 

The present work is a compilation from the Liturgies 
which were prepared by Calvin, Enox, Bucer, and other 
Divines of the Reformed Church, and which have been 
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adopted in the various branches of that Church on the 
continent of ]Surope, and in Gieat Britain. Hie Liturgy 
of Calvin, being the original formulary upon which all the 
others -were draughted, is taken as the basis for the ordi- 
nary services of Divine Worship and the Administration of 
the Sacraments. Selections from other forms are ap- 
pended to each of these Offices, for alternate use or occa- 
sional substitution. The Directory of Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church is quoted wherever appropriate, for 
the exhi])ition of the manner of performing these services ; 
and the more essential parts are given in full, designated 
by marks of quotation. A collection of Scriptural prayers, 
and of prayers from other sources, adapted to special occa- 
sions, concludes the work. Th^ attempt has thus been 
made to place within the reach of the ministers and laity 
of the Presbyterian Church a complete arrangement of the 
various forms of worship instituted by her authority, for 
the proper discharge of the solemn duties of the sanctuary. 
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' 1 . 



A TABLE 



or 



POBTIONS OP HOLY SCRIPTURE 



TO BE READ IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 



Beading of the Word in the Congregation, being part of the Public Worship 
of God) wherein we acknowledge our dependence upon Him and subjection to 
Him, and one means sanctiiied hy Him for the e4iiying of His people, ia to bo 
4>erformed by the Pastor and teacher. 

How large a portion shall be read at once, is left to the wisdom of the Min> 
ister ; but it is convenient that ordinarily one chapter of each Testament bo 
read at every meeting; and aometimes more, where tile chapters be short, or 
the coherence of matter requireth it. 

It is requisite that all the Canonical Books be read over in order, that tho 
I»eople may be better aicquainted with the whole body of the- Scriptures : and 
ordinarily, where the reading in either Testament endetii on one Lord^s Day, 
tt is to begin the next 

JHrtetoiyfin' WorsMpf hy tks WeetmiMterDivinet ; S 2. 

The following order has been prepared to fkcilitate selection. 





MOBHUTd SZBTIOS. 


EVXNZN« SSBTIPS. 


Sun- 
days. 


First Portion. 


Second. 


First Portion. 


1 


Second. 


1 Gea.L 


John L 1-1& 


Isa. L 1-20. 


Acts 


il. 1-21. 


2 . 


ii. 


Luke L 2e-56. 


ii. 




iL 22^7. 


8 


Jit, 


MattL 


V. 1-17. 




vi 


4 


vL 


Luke ii. 1-20. 


vi. 




ix. U22, 


5 


vU. 


Matt iL 


vii. 10-25. 




xLl-ia 


6 


viii. 


John i. 19^1. 


ix. 




xvi. 14-40. 


7 


ix. 1-19. 


Mattiv. 


xi. 




xzvl. 


8 


xli. - 


John m. 1-21. 


XXV. 


Bom. 


L1-2S, 


9 


Yxii. 


John iv. 1-26. 


x^.y\. 




.*^- 


10 


xxviit 


Luke iv. ie-8T. 


XXXV. 




V. 


11 


xxxvii.1-28. 


Luke V. l-2(r. 


xxxviil. 




vi. 


13 


xlU. 1-28. 


John V. 19-47. 


xl. 




▼ii. 


18 


xliiL 


Matt xiL 1-tl. 


xli. 




vtiL 



26 



A TABLE. 



' Mounvfi SxBTicz. 

^^ Flwt Portion. 8«con4. 

14 Gen. xIt. Matt y. 1-20. 

16 xlvi 1-7; Matt tL 1-18. 

2a-84; and 

xlvli. 1-12. 

16 xlviU. Matt. vi. 19-M. 

17 xllx. Matt. vii. 

18 Ex. ii. Hattxi. 

19 iU. Matt xiL 1-21. 
SO y. Matt xiil. 1-80. 

21 xiil-86. Matt xilL 88^68. 

22 xiy. Matt ix. 18-88. 

28 zy. Matt x. 1-20. 
%i xyi. 1-19. Matt. xiy. 14*86. 

25 xl. 17-88. John yl. 85^9. 

26 Beati. 19-46. Matt xyi. 

27 ly. 2&-40. Matt. xvil. 1-21. 
58 ' ix. Matt xvitL 1-20.. 

29 xyili Lnke x. 1-24. 

80 xxxiU. John yli. 14-81. 

81 Josh. iii. .John yiL 82-62. 

82 yli. Luke x. 26-12. 
88 xxly. 1-26. Luke xl. 1-13. 
84Jndg.ii: Lnkexii.1-21. 

86 Bnthl. Lnke xiL 22-18. 
86lSaiQ.lii. Johnix. 1-26. 

87 xii. John X. 1-18. 

88 xy. i-28. John xi. 19^-46. 

89 xyL 1-18. John xil, 12-86. 

40 2 Siun.yii. John xlli. 

41 xii. 1-28. John xiy. 

42 1 KI. lit. 1-16. John xy. 

48 yi. 11-58. JohnxyL 
44 ix. 1-14 Johnxyii. 

46 xyii John xyiiL 1-27. 

46 xyiii. 17-46.Lnke xxiii. 1-25. 

47 xix. Luke xxiii. 26-19. 
■ 48 2 KL ii. ^ Jolin xix 25-42. 

49 y. 1-19. John xx. 1-18. 
COS Oh. xxxyi. 1-21 .Luke xxiy. 18-86. 
61Neh.yiU. John xx. 19-81. 
62 Job 1 Johnxxi. 

08 xUi. Acts i. 1-14. 
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First' Portion. 


Second. 


Isa. xlii. 


Bom. xlL 


xliil. 


xy. 1-1& 


xliy. 


ICJor. L1-2BL 


xiy. 


IL 


xlyiU. 


lit 


xlix: 


xii. 


U. 


xlii. 


111. 


xiy. 1-20. 


Hit. 


xy. 1-20. 


Uy. 


xy. 21-68 


ly. 


2 0or. ly. 


lyili. 


y. 


lix. 


yl 


Ix. 


SaL -ill. ' 


Ixi. 


Eph. 1. 


Ixlt 


U. 


1x111. 


iii. 


bdy. . 


iy. 


Ixv. 


y. 


Jer. xiy. 7-22. 


Philip, ii. 1-18. 


xyii. 6-27. 


Col. iii. 



xxxi. 1-20. 1 Thes. y. 

xxxiii.1-16. 2Thes. it 

Lam. 111.^2-59. Heb. 1. 

Ezek. 1. IL 

X. Iii, 

xxxiii. 1-20. ly. 

xxxiy. 11-81. X. 

xxxvii. 1-14. xi. 

xUii. 1-12. xii. 

xlyii. 1-12. James ii. 

Dan. iii. 1 Pet ii. 

yl. 1 John y. 

Ix. BeyeL L 

Amos y. 1-16. iii. 

Mio. ly. y. 

yl xlz. 

Hab. iii. XX. 

Zech. xlii. zxl. 

Mai. ill. zzii. 



ALMIGHTir GOD, irho of Thy 
great mercy hast gathered vm 
into Thy visible Church: Grant that 
v« may not sirerTe from the pwity 
of Thy irorship ; hat so honoox Thee 
both in spirit and in outward forms, 
that Thy Name in us may be^glorifled, 
and we be indeed the members of 
Thine Only-begotten Son. And as 
He h&th sanctified Himself for our 
sakes, may we through His Spirit be 
made partakers of the same sanctifi^ 
eafion: Until at length He shall bring 
US into His heavenly Kingdom, whidi 
He hath purchased for us with His 
own blood. Amsh. 

Calvht. 



THE 

ORDER OP DIVINE SERVICE 



ov 



THE MORNING OP THE LORD'S DAY. 



m •• » ■■ » 

The congregatton being MsemUed, let the Minister begin with one or more 

of these sentenoeft of 

INVOCATION. 

/^UR help is in the Name of the Lord, who made 
^ heaven and earth. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, Lord, my 
Strength and my Redeemer. 

send out Thy light and Thy truth : let them lead 
me : let thein bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to 
Thy tabernacles : then will I go unto the altar of 
God, unto God my exceeding joy. 

1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help : my help cometh from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth. 
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Then let him rehearse fhe Ten Commaiidmeiita of 
THE LAW. 

A ND Gt)d spake all these words, saying, I am the 
•^^ Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of apiy thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous* God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me ; and showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh His Name in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou laboilr, and do all thy work : but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it 
thou shalt not dp any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
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thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : 
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and 
hallowed it. 

Honour thy &ther and thy mother : that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giyeth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear Mee witness against thy neigh- 
bour. " ' 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

TTEAR also the Summary of the Law by our Lord 
"■-■^ Jesus Christ. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great eommandment. And the 
second is like unto it,. Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
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ts thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prq)hets. 

RESPONSE, 
To be Bftid or sang by the congregation. 

THE Lord our God be with us : let Him not leaVe 
us nor forsake us : that He may incline our hearts 
unto Him, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His 
commandments. 

invitation. 

Then let the Minister say: 

TF we say that we have no sin, wo deceive ourselves, 
-■- and the truth is not in us. 

And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. 

Let us therefore draw near with an humble and 
penitent heart, and acknowledge our sins before God. v 

CONFESSION OP SIN. 

A' LMIGHTY and Everfesting God ! we acknowledge 
-^^ and confess, before Thy holy Majesty, that we 
are poor, miserable sinners, conceived and born in in* 
iquity, prone to evil, unable of ourselves to do any 
good ; and that by continual transgression of Thy holy 
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commandments, we have incurred Thy righj;eous sen- 
tence of condemnation and death. But, Lord I we 
do repent, and are sorry for our offences ; we condemn 
ourselves and i>ur iniquities, with true penitence, be- 
seeching Thee by Thy grace to help our infirmities. 
Have mercy upon us, God ! Father of mercies ! for 
the sake of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Blot out our sins; pardon all our transgressions; 
and increase daily within us the gifts of Thy Holy 
Spirit: to the end that we, acknowledging with all our 
hearts our own unrighteousness, may be touched with 
lively sorrow; and being dead unto sin, may bring 
forth those fruits of righteousness and holiness, which 
are well-pleasing unto Thee: Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Hare, and at the end of all other prayers, let the oongregatlon say, Axmr. 

Then -let the Minister adH: 

TTEAR now the gracious words of our Lord Jesus 
-■-^ Christ, unto all that truly repent and turn to 
Him: 

Grod so loved the world, that He gave His Only- 
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

2* 
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Come unto me, all je that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 

Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out, 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 4M5cep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
siimers. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. AMbn. 

[Hei^ may follow the reading of a selection from the Psalms, by^fhe Minister 
and congregation alternately;; wliere such is the practioe.] 

Then the singing of a 

PSALM, 

or Hymn, of Praise and Thanksgiving. " The whole congregation should bo 
furnished with books, and ought to join In this part of service." Next the 

READING OF HOLT SCRIPTURE, 

out of the Old and New Testaments. ^* How large a jwrtion shall be read at 
once, is left to the wisdom of the Minister : but it is convenient that ordinarily 
one chapter of each Testament be read at every meeting; and sometimes 
more, when the chapters are short, or the coherence of matter requireth it.** 
[See the Table of Portions of Scripture to be read in PubUc Worship.] 

** The Minister may, when he thinks it e^cpedient, expound any part of what 
Is read: idways having regard to the time, that neither reading, singing, pray- 
ing, preaching, nor any other ordinance, be disproportionate 'tiie one to the 
oilier, nor the, whole rendered too short or too tedious.*' 

Then let the Minister offer up a prayer of . 
SUPPLICATION AND THANKSGIVING. 

Tl/rOST Gracious God, our Heavenly Father! in 
"^'-*- whom alone dwelleth all the fiilness of light and 
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wisdom : Blumine oar minds, we beseech Thee, by Thy 
Holy Spirit, in the true understanding of Thy Word. 
Giye us grace to receiye it with reverence and humilily 
unfeigned. May it lead ua to put our whole trust in 
Thee alone : and So to serve and honour Thee, that we 
may glorify Thy Name, and edify our neighbours by 
our godly example. And since Thou art pleased 
to number us among Thy people, enable and dispose 
us to pay Thee the love and homage that we owe, as 
children to our Father, and as servants to our. Lord. 

Here may be introduced -whatever special matter of prayer Bhall be thought 
appropriate, vhether extemporaneona, or delected Arom the oceaslontl prayQn; 
eonduding with a general thankfgiving. 

TTONOUR and praise be given to Thee, Lord God 
-*-^ Almighty, for all Thy mercy and loving-kindness 
shown unto us Thy people. We bless Thee for the 
goodness that freely chose us to salvation before the 
world began. We thank Thee for creating us after 
Thine own image; for redeeming us, when we were 
lost, with the precious blood of Christ ; for sanctifying 
us by Thy Spirit in the revelation and knowledge of 
Thy Word ; for Thy help and succour in our necessities,. 
Thy fetherly comfort in our tribulations ; for saving 



36 Obdeb of Divine Sebvice. ^ 

us in dangers of body and soul, and giving us so large 
a tim^ of repentance. These benefits, most Mer- 
dftil Fathei^l we acknowledge to have received of 
Thj goodness alone; and so do we implore Thy grace 
continually to augment our thankfulness toward Thee^ 
kindling our hearts with pure and fervent love. Suffer 
us not to receive Thy Word in vain ; but graciously 
assist us always, in heart, word, and deed, to sanctify 
and worship Thy holy Name : Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 







Theo let the Minister and people say together 
THE lobe's PBAYEB. 

UR Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 



Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead lia not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the gbry, for ever. Amen* 

After thiii prayer, let « Hjntttt he^mag before the 

-SBBifON. 
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At the coiidiui<Mi of wbkh the following pnyer, or to the like etteeL 

INTBSCBSSION. 

A LMIGHTT God, our Heavenly Father ! Thou 
-^^ hast promised to grant the requests of those 
who approach Thee in the Name of Thy well-beloved 
Son; by whom also we are taught to assemble 
in His Name, assured that Ho will be present in 
0)ur midst, and, by His intercession, obtain for us 
all things that we shall agree on earth to ask Thee. 
Wherefore, most gracious Father! trusting in Thy 
blessed promise, we draw near unto Thee through 
Him ; and earnestly pray Thee, for His sake, that 
Thou wilt of Thine infinite goodness freely. pardon 
our offences ; and so attract and elevaite our thoughts 
and desires unto Thyself, that we may with one 
heart call upon Thee for those things which are 
agreeable to Thy just and righteoua will. 

f\ GOD ! who hast bidden us pray for those in au- 
^^ thoiity among men : Bless, we entreat Thee, ^U 
rulers and magistrates, unto whom Thou hast commit- 
ted the administration of justice ; and especially Thy 
servants who bear rule in this land. «May it please 
Thee daily to increa8l^ within them Thy good Spirit : 
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that with true fsdth acknowledging JTesus Christ Thy 
Son our Lord to be King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
untQ whom Thou hast given all power in heaven and 
on earth, they may seek to honour Thee, and exalt Thy 
rule in their dominions ; andT so govern their snbjeets, 
who are the creatures of Thy hand, and the sheep of 
Thy pasture, that as well here as throughout all the 
earth, Thy people being kept in peiM^ and quiet, may 
serve Thee in all godliness and honesty 

A LMIGHTY Saviour I We pray for all those whom 
-^•^ Thou hast appointed Pastors of Thy flock, and 
intrusted with the care of souls, and the dispensing of 
Thy holy Gospel. Guide them by Thy Spirit, that 
they may be found fidthful Ministers of Thy glory. 
Let them ever hold this end in view : that all poor, 
wandering slieep may be gathered in, and made subject 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, the chief Shepherd and 
^Bishop of souls ; to the end that they may daily ad- 
vice and grow up in Him, unto all righteousness and 
holiness. . Deliver Thy Churches from corrupt and 
false teachers, who seek only their own glory and 
gain. 
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"I TOST grikcious God, Father of mercies ! We pray for 
-^'-*- all mankind : that as Thou wouldst be acknow- 
ledged as the Saviour of the 'world, in the redemption 
wrought by Thy Son Jesus Christ, all those who are 
yet strangers to Him, in darkness and captivity to 
ignorance and error, may be led by the enlightening 
of Thy Spirit, and the preaching of Thy Gospel, into 
the way of salvution ; which is, to know Thee, the 
only true Grod, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent. Grant also that those already visited with 
Thy grace may continually grow in all goodness, 
being enriched with Thy spiritual benedictions: to 
the end that we all, with one heart and one mouth, 
may worship Thee, giving homage and praise to Thy 
Christ, our Lord, Lawgiver, and King. 

r\ GOD of all Comfort ! We commend to Thee those 
^ whom Thou art pleased to chasten with any cross 
or tribulation ; all people visited with pestilence,, war, 
or femine ; all persons afflicted with poverty, imprison- 
ment, sickness, banishment, or other distress of body 
or trouble of mind : that it may please Thee to show 
them Thy &therly kindness, chastening them for their 
profit, to the end that wili their whole hearts they 
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may turn unto Thee, and being conyerted, receive 
perfect coi^Iation, and deliverance from all their woes. 

A NI) especially we commend to Thee our brethren, 
-^-*- who, being persecuted by the enemies of Thy 
Gospel, are deprived of the pasture of life, and the 
privilege of publicly calling upon Thy Name : That 
it may please Thee, Father of mercies I to strengthen 
them by the grace of Thy Spirit, so that they may 
not faint, nor fall away, but may continue sted&st 
in J\j sabred calling. Succour them, help them, 
even as Thou knowest their need ; console them in 
their trials, preserve them in Thy safe keeping, against 
the malice of their foes ; and augment in them all the 
gifts of Thy Spirit : that as well in life as in death 
they may glorify Thee. 

TTIINALLY, God our Father ! Grant also unto us 
J- who are here assembled in the Nam^ of Thy 
Holy Child Jesus, to hear His Word [arid to celebrate 
His Supper], that we may truly and unfeignedly ac- 
knowledge our lost estate by nature, and the con- 
demnation we deserve by disobedient lives. And 
conscious that in us there dwelleth no good, aiid that 
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our flesh and blood cannot inherit Thy kingdom^ may 
we with entire confidence and pure a{Ib(Stion give 
ourselves^ up to Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and only Saviour and Redeemer : that He, dwelling 
in us, may mortify all remaining sin, renewing us for 
that better life, where we shall perfectly praise and 
magnify Thy great and holy Name, world without 
end. Amen. 

Then let the Minister and people say together 
THE GREED. 

T ORD, increase our faith. 

•^ I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth : and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son,, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, bom of the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pon- 

* 

tins Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried ; he de- 
scended into hell;* the third day He rose again from 
the dead ; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Ghost ^ the Holy Catholic Church, 

the communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ;. the 

* {. e., Contlnaed in the state of the dead, and nnder the power of death, 
until the third daj. 
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resurrection of the body; and the life eyerlasting. 
Amen. 

Then let a Hymn bo sang, after which (when the Loifd^i Sapper if not to be 
administered), the congregation chall be <<<«i«<—«<i with the 

BBNEMCTION. 

rilHE Lord bless thee, and keep thee : 
-^ The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee : 

The Lord lift up His coimtenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of Grod, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 
*with you all. Amen. 



OTHER FORMS 



rOB TUB 



MORNING SERVICE ON THE LORD'S DAT. 



^ «■ ♦ >» 



THE BEATITUDES, 
To be sometimes read in place of the Law. 

/~\nB Lord Jesus Christ hath said, Blessed are the 
^-^ poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. 

Blessed are they which do hanger and thirst after 
righteousness : for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see 
God. 

Blessed are the peace-makers : for they shall be 
called the children of God. 
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Blessed' are they which are persecitted for right- 
eousness' sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



G 



BESPONSE. 

OD be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
His &ce to shine upon us. 



A SUMMAB.T OF OUB LOBD'S PBBCBPTS, 

To be sometimes read in place of the Law. 

TTE AR the words of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
-■"^ Except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case ^nter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful; 

Love your enemies ; do good to them which hate 
you; bless them th?it curse you; and pray for them 
which despitefuUy use you. 

When thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth ; that thine alms may be in 
secret : and thy Faliier, which seeth in secret. Him- 
self shall reward thee openly. 

And when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
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which is in secret : and thy Father, which seeth in se- 
cret, shall reward thee openly. 

> 

When thou fastest, anoint thine head, and waah thy 
face ; that thou appear not unto men to fstst, but unto 
thy Father which is in secret : and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where molii and rust doth corrupt, and where thieyes 
break through and steal : 

But lay up for yourselves treasures -in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Take no thought, saying. What shall we eat? 
or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed ? For your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 

Judge not, and ye shall not be judged ; condemn 
not, and ye shall not be condemned ; forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven; give, and it shall be given unto 
you. 
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^ Ask, and it «hall be given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be oj)ened unto you. 

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them : for this is 
Ihe Law and the Prophets. 

RESPONSE. 

rriHOU art my portion, Lord : I have said that I 
-*- would keep Thy words. . 



CONFESSION OF SIN. 



I. 

{Invitation :) After those days, saiih the Lord, I 
will put My laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts : and their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more. 

Haying therefore this promise, dearly beloved, let 
us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of 
faith, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. 



M 



OST Holy Qoi ! who art of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, who condenmest the ungodly, 
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impenitent, and unbelieving, but hast promiBed mercy 
through Jesus Christ unto all that repent and believe 
in Him : We confess that we were conceived in sin, 
and are by nature children of wrath, and have all 
sinned and come short of Thy glory. Thou hast re- 
vealed unto us Thy wonderful love in Christ, and of- 
fered us pardon and salvation in Him : but we have 
resisted Thy Spirit, and neglected so great salvation ; 
we have run into temptations ; and the sin we should 
have hated, we have committed in Thy sight, both se- 
cretly and openly, ignorantly and carelessly, rashly 
and presumptuously, against Thy promises. Thy mer- 
cies, and Thy judgments. Our transgressions are 
multiplied before Thee, and our sius testify against us ; 
if Thou deal with us as we deserve. Thou wilt cast us 
away from Thy sight. Have mercy upon us, God ! 
be reconciled unto us, and let the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanse us from all our sins* Take us for Thy 
children, and give us the Spirit of Thy Son. Oh ! 
make Thy face to shine upon Thy servants ; save us 
from our sins, atid from the wrath to Qome ; make us 
a peculiar people unto Thee, zealous of Thy praise. 
We ask it in the Name of our blessed and only Re- 
deemer. Ambn. 
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II. 

{InvitcUion :) If we confess our sins, He is fidth- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins^ and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

Let us therefore draw near with an humble and 
penitent heart, and acknowledge our siiis before God. 



TirE are not worthy, Lord I to come into Thy 
' ^ . presence, by reason of our manifold offences. 
For we were conceived, in sin, and in iniquity was 
every one of ua bom. AH the days of our lifet we 
have continued to follow the corruption of our fleshly 
nature. If Thou, Lord, shouldst enter into judgment 
with Thy servants, just occasion hast Thou to punish 
iiot only this our mortal flesh, but our bodies and souls 
for ever. But Thou, Lord ! art a merciful God, a 
loving and favourable Father, to all that unfeignedly 
turn unto 'Thee from their sins. Wherefore we most 
humbly beseech Thee, for the sake of Christ, Thy 
Son, show Thy mercy upon us. Forgive us all oiur 
offences. Endue us with Thy Holy Spirit. Sanctify 
us wholly ; and grant us Thy grace, that in all the 
days of our lives hereafter, we may study to serve and 
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please Thee, in word and in deed, through our only 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ Amen. 

III. 

(Jnvitatum :) Beloved, the Scriptures declare, He 
that coyereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercj. 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find gni.ce to 
help in time of need. > - 

A LMIGHTY, Everlasting God 1 . Father of our 
-^ Lord Jesus Christ! Creator of all things, 
Judge ^ all men I We acknowledge and lament in 
Thy sight, that we were conceived and bom in sin, and 
are prone to evil, and unfit for any good. We have 
broken Thy holy law, times and ways withl)ut .num- 
ber, by contempt of Thee and Thy Word, by distrust 
of Thy grace, and vain confidence in ourselves and in 
the world, by thoughts and works grievously offending 
Thy holy Majesty, and sinning against our neighbour. 
Thus have we buried ourselves more and more deeply 
in spiritual death. But we do earnestly repent, and 

are sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon 

3^ 
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US, most Gracious and Merciful Father, for the sake 
of Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Forgive us all 
that is past. Grant us and increase within us Thy 
Holy Spirit : who shall teach us penitently to ac- 
knowledge our sins, and being touched with lively sor- 
row, by true faith to obtain remission of them in 
Christ. So that daily dying unto sin, in newness of 
life we may serve and please Thee, to the glory of 
Thy Name and the edification of Thy Church : 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THANKSGIVINa. 



I. 
11 TOST Glorious God! Accept, through Thy be- 
•^'-*- loved Son, our thanksgiving for Thine unspeak- 
able love and goodness. Thou art the Father of 
Mercies and the God of all Consolation, full of com- 
passion, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
For Thy glory Thou didst create us after Thine 
image; and when we forsook Thee, Thou didst not 
leave us in the hands of death, but didst so love the 
world as to give Thy Son to be our Saviour. We 
thank Thee for His death, that saveth us from death, 
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and for His life, that opened unto ns the way to life. We 
thank Thee for the new and better Covenant ; for Thy 
great and precious promises ; that Thou hast given us 
eternal life in Christ ; that we have the clear and sure 
revelation of Thy will in the Holy Scriptures ; that 
Thou hast founded Thy Church upon Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief comer- 
stone. We thank Thee that Thou hast communicated 
to Thy ministers the Word of reconciliation ; that by 
them Thou hast opened our eyes, and turned us from 
darkness unto light ; that Thou hast adopted us to be 
Thy sons, and joint-heirs with Christ, and made us 
His members, and given us His Spirit. AJl Thy 
paths, Lord ! are mercy and truth to such as keep 
Thy covenant. Oh I continue Thy loving-kindness 
unto us, that we may rejoice and be glad in Thee all 
our days. Guide us l)y Thy counsel, ancj afterward 
receive us to Thy glory : where, with all the blessed 
host of heaven, we may behold, admire, and perfectly 
and joyfully praise TheCj our most glorious Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier, for ever and ever. Ambk. 
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II. 

OLORD our God, we lift up our hearts unto Thee, 
in gratefiil acknowledgment of all Thy mercies. 
We prtise Thee as the source of all blessing, full of 

compassion and goodness unto the children of men. 

'I 

We thank Thee that Thou hast formed us reasonable 
creatures, capable of knowing and serving Thee. We 
bless Thee for Thy preserving care over us, and for 
all our temporal enjoyments. Above all we praise 
Thee, most Merciful Father, for Thy spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus ; for the Holy Spirit aird His 
influences; for the Covenant of Grace and all the 
precious promises thereof; for Thy Word, for Ihe 
Gospel ministry, and all Thine ordinances. For these 
benefits we bless Thee, God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost ; , our Creator, Redeemer, land 
Sanctifier. And now. Lord, we commit ourselves to 
Thee.; . we hope in Thy mercies, and we wait for Thy 
salvation. Accept our worship, and forgive our sins, 
in ihe Name of our crucified and exalted Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ : unto whom, with the Father and the 
Spirit of all Grace, be ascribed glory, honour, domin- 
ion, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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III. 
r\ GOD I Thy glory is great in all the Churches, 
^^ and the praises of Thy Name resound in the as- 
semblies^f Thy saints. We thy servants would hum- 
ble ourselves before Thee. We worship Thine infinite 
Majesty. We celebrate Thy wisdom, power, and 
^goodness, that shine f(»rth in the works of creation 
and redemption through Jesus Christ our Lord. We 
bless Thee for all temporal and spiritual good that we 
continually receive at Thy bountiful hands. . But 
more especially, with all Thy people assembled this 
day, we praise Thee that Thou didst send into the 
world Thy Son to save us ; and having delivered Him 
up for our offencies, didst raise Him again for our 
justification; and through His glorious resurrection 
hast given us the blessed hope of everlasting life. 
Lord ! may these our thanksgivings come up with 
acceptance before Thy throne. Make us worthy at 
the last day to have part in the resurrection of the 
lust, and the glory of the kingdom of heaven : whither 
Jesus the Forerunner is for us entered ; where now 
He lives and reigns, and is worshipped and glorified, 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, God blessed for ever. 
Amen. 
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INTERCESSION. 



I. 



A LMIGHT Y and most merciful Father, • who by 
-^ Thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make 
our prayers and supplications for all men: We 
beseech Thee to lead such as are yet ignorant, from 
error to the pure understanding of Thy truth ] so that 
all mankind may learn, with one consent, to worship 
Thee their only God and Saviour. Give grace to all 
pastors and ministers of Thy holy Word, unto whom 
Thoii bast committed the charge of Thy chosen 
people, that they may both in life and doctrine be 
found faithful, setting only before them Thy glory ; 
and that by them all poor sheep that wander and go 
astray may be gathered and brought home to Thy fold. 
And because the hearts of rulers are in Thy hand, 
we beseech Thee to guide and govern all those unto 
whom Thou hast committed the sword. Especially, 
Lordl according to pur bounden duty, we entreat 
Thee to bless those in authority in this land. Let 
Thy fatherly favour so preserve them, let Thy Holy 
Spirit so direct their minds, that they, may execute 
their office to the maintenance of pure religion, and 
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the punishment of eyil-doers, according to the precise 
rule of Thy holy Word. 

And for that we be all members of the mystical 
Body of Christ Jesus, we make our requests unto 
Thee, heavenly Father ! for such as are afflicted 
with any cross or tribulation, as war, plague, famine, 
poverty, sickness, or any other kind of Thy chastise- 
ments, whether it be grief of body or unquietness of 
mind : that it may please Thee to give them patience 
an,d constancy, until Thou send them full deliverance 
out of all their woes. 

And finally, Iiord ! we most humbly beseech 
Thee to show Thy great mercies uppu those our breth- 
ren, who may be persecuted, cast into prison, and 
condemned to death, for the testimony of Thy Truth : 
and though they be utterly destitute of all man's aid, 
yet let Thy sweet comfort never depart from them; 
but so inflame their hearts with Thy Holy Spirit, 
that they may boldly and cheerfully abide such trial 
as Thy godly wisdom shall appoint. And may all 
Thine afflicted people so serve and follow Thee, that 
at length, as well by their death as by their life, the 
kingdom of Thy Son Jesus Christ may increase 
and shine throughout the world. 
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These graoes, heavenly Father ! and all others 
that Thou knowest to be expedient for us, and for all 
mankind, we ask in the Name of our Sovereign Mas- 
ter, Christ Jesus, Thy well-beloved Son : and for His 
8»ke also, we beseech Thee to grant us perfect coui- 
tinuance in the lively faith of Thy Universal Church, 
whereof we make our confession, saying : 

I believe in God, etc. 

II. 
r\ MOST Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity 1 
^ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Three Persons 
and one God ; our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; 
our Lord, our Governor, and Father ! hear us, and 
have mercy upon us ! 

Lord our Saviour ! God and man ; Who, having 
assumed our nature, by Thy suflFerings, death, and 
burial, wast made a ransom to take awa>y the sins of 
the world ; who, being raised from the dead, ascended 
and glorifiedj art made Head over all things to the 
Church : We beseech Thee to hear us, and have 
mercy upon us. Make sure to ua our calling and 
election, our unfeigned fidth and repentance ; that 
being justified and made the sons of God, we may 
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liaye peace with Him as our reconciled God and 
Father.' 

Let Thy Holy Spirit sanctify us, and dwell in our 
hearts, and cause us to deny ourselves, and to giye 
ourselves entirely to Thee. 

As the world was created for Thy glory, let -Thy 
Name he glorified throughout the world. Let self- 
love, and pride, and vain-glory he destroyed. Make 
us to love Thee, fear Thee, and trust in Thee with all 
our hearts, and live to Thee! 

Let iJl mankind subject themselves to Thee, their 
King. Let the kingdoms of the world become the 
kingdoms of the Lord, and of His Christ. Let 
atheists, idolaters, Mohammedans, Jews, and all un- 
godly people be converted. Send forth ineet labourers 
into, the harvest, preserve and bless them in their 
work, and let die Gospel be preached throughout all 
the world. 

Unite all Christians in Jesus Christ, the true and 
only universal- Head, in the true Christian and 
Catholic faith and love. Cast out heresies and cor- 
ruptions, heal divisions, let the strong receive the 
weak, and bear their infirmities. 

Have mercy upon our rulers ; let them fear Thee, 

3* 
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and be ensamples of piety and temperance, haters of 
injustice, covetousness, and pride, and defenders of the 
innocent. Let every soul be subject to the higher 
powers, and not resist ; let them obey all in authority, 
not only for wrath, but for conscience' sake. 

Give all Thy Churches able, holy, faithful Pastors, 
that may soundly and diligently preach Thy Word, 
and guide Thy flock in ways of righteousness and 
peace. 

Keep us £rom atheism, idolatry, and rebellion 
against Thee; from infidelity, ungodliness, and sen- 
suality ; from security, presumption, and despair. 

Keep us from murder and violence, and hurtful, 
passionate words and actions. Keep us from all un-* 
cleanness; from injustice, false witness, and deceit; 
from slander and uncharitable censure. Keep us from 
coveting any thing Ihat is our neighbour's. Cause 
us to lov6 Christ in His members with a pure and 
fervent love ; to love our enemies, and to do good to 
all. 

Give us needful sustenance, and contentment there- 
with. Bless our labours, and the fruits of the earth 
in their season ;* and send us such temperate weather 
as may tend thereunto. Deliver all Thy servants 
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&om sickness, want, or other distresses, that wonld 
hinder them from Thy service. When we sin, restore 
lis by true repentance and fiiith in Christ. May we 
loathe ourselves for our transgressions ; forgive tliem 
all, and accept us in Thy well-beloved Son. Save us 
from the punishment that our sins deserve. Convert 
our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers. Cause U8 
to watch against temptation, to resist and overcome 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. Defend us and 
all Thy people from the enmity and rage of Satan ; 
and preserve us to Thy heavenly Kingdom. 

For Thou only art the Universal King ; all power 
is Thine in heaven and in earth ; of Thee, and 
through Thee, and to Thee are all things ; and the 
glory shall be Thine for ever. Amen. 

I believe in God, etc. 

III. 
r\ LORD our Grod, who hast commanded us to make 
^ prayers and supplications for all men : We pre- 
sent ourselves before Thy throne to offer up our re- 
quests in behalf of all classes and conditions of our 
race. Thou, Lord, who art the Maker and Father of 
mankind, we beseech Thee for the peace of the whol^ 
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YTorld, and the salvation of all people. Deliver from 
their blindness the heathen, Mohammedatis, and all 
unbelievers ; and vouchsafe, according to Thy promises, 
to procure the conversion of Thine ancient people, the 
Jews : that all nations may know and worship Thee, 
and Jesus Christ whom Then hast sent. King of 
kings, Lord of lords, we pray Thee for all rulers and 
other persons in offices of dignity and trust. Give the 
knowledge of Thyself to such as have it not : and im- 
part Thy grace to them that know Thee, that they 
may use their authority to the furtherance of Thy 
glory. Especially we pray for those who are set in 
authority over us. Grant them long life and pros- 
perity, wise counsel and good success. Bless the 
people of this commonwealth in all their interests, 
civil and religious. DiflPiise among them the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of Thy Name : that order and harmony 
may prevail, and that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godliness and honesty. 

We present to thee, Lord, our prayers for the 
necessities of Thy holy Church spread abroad through- 
out the earth. Be pleased to protect,^ enlarge, and 
sanctify it more and more. Deliver the churches that 



MOBNINQ OF THB LoBD'B DaT. 61 

are persecuted. Bemove ihe errors, scandalB, aoA di- 
visions that distract Christendom, and unite all Chris- 
tians by the bonds of tmth, of godliness, and of peace. 
Grant especially Thy blessings upon the churches of 
this land, and the churches in this place : bless the 
families composing them : cause righteousness, and aU 
holy virtues, to flourish in our midst 

We pray Thee, God, for all the pastors of Thy 
Church ; sanctify them, enlighten them, and aug-- 
ment in them the gifts needful for the ^promotion of 
Thy kingdom^ and the salvation of souls intrusted to 
their care. Baise up eyerywhere, and especially 
among ourselves, faithful, zealous, humble ministers, 
lovers of truth and of peace. And to this end 'impart 
Thy grace and Thy fear unto all that are preparing to 
serve Thee in the ministry of Thy Word. 

God of Mercy, have pity on the nations that are 
afflicted by war, or any other scourge ; and upon all 
persons in any kind of suflEbring. We comfiiend to 
Thy goodness the widows, the (u^phaas^ tibe poor, tbe 
strangers, the friendless ; those that are journeying ; 
those tiiat endure persecutien for Thy Gospel; all 
persons distressed or diseased in mind; the infirm, 
the sick, the dying ; and especially our brethren who 
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are members of this church [aad who desire our 
prayers]. Assist them in their several necessities, 
whether of body or 6f soul ; and give them a hskppj 
issue out of all their troubles. 

Lord, we beseeoh Thee for all Thy children : for all 
that seek Thee in sincerity of heart, and labour to 
promote their own salvation and that of < their fellow- 
men ; for all that are engaged in works of piety, and 
enterprises for the advancement of Thy Kingdom. 
Confirm those that are weak in the Faith ; and to all 
that are yet in their sins, under condemnation of Thy 
law, give true repentance and conversion unto Thee. 

Look &vourably upon this community. Grant us 
always' that which may be needful for our sustenance ; 
and enable us to serve Thee with sobriety, thankful- 
ness, and love. Deliver us from our sins ; preserve 
us from wicked thoughts, from unbelief, hypocrisy, 
and whatever is opposed to Thy holy will. Merci- 
ftil God, prevent us ever by Thy grace, and further 
us continually by Thy Spirit ; put in our minds right 
purposes and pure desires, perfect submission to Thy 
providence, fervent love to Thee, and charity that 
shall incline us to love and edify one another. De- 
tach our hearts from this world of vanity, and help us 
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to ra&e tbem unto heayexi, where our treasure is. So 
that living in watch&lness and prayer^ we may spend 
our days in Thy peace, looking for the glorious ap- 
pearing of our Lord: that when He shall come to 
judge the world, we may stand in Thy presence with- 
out shame. ^ 

Give ear, Lord, unto the voice of those who have 
now offered up their prayers unto Thee : reject not the 
unworthy supplications of Thy servants ; but giant us 
the blessings we have asked, and all other things ne- 
cessary for us, in the Name of Jesus Christ om: Lord : 
unto whom, with, the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be 
honour and praise for ever. Amen* 

Lord! increase our faith. 

I believe in God, etc. 
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The congregatioii being aasembled, let the Minister b^in with tlie reading 
of one of these pasdages of Scrlptnre, or some other, containing a promise of 
the Divine presence. 

^ PRBPACB. 

npHUS flaith the High and Lofty One that in- 
-^ habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy v I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with luxix also that is of a 
<X)ntrite and humble spirit, to i^yive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
* God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh ; on my 
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out, in 
those days,^of my Spirit: and it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord, 
shall be saved. 

Where two or three are gathered together in My 
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name, saith the Lord, there am I in the midat of 
them; and whatsoever ye shall ask in Mj namei 
that will I .do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 

Christ is not entered into the holj places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true ; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of ^ 
God for us. 

Then let him add this 
INVITATION. 

TTAVING therefore this promise, dearly beloved, 
-*"*- let us draw near with a true heart, in full 
assurance of fidth, and make known our requests 
unto God. 

Or this: 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

INVOCATION. 

ALMIGHTY God I who hast promised to be pre- 
sent with Thy people, and to grant their re- 
quests in the Name of Thy wellrbeloved Son, regard 
us, we humbly beseech Thee, with Thy favour, and for 
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the sake of Him who is our only Saviour and Me- 
diator with Thee, fulfil Thy promise in our behalf; 
that our thoughts being lifted up, and our desires 
drawn forth unto Thee, we may render Thee acceptable 
worship : Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Then let the Minister %nd people say together 
THE lord's prayer. 

rkUR FATHER which art in heaven, Hallowed 
^ be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is' in heaven. Give us day 
by day our daily bread. And fprgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is 
th^ kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 

[Here may follow the reading of a selection from the Psalms, by the Minister 
and congregation alternately, where such is the practice.] 

Then the singing of s 
PSALM, 

f 

Or Hymn, of Praise and Thank^ying. 
Next the 

KEADINa OP HOLY SCB.IPTUBJB 

oat of the Old and New Testaments. 

[See the Table of Portions of Scripture to be read in Public Worship.] 

Then the following prayer: 
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the litany. 
f\ GOD the Father of Heaven^ have mercy upon 
" us. . 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 

God the Holy Ghost, have mercy upon us. 

Be merciful unto us, and spare us, Lord. 

Be merciful unto us, and deliver us, Lord. 

From all sin, from all error, from all evil, from th^ 
wiles of the devil : deliver us, Lord. 

From dying suddenly and unprepared ; from pesti- 
lence and famine, from war and slaughter, from sedi- 
tion and conspiracy, from lightning and tempest, 
from everlasting death : deliver us, Lord. 

By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation, by Thy 
holy Nativity, by Thy Baptism. Fasting, and Tempta- 
tions : deliver us, Lord. 

By Thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by Thy Cross 
and Passion, by Thy Death and Burial, by Thy 
Besurrection and Ascension, by the coming of the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter : deliver us, Lord. 

Li all time of our tribulation, in all time of our 
felicity, in the hour of death, in the day of judgment : 
deliver us, Lord. 
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We sinners beseech Thee to hear us : 

That it may please Thee to. rule and govern Thy 
holy Church iTniversal. 

That it may please Thee to pres^erve . in soundness 
of word and holiness of life, all pastors and ministers 
of Thy Church. 

Th^t it may please Thee to remove all sects and 
scandals. 

That it may please Thee to bring ba<;k into the 
way of truth all such ad wander and have been Jed 
astray. 

That it may please Thee to crush Satan under our 
feet. 

That it may please Thee to send (orth fidthful 
labourers into Thy harvest. 

That it may please Thee to grant the increase of 
Thy Word and the fruit of Thy Spirit unto all that 
he^. 

That it may please Thee to raise the fallen, and 
strengthen those that stand. 

That it may please Thee to console the weak-heart- 
ed, and succour the tempted. 

That it may please Thee, to give peace and conconl 
unto all rulers and governors. 
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That it may please Thee to guide and protect our 
chief magistrate, with &11 his counsellors. 

That it may please Thee to bless and. preserve our 
people, and all in authority among us. 

That it may please Thee to look upcm the afflicted, 
and those that are in danger ; and to comfort them. 

That it may please Thee to succour all women in 
the perils of child-birth. 

That it may please Thee to cherish and protect 
young children, and sick persons. 

That it may please Thee to defend and suitably 
provide for the orphans and widows. 

That it may please Thee to grant freedcnn unto 
captives. 

That it may please Thee to have mercy upon all men. 

That it may please Thee to forgive our enemies, 
persecutors, and slanderers, and to convert them. 

That it may please Thee to give and preserve the 
firuits of the earth. 

That it may please Thee to grant all these our 
requests. 

We beseech Thee to hear us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
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Lamb of God, who takest away . the sins of the 
world, grant us peace. ' 

Lord, deal not with us according to our sins, neither 
reward us according to our iniquities. 

O Ood, Merciful Father, who despisest not the 
groans of the contrite, nor rejectest the desire of the 
sorrowful : Be favourable to our prayers, which, in 
our afflictions that continually oppress us, we pour 
out before Thoe; and graciously hear them; that 
those things which the craft of the devil or of man 
worketh against us, may be brought to nought, and 
by the counsel of Thy goodness be scattered • that 
being hurt by no persecutions, we may ever give 
thanks unto Thee in Thy holy Church : Through 
Jesus Christ oujr Lord. 

God, from whom all holy desires, all good coun- 
sels, and all just works proceed : Give unto Thy serv- 
ants that peace which the world can not give ; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey Thy command- 
nients, and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may, by Thy protection, pass our 
time in rest and quietness: Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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After this prayer, let a hytnn be sang before the 
SERMON. 
At the conclusion of which, the following prayer, or the like in effect 

Cl^OSING PRATER. 

A LMIGHTY God, we humbly beseech Thee that 
-^^ the good seed of Thy Word, now sown among 
us, may take such deep root, that neither the burning 
heat of affliction may cause it to wither, nor the cares 
of this world choke it, but that, as seed sown in good 
ground, it may bring forth firuit to Thy praise. And 
because for our infirmity we can do nothing without 
Thy help, and Thou knowest how many and sore 
temptations surround us : Let Thy strength, Lord, 
sustain our weakness ; let Thy grace defend us from 
all assaults of evil ; increase our &ith, that we may 
never swerve from Thy commandment; augment in 
us hope and love ; and may no hardness of heart, no 
hypocrisy, no lusts of the flesh, no enticements of the 
world, cause us to wander from Thy ways. Grant 
this, Lord, fi)r the sake of our Advocate and Re- 
deemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Then let a hymn be sung, after which the congregation shall be dismissed 

with the ^ 
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BENEDICTION. 



rpHE grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
-*- of God, and the communion of the Holy Grhost, 
be with you all. Amen. 



A 



I 
I 

i 



OTHER FORMS 



FOB THB 



EVENING SERVICE ON THE LORD'S DAY. 



^ f ^ 9, ^ 



INVOCATION. 
I. 

r\ ETERNAL, Almighty, and most Gracious God ! 
" Heaven is Thy throne, and earth is Thy foot- 
stool ; holy and reverend is Thy Name. We sinners 
are bold, through our blessed Mediator, to present 
ourselves and our supplications before Thee. Receive 
us graciously^ help us by Thy Spirit, let Thy fear be 
upon us, let Thy Word come unto us in power, and be 
received in" love ; cause us to be fervent in, prayer, 
and joyful in Thy praises, and to serve Thee this day 
without distraction, that we may find it good for us to 
draw near unto Thee : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Oui: Father, etc. 

II. 

TjlTERNAL and Invisible God I Lifinite in pow.er, 

-^ wisdom, and goodness, dwelling in the light 

4 
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"which no man can approach^ yet dwelling also with 
the humble and contrite, and taking pleasure in Th j 
people : Thou hast consecrated for us a new and liv- 
ing way, that with boldness we may enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus. Behold us at Thy 
footstool. Despise us ' not, though unworthy ; put 
Thy fear into our hearts, that with reverence we may 
serve Thee ; write Thy laws in our minds, and let us 
all be taught of Thee. So may the words of our 
mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable 
in Thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
Our Father, etc. 



GENERAL PRAYER, 
Instead of the Litany. 

I. 

A LMIGHTY God, Most Merciful Father I We do 
•^^ not present ourselves before Thy Majesty trust- 
ing in our own merits or worthiness, but in Thy mani- 
fold mercies. Thou hast promised to hear our prayers 
and to grant our requests, in the Name of Thy beloved 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord : Who also hath com- 
manded us to assemble in His Name, with full assur- 
ance that He will be with us, and, as our Mediator 
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and Advocate^ obtain all things expedient for our 
good. Therefore we beseech Thee, Most Merciful 
Father ! turn Thy loving countenance toward us ; im- 
pute not unto us our manifold offences^ whereby we 
justly deserre Thy wrath ; but rather receive us to 
Thy mercy for Jesus Christ's sake. Accept His 
death and passion for all our trespasses. In TTin^ 
alone Thou art well-pleased ; and through Him Thou 
canst not be offended with us. And having of Thy 
compassion chosen us to be heirs with Him of that im- 
mortal Kingdom prepared for us before the foundatio^ 
of the world : We beseech Thee to increase our faith 
and knowledge, and to lighten our hearts with Thine 
Holy Spirit ; tliat we may live in godly conversation, 
and integrity of life. 

And because Thou hast bidden us pray for one an- 
other, we make request, Lord ! not only for our- 
selves, and others whom Thou hast called to the ap- 
prehension of Thy will, but for all people and nations 
of the world. As they know by Thy wonderful works 
that Thou -art God over all, so by Thy Holy Spirit 
may they learn to believe in Christ, their only Sa- 
viour and Redeemer. But since they cannot believe 
except they hear, nor hear but by preaching, and 
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non^ can preach except they be sent : Baise up, 
Lord ! fidthful distributors of Thy Mysteries, who, 
setting aside all worldly considerations, may both in 
their life and in their doctrine seek only Thy glory. 
Maintain Thy cause against all opposition; and 

r 

Strengthen all Thy servants: let not our sins and 
wickedness prove a hindrance to the spread of Thy 
Truth ; but speedily, I^ord t regard the afflictions 
of Thy Church ; and make haste to save us. Arise, 
Lord ! and let Thine enemies be ashamed ; let them 
flee from Thy presence that hate Thy holy Name ; let 
the groans of the prisoners come t^p before Thee ; and 
preserve by Thy power such as are appointed to die. 
Let not Thy foes triumph to the end ; but let them 
understand that against Thee they fight ; behold and 
defend the vine that Thy right hand hath planted ; 
and let all nations see the glory of Thine Anointed. 
Let Thy mighty hand and outstretched arm be ever 
our defence ; Thy mercy and loving-kindness in Christ 
our salvation ; Thy true and holy Word our instruc- 
tion ; Thy grace and Holy Spirit our consolation, unto 
the end. Grant these our requests, Father ! and 
all other things needful for us and ^hy whole Church; 
according to Thy promise in Jesus Christ our Lord : 
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unto whom, with Thee and th6 Holj Ghost, be all 
honour and glory, world without end. Amsn. 

II. 
A LMIGHTT God, our Heavenly Father ! We in- 
-^^ voke Thy Name, and beseech Thee to turn 
away Thy face from our manifold sins and transgres- 
sions, whereby we have not ceased to draw Thine an- 
ger upon us. And because we are most unworthy to 
appear before Thy sovereign Majesty, be pleased to 
regard us only in Thy well-beloved Son Jesus Christ; 
accepting the merits of His death in satis&ction for all 
our offences, that by His atonement we may become 
well-pleasing in Thy sight. Pour upon us Thy Holy 
Spirit, illuminating our minds in the true understand- 
ing of Thy Word ; and bestow upon us grace, that ror 
ceiving Thy Truth into our hesgrts with humility and 
fear, we may be led to put all our trust in Thee only, 
and live in Thy service and worship, to the glory of 
Thy holy Name. These benefits we ask, not only for 
ourselves, but also for all people and nations on the 
earth. Bring back, liiOrd, into the right way of 
salvation, all poor captives of ignorance sind false doc- 
trine. Raise up true and faithful ministers of the 
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Word, lyho shall seek not their own ease and ambition, 
but the exaltation of Thy Name, and the safety of Thy 
flock. Remove and scatter all sects,- heresies, and 
errors, which are the nurseries of strife and dissension 
in Thy Church ; and may all Thy people be of one 
mind, and live in brotherly union. Rule Thou and 
govern with Thy Spirit all kings, princes, and magis- 
trates, who hold the administration of the sword ; that 
their dominion may be exercised, not in avarice, cruelty, 
and oppression, or any oth^r evil and inordinate afiection, 
but in all justice and uprightness. May we also, liv- 
ing under them, pay them due honour and reverence, 
and lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and 
honesty. Comfort all distressed and afflicted persons, 
whom Thou dost visit with any kind of cross or tribu- 
lation ; the nations whom Thou dost chasten with war, 
pestilence, famine, or any other plague ; and all men 
whom Thou dost afflict with poverty^ imprisonment, 
sickness, banishment, or any other distress of body or 
infirmity of mind. Grant them firm patience under 
their trials, and speedily bring them out of their afflic- 
tions. Confirm and strengthen all Thy faithful chil- 
dren, who in any place are suffering persecution for 
the testimony of Thy heavenly Truth. Give them 
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stedfast constancy ; console them ; suffer not the rage 
of rapacious wolves to prevail against them ; but en- 
able them to glorify Thy Name, as well in life as in 
death. Preserve and defend all Thy Churches which 
at this day are labouring and fighting for the testimony 
of Thy blessed Name. Defeat and overturn all the 
counsels of their enemies, their machinations and de- 
vices. So may Thy glory be revealed, and the King- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ more and more in- 
creased and promoted. All this we ask of Thee in the 
name of our Sovereign Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

III. 

(Paraphrase of the Lord^s Prayer.) 

/^UR Father which art in heaven ! We draw near to 
" Thee with assured confid^ce through Thy be- 
loved Son ; earnestly beseeching that Thy great and 
holy Name may be glorified in every place. Extend Thy 
dominion over all the earth : leading Thy people by 
the sceptre of Thy Word, end the power of Thy 
Spirit : and confounding all Thine enemies by the 
might of Thy justice and Thy truth. Be pleased to 
rule over and conduct us ; that we may daily learn 
more and more to submit ourselves to Thy Majesty, as 
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our Governor and King. Destroy every power and 
principality opposed to Thy glory, until Thy Kingdom 
be perfectly established, and Thou appear for judg- 
ment in the person of Thy Son. Great God ! make 
us able and willing to render Thee true and perfect 
obedience on earth, as do Thy heavenly angels, that 
seek only to execute Thy commands. Thus may Thy 
will without contradiction be fulfilled; and all men 
submit to Thee, i^enoundng their own purposes, and 
all the affections of the flesh. 

Grant also, good Lord! that we, walking in the 
fear and love of Thy holy Name, may through Thy 
goodniess be nourished day by day ; and receive at Thy 
hands all things expedient and necessary for us, that 
we may use Thy gifts in quietness and peace; And 
observing Thy care of us, may we better acknowledge 
Thee to be our Father, expect all benefits at Thy 
hands only; and withdrawing our confidence from 
creatures, place it wholly in Thy fiivour and Thy 
love. 

And because in this mortal life we are prone to 
wander from the right way, and do continually come 
8h(»rt of our duty : We beseech Thee, Lord ! forgive 
our faults, by which we have dciserved Thy chastise- 
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ment; deliver us from that everlasting death unto 
T^hich we are justly exposed ; impute not unto us the 
evil that dwells within us : and even so may we, ac- 
cording to Thy command^ forgiye the trespasses of 
others, and do good unto our enemies, rather than 
seek their hurt. 

Finally, Lord ! Vouchsafe to uphold us hence* 
forth by Thy power, lest we fall through the weakness 
of the flesh. And since of ourselves we are frail^ and 
hesetwith foes, the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
that cease not to war against us : Be pleased to fortify 
us with Thy Spirit, and arm us with Thy grace ; may 
we withstand all. manner of temptation, and gain full 
victory in our spiritual warfare : so that at last we 
may triumph eternally in Thy Kingdom^ with our 
Sovereign Head and Captain, Jesus Christ Thy Son. 
Amen. 

IV. 

f\ LORD our God, Father Everlasting and full of 

^ compassion! Hear from the heavens our prayers 

and supplications, which we pour forth before Thy 

throne. In the multitude of Thy mercies Thou hast 

not only created us reasonable creatures, but also of 

Thine inestimable goodness Thou hast sent the great 

4* 
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Angel of the Covenant, oxtr Lord Jesus Christ, to re- 
deem us. By Him Thy wrath is taken away, the 
Law is satisfied, the power of death, of hell, and of 
Satan is broken. Behold, when we lay in the shadow 
of death, in fearful darkness of the soul. Thou madest 
the light of Thy Gospel to shine upon us, showing us 
the way to life everlasting. With these spiritual 
benefits, it hath pleased Thee to continue temporal 
ble^ssings. Thou hast been our hope, our fortress, and 
our God. Thou hast covered us with Thy feathers, 
and under Thy wings Thou hast made us to trust. 
Grant us, Mercifiil Father, thankful hearts for 
these Thy manifold favours. Open our mouths to 
sound forth Thy praise, and offer the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, wherein Thou dost delight. And we 
most humbly beseech Thee, give us unfeigned repent- 
ance for our pa^t unthankfulness to Thee ; create in 
,us new hearts, work in us sorrow for our sins, and 
hatred of the same, and a hearty love unto Thy right- 
eousness : that we, being not conformed unto this 
wicked world, but making Thy will the order of our 
life, may offer ourselves up a living sacrifice unto 
Thee, consecrating to Thy glory both body and soul,^ 
with all our powers. 



V 
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Preserve us, good Lord, firom the thraldom of sin 
and the bondage of unbelief. Continue the light of 
Thy glorious Gospel among us. Purge our land of all 
Tioleiice, uncleanneM, oppression, and every other evil 
that defiles Thine inheritance. Arm us Thy servants 
with Thy power, to strive against Sataa, the flesh, and 
the world, and all things that would beguile us firom 
our allegiance unto Thee: That, walking in Thy 
paths, and obeying Thy blessed ordinances, we may 
end our lives to liie honour of Thy Name, and attsun 
that immortality and crown of glory laid up for Thine 
elect in Jesus Christ, the Gbi of immortality and the 
King of glory. Amsn. 

CLOSING PRATEB. 
I. 

TT7"E most humbly beseech Thee, Father of Mercy, 
^ ' fi)r JestLS Christ Thy Son's sake, that as Thou 
hast caused the light of Thy Word clearly to shine 
among us, and hast plainly instructed us by the exter- 
nal Ministry in the right way of salvation : So it may 
please Thee inwardly to move our dull hearts ; and by 
the power of Thy Holy Spirit to write and seal in 
them that holy fear and reve^eiice which Thou requir- 
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est of Thy chosen. Grant us faithful obedience to Thy 
holy will, together with the sense that our sins are 
fully purged and freely remitted, by that One Sacrifice 
which alone is acceptable to Thee; the obedience, 
death, and mediation of Thy Son, our sovereign Lord, 
our only Shepherd and High Priest, Jesus Christ ; to 
whom with Thee and with the Holy Ghost, be all hon- 
our and glory, world without end. Amen. 

la. 
f\ GOD, who hast given us Thy Holy Scriptures for 
^ oar instruction, we beseech Thee by Thy grace 
to enlighten our minds and cleanse our hearts ; that 
we, having read, heard, and meditated upon them, may 
rightly understand and heartily embrace the things 
Thou hast revealed. Give eflScacy to the preaching of 
the Gospetl, that through the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, this good seed may be received into our hearts 
as into good ground ; and that we may not only hear 
Thy Word but keep it, living in conformity with Thy 
precepts; ^o that we may finally attain everlasting 
salvation,, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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III. 
r\ HEAVENLY Father I Thy Word is perfect, con- 
^^ verting the soul ; a sure testimony, making wise 
the simple ; enlightening the eyes of the blind ; and 
a powerful mean of salvation for all that believe. 
Help us, Thine unworthy servants, whether we teach, 
or whether we be taught, to learn of Thee. We are 
blind by nature, wholly incapable of doing any good ; 
and Thou wilt help none but those that are of a broken 
and contrite heart. We beseech Thee to enlighten 
our understanding with Thy Holy Spirit, and give us 
a meek heart, free from all haughtiness and carnal 
knowledge ; that, hearing Thy Word, we may rightly 
understand it, and rule our lives accordingly. Be 
graciously pleased to convert all those who yet stray 
from Thy truth ; that we, together with them, may 
unanimously serve Thee in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of our life. We ask all things for the 
sake of JesuB Christ our Lord : To whom, with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and praise ever- 
more. Amen. 
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heaven, that giyeth life unto our souls. Su£fer us no 
longer to live unto ourselves, according to the inclina- 
tions of a corrupt and sinful nature ; but may He live 
in us, and lead us, to the life that is holy, blessed, and 
unchangeable for ever. Thus may we be partakers of 
the new and everlasting Testament, which is the 
Covenant of grace. And thus assure us of Thy wil- 
lingness ever to be our gracious Father ; not imputing 
to us our sins, but as Thy beloved heirs and children, 
providing us with all things needful for our good, 
that both by our worka and words we may magnify 
Thy Name. Fit us, heavenly Father ! at this time 
so to celebrate the blessed remembrance of Thy 
beloved Son. JBnable us profitably to contemplate 
His love, and show forth the benefits of His death ; 
that receiving fresh increase of strength in Thy 
faith, and in all good works, we may with greater con- 
fidence call Thee our Father, and evermore rejoice 
in Theb: Through Jesus Christ our Bedeemer. 
Amen. 

THE GEEED. 
To be said hj the Minister imd People. 

T ET us now make profession of our &ith in the 
•^ doctrine of the Christian religion, wherein we 
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do all purpose, by the grace of God, to live and to 
die. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
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THE WORDS OF THE INSTITUTION. 

A TTEND to the words of the institution of the 
•^^ Holy Supper of our Lord Jesils Christ, aa they 
are delivered by the Apostle Paul. 

For I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the 
same night in which He was betrayed, took bread: 
and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
Take, eat ; this is my body, which is broken for you : 
this do in remembrance of me. After the same man* 
ner also. He took the cup, when He had supped, say- 
ing, This cup is the new testament in my blood : this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in' remembrance of me. 
For, as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye dq show the Lord's death till He come. Where- 
fore, whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
tibat cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body. 



The Lord's Suppkb. 



THE EXHORTATIOH. 
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and that our Lord Jesus addresseth to us His word, 
admitting us to this Table, and presenting us with 
this holy Sacrament, which He designs for His fol- 
lowers alone. And although we may . be conscious 
of many , infirmities and miseries in Ourselves, as 
namely, that we have not perfect faith, and that 
we have not given ourselves to serve God with such 
zeal as we are bound to do, but have daily to battle 
with the lusts of our flesh : Yet, since the Lord hath 
been graciously pleased to print His Gospel upon our 
hearts, and hath enabled us to resist unbelief ; and 
hath given us an earnest desire to renounce our own 
thoughts, and follow His righteousness and His holy 
commandments: Therefore we rest assured, that 
these remaining sins and imperfections do not prevent 
us from being received of God, and made worthy 
partakers of this spiritual food. For we do not 
come to this Supper to testify hereby that we are 
perfect and righteous in ourselves : but, on the con- 
trary, seeking our life in Jesus Christ, we acknowl- 
edge that we lie in the midst of death. Let us, then, 
regard this Sacrament as a medicine for those who are 
spiritually diseased ; and consider, that all the worthiness 
our Lord requires, is, that we truly know ourselves. 
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be sorry for our sins, and find oui: pleasure, joy, and 
satisfaction in Him above. 

First, then, we diould believe this promise, which 
Christ, who is Infallible Truth, has pronounced with 
His own lips : That He is truly willing to make us 
partakers of His own body and blood, in order that 
we may wholly possess Him, that He may live in us, 
and we in Him. And although you see here only the 
Bread and Wine, doubt not that He will accomplish 
spiritually in your souls all that He outwardly ex- 
hibits by these visible signs : He will manifest Him- 
self to be the heavenly Bread, to feed and nourish 
you unto eternal life. Be not unthankful for the in- 
finite goodness of your Lord, who displays at this 
Table the riches of His love, to distribute them among 
you. For, in giving Himself to us, He testifies that 
all He has is ours. Let us also receive this Sacra- 
ment as a pledge, that the virtue of His death and 
passion is imputed unto us for righteousness ; even as 
though we had suffered in our own persons the pen- 
alty of our guilt. Let no man perversely draw back, 
when Jesus gently invites him by His Word. But, 

< 

considering the dignity of His precious gift, let us 
present ourselves to Him with fervent zeal, that He 
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may make us capable of receiving His proffered 
grace. 

And now to this end lift up your minds and hearts 
on high, where Christ abideth in the glory of His 
Father, whence w^ expect His coming at our redemp- 
tion. Dwell not on these earthly and corruptible ele- 
ments, which we see present to our eyeff, and feel with 
our hands, to seek Him in them, as though He were 
enclosed in the bread or in the wine. Be satisfied to 
have this bread and this wine for witnesses and signs ; 
seeking spiritually the truth where God's Word iath 
promised that we shall find it. For then only shall 
our souls be disposed to receive food and life from EDs 
substance, when they shall be thus raided above all 
worldly things, even unto heaven, and enter into the 
kingdom of God, where He dwells. 



"The table on which the elements are placed being decently covered, the 
bread in convenient dishes, and the wine in cnps, and the commnnicants or- 
derly and gravely sitting aronnd the table, (or in their scats before it,) in the 
presence of the Minister : let him set the elements apart, by prayer and thanks- 
giving." 

THE CONSECRATINa PRAYER. 

r 

T ORD God! Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
-*^ Thou who art infinite goodness, and perfect love ! 
We bring to Thee the sacrifice of our praise, and the 
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offering of our thanks, for Thine inostimable gift in 
ttending Thy Son into the world ; for delivering Him 
up to die for us all ; and for inviting us to participate 
in the fruits of His atonement, at the Table of this 
holy feast. Lord ! what are we, to receive such price- 
less benefits at Thy hand ? or how shall we worthily 
show forth our gratitude to Thee ? The heavens and 
the earth, Lord! are full of the tokens of Thy 
bounty : but especially dost Thou manifest Thy love, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

m 

Accept, Lord our God I the homage of Thine ador- 
ing people. And grant that we, partaking of this 
holy Sacrament, to which we are welcomed by Thy 
grace, may now join ourselves by the bonds of living 
faith and true holiness to our Saviour : so that wo may 
not hencefortlvliye unto ourselves, but that He may 
live in us, and lead us to that blessed life that shall have 
no end. 

Father of Mercies I who didst not spare Thine only- 
begotten Son, but deliveredst Him to death for us all ; 
and hast brought us into fellowship with Him, that we 
might obtain everlasting life : We Thy servants, with a 
lively sense of Thy precious gift, do now consecrate our- 
selves entirely unto Thee. We present to Thee our 
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bodied, and our souls, in a living and holy sacrifice. And 
since Thou hast loved us so much, we acknowledge 
ourselves constrained to love one another. Impress 
our hearts, God ! with these holy inclinations : that 
so celebrating the remembrance of Thy dear Son, our 
faith may grow strong, our charity increase, our sanc- 
tification advance and be made complete, until we be 
meet for the inheritance of Thy saints in light ever- 
lasting. Hear us, Father of Mercies 1 we ask all 
in the Name of Thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord: unto whom, as imto Thee, and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, be honour, praise, and glory, now, henceforth, 
and for ever. Amen. 



" The Bread and Wine being thus set apart by prayer and thanksgiving, the 
Minister is to take the Bread and break it, in the view of the people, raying: 



i^UR Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night in which 
^^ He was betrayed, having taken bread, and 
blessed and broken it, gave it to His disciples ; as I, 
ministering in His Name, give this bread unto you : 
saying, [here the bread is to be distributed^'] Take, 
eat : this is My body, which is broken for you : this 
do in remembrance of Me. 

" After having given the Broad, he shall take the dip, and say : 
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A FTEB the same maimer our Sayiour also took the 
•^■^ cup; and' having given thanks, as hath heen 
done in His Name, He gave it to the disciples ; say- 
ing, [here the cup is to be given,] This cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for many, fdr 
the remission of sins : drink ye all of it. For as often 
as ye eat this bread, ^nd drink this cup, ye do show 
the Lord's death till He come. 

" The Minister himself is to commonicatd, at such time as may appear to him 
most conyenient.^^ 

SENTENCES, 

Which may be rex>eatedby the Minister, at interyals of silence, daring the 

participation. 

rpHE Bread which we break, is the communion of 
-L the Body of Christ. 

I am the Bread of life, saith Jesus : he that cometh 
to Me shall never hunger ; and he that believeth on 
Me shall never thirst. 

The Son of Man came, to give His life a ransom for 
many. 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are 
healed. ^ 
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He was oppressed, and He was afflicted; yet He 
opened not His mouth. 

Surely !He hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows. 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taiketh away the 
sin of the world. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to sa^e 
sinners ; of whom I am the chief. 

Come unto Him, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and He will give you rest Take His yoke upon 
you, and learn of Him : for He is meek and lowly in 
heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

And now, little children, abide in Him ; that when 
He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed at His coming. 

rjIHE Cup of Blessing which we bless, is the commu- 
-*- nion of the Blood of Christ 

I am the Vine, saith Jesus, ye 'are the branches ; 
abide in Me and I in you. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends : ye are My friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you. 
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God BO loved theowrorld, that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Hereby perceive "we the love of God, because He 
laid down His life for us : and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God.' 

We know that when He shall appear, we shall be 
like Him : for we shall see Him as He is. 

It is a fbithful saying, If we be dead with Him, we 
shall also live with Him : if we su£fer, we shall also 
reign with Him. 

Fear not, little flock: it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the Kingdom. 

Eye hath not seen, nor ^ar heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of men, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him. 

Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. Even so, come. Lord Jesus. 

** Then the Minister Is to pray and give thanks to God. 
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THANKSGIVINa. 

TTEAVENLY Father! we give Thee immortal 
-*"*- praise and thanks, that upon us poor sinners 
Thou hast conferred so rich a benefit, as to bring us 
into the communion of Thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Him having delivered up to death for us. 
Thou hast given for our food and nourishment unto 
eternal life. Now also grant us grace, that we* may 
never be unmindful of these things ; but carrying them 
about engraven on our hearts, may advance and grow 
in that faith which is effectual unto every good work. 
Thus may the rest of our lives be ordered and followed 
out to Thy glory, and the good of our fellow-men : 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord : Who with Thee, 
Father ! and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth in 
the unity of the Godhead, world without end. Ambn. 

'^The collection for tho poor, and to defray the expense of the elements, may 
be made after this ; or at snch other time as maj seem meet to the eldership." 

SENTENCES, 
Which may be read during the collection for the poor. 

■p EMEMBER the words of the Lord Jesus, how He 
-*-*^ said. It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
Te know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
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though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that ye through His poverty migjit be rich. 

To do good and to communicate forget not : for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased. • 

Every man according as he purposeth in his hearty 
so let him give ; not grudgingly, or of necessity : for 

V 

God loveth a cheerful ^ver. 

If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that be 
hath not. 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He 
said, Te have the poor with you always, and when- 
soever ye will ye may do them good. 

Afl we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
Household of Faith. 

For the administration of this service not only sup- 
plieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work and la- 
bour of lovfB, which ye have showed toward His 
Name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and 
do minister. 

Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 
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**Now let a Psalm or "Hjmn be «ang, and the congregation "cUsmiaMd, with 

the following, or some other Gospel" 

BBNBPICTIGN. 

1VT0W the God of Peace, that brought again from 
■^' the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good "work to do 
His TV ill, working in you that which is well-pleasing 
in His sight, through Jesus Christ ; to Whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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I- 

EXHORTATION. 

TvEARLY BELOVED in the Lord, forasmtich bb 
-*-^ we are now assembled to celebrate the holy 
Communion of the body and blood of our Saviour 
Christ, let us consider these words of St. Paul, how 
he exhorteth all persons diligently to try and examine 
themselves, before they presume to eat of that bread, 
and to drink of that cup. For, as the benefit is great, 
if with a true penit^t heart and lively &ith we re- 
ceive that holy sacrament, for then we spiritually eat 
the flesh of Christ, and drink His blood; then we 
dwell in Christ, and Christ in us; we be one with 
Christ, and Christ with us : So is the danger great if 
we receive the same unworthily; for then we be 

guilty of the body and blood of Christ our Saviour ; 

5* 
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we eat and drink our own condemnation, not discern- 
ing the Lord's body; we kindle God's wrath against 
ns, and provoke His punishment upon us. 

And, therefore, in the Name, and by the authority 
of the -Eternal God, and of His Son Jesus Christ, I 
separate from this Table all blasphemers of God, all 
idolaters, all that be in malice or envy, all persons 
disobedient to father or mother, and finally all such as 
live a life directly fighting against the will -of God : 
charging them, as they will answer in the presence of 
Him wto is the righteous Judge, that they presume 
not to pro&ne this mostioly Table. 

And yet this I pronounce not to exclude any peni- 
tent person, how grievous soever his sins before have 
been, so that he feel in his heart unfeigned repentance 
for the same : but only such as continue in sin with- 
out repentance. Neither yet is this pronounced 
against such as aspire to a greater perfection than 
they can in this present life attain. For, albeit we 
feel in ourselves much &ailty and wretchedness, as 
that we have not faith so perfect and constant as we 
ought, being many times ready to distrust God's 
goodness, through our corrupt nature ; and also that 
we are not so thoroughly given to serve God, neither 
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have we so fervent a ze$il to set forth His glory, as our 
duty requireth; feeling still such rebellion in our- 
selves, that we have need daily to fight against the 
lusts of the flesh : yet, nevertheless, seeing that our 
Lord hath dealt thus mercifully with us, that He hath 
printed His Gospel in our hearts, so that we are pre- 
served from falling into despair and unbelief ;^ and 
seeing that He hath endued us with a will and desire 
to renounce and withstand our own affections, T^ith a 
longing for His righteousness, find the. keeping of His 
commandments : We may be now right well assured, 
that these failures and manifold imperfections shall be 
no such hindrance against us, as that He should not 
accept us, and count us worthy to come to His spirit- 
ual Table. For the end of our coming is not to pro- 
test that we are just find upright in our lives; but 
contrariwise, we come to seek our life and perfection 
in Jesus Christ ; acknowledging in the meantime that 
of ourselves we are children of wrath and condem- 
nation. 

Let us then consider this Sacrament as a precious 
medici];ie for all poor sick creatures, a comfortable help 
for weak souls ; and that our Lord requireth no other 
worthiness on our part, than tliis : that we unfeignedly 
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acknowledge our sinfiilness and imperfection. Then 
to the end that we may be worthy partakers of His 
merits and most comfortable benefits, which is the 
true eating of His flesh and drinking of ^is blood, 
let ns not suffer our minds to wander about the con- 
sideration of these earthly and corruptible things, 
which we see present to our eyes and feel with our 
hands ; to seek Christ bodily present in them, as if 
He were enclosed in the bread and wine, or as if these 
elements were turned and ghanged into the substance 
of His flesh and blood. But as the only way to dis- 
pose our souls to receive nourishment, relief, and 
^ckening by His substance, let us lift up our minds 
by faith above all things worldly and sensible, and 
thereby enter into heaven, that we may find and re- 
ceive Christ where He dwelleth undoubtedly, very 
God and very man, in the incomprehensible glory of 
His Father : to Whom be all praise, honour, and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

CONSBCRATINGk PRATER. 

r\ FATHER of Mercy, and God of all consola- 
^^ tion ! Thou whom all creatures acknowledge 
and confess as Governor and Lord : It becomes ua, 
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the workmanship of Thy handa, at all times to 
reverence and magnify Thy holy Majesty : for that 
Thou hast created us in Thine image; but chiefly 
that Thou hast deliyered us from everlasting death 
and condemnation, whereuctto we were drawn by 
means of sin : from the bondage whereof neither man 
nor angel was able to set us free. And we do 
praise Thee, Lord I that rich in mercy, and in- 
finite in goodness. Thou has provided our redemption 
to stand in Thine only and well-beloved Son : Whom 
of very love Thou didst give to be made man like 
unto us in all things, sin excepted; in His body to 
receive the punishment of our transgression ; by His 
death to make satisfaction to Thy justice ; and througji 
His resurrection to destroy him that was the author 
of death, and so ta bring again life to the world, from 
which the whole offspring of Adam most justly was 
exiled. 

Lord I we acknowledge that no creature is able 
to comprehend the length and breadth, the depth and 
height, of that Thy most excellent love : which moved 
Thee to show mercy where none was , deserved ; to 
promise and give life where . death -hath gotten the 
victory ; to receive us again into Thy favour, when we 
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could do nothing but rebel against Thy law. liOrd ! 
the blind dulness of our corrupt nature will not suffer 
us sufficiently to weigh these Thy most ample benefits. 
Yet, nevertheless, at the command of. Jesus Christ 
our Lord, we present ourselves at this His Table, 
which He hath left to be used in remembrance of His 
death, until His coming again : to dedicate ourselves 
unto His service, renewing our vows, and engaging 
henceforth to obey His will ; to declare and witness 
before the world, that by Him abne Thou dost ac- 
knowledge us Thy children ; that by Him alone we 
have access to Thy throne of grace; that by Him 
alone we are brought into His spiritual Kingdom, to 
eat and drink at His Table ; with Whom we have our 
conversation even now in heaven; and by Whom our 
bodies shall be raised up again from the dust, and 
shall be placed with Him in that endless joy, which 
Thou, Father of Mercy ! hadst prepared for Thine 
elect before the foundation of the world was laid. 
And these most inestimable benefits, we acknowledge 
to have received of Thy free mercy and grace, by 
Thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord : 
for the which, therefore, we, Thy congregation, moved 
by Thy Holy Spirit, will render all thanks, praise, and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING. 

11 TOST Merciful Father ! we render Thee all praise, 
■^^-*- thanks, and glory, for that it hath pleased Thee, 
of Thy great mercies, to grant us, miserable sinners, 
BO excellent a gift, as to receivers into the fellowship 
and company of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
Whom Thou hast delivered to death for us, and given 
as our needful food and nourishment unto everlasting 
life. And now we beseech Thee also, Heavenly 
Father 1 to grant our prayer, that Thou wilt never 
suflFer us to forget these worthy benefits ; but rather 
imprint and fasten them surely in our hearts, that we 
may grow and increase daily more and more in that 
true faith, which is continually exercised in all man- 
ner of good works. Confirm us, Lord ! that we 
may stand immoveable in the profession of Thy Name, 
to the advancement of Thy glory, who art God over 
all things, blessed for ever. So be it. Amen. - 

ir. 

EXHORTATION. 

YOU are invited hither, dear Brethren, to be guests 
at this holy Table, by the Lord's command ; to 
receive Ihe greatest mercy, iand to perform the greatest 
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duty. On Christ's part all things are made ready. 
The feast is prepared for you, even for you that by sin 
have deserved to be cast out of the presence of the 
Lord ; for you that have so oft neglected and abused 
mercy : a feast of the body and blood of Christ, &ee to 
you, but dear to Him. You were lost, and in the way 
to be lost for ever ; when by the greatest miracle of 
condescending love, He sought and saved you^ You 
were dead in sin,, condemned by the law, the slaves of 
Satan ; there wanted nothing but the executing stroke 
of justice to have sent you into endless misery : when 
our Redeemer pitied you in your blood, and shed His, 
own to wash ajid heal you. He suflFered who was of- 
fended, that the offender might not suffer. He cried 
out on the cross, My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me ? that we, who had deserved it, might not 
be everlastingly forsaken. He died, that we might 
live. 0, how should this mercy of redemption affect 
you ! See here Christ dying, in this holy representa- 
tion I Behold the sacrificed Lamb of Gpd, that taketh 
away the sin of the world. It is His will to be thus 
frequently crucified before our eyes. 0, how should 
we be covered with shame, and loathe ourselves, who 
have bpth procured the death of Christ by sin, and sin- 
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ned against it. And how should we all be filled with 
joy, who haye such mysteries of mercy opened, and so 
great salvation freely offered to us. 0, then, hate siUi 
0, love this Saviour. See that you come not hither with- 
out a desire to be more holy ; nor with a purpose to go 
on in wilful sin. Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 
But if you heartily repent, and consent -to the cove- 
nant, come, >and welcome. We have commission from 
Christ to tell you that you are welcome. Let no 
trembling, contrite soul draw back, that is willing to be 
Christ's, upon His covenant terms : but believe that 
Christ is much 6iore willing to be youra. He was first 
willing, and therefore died for you, and made the cove- 
nant of grace, and sent to invite and importune you to 
consent, and stayed for you so long, and gave you your 
rfepentance, your willingness, and desire* Question not 
then His willingness, if you are willing : it is Satan 
and unbelief that would have you question it, to the 
injury both of Christ and you. Come near, observe, 
believe, and wonder at the riches of His love.and grace : 
for He hath Himself invited you to see and taste, that 
you might wonder. You are sinners : but He inviteth' 
you to receive a renewed, sealed pardon of your sins, 
and promises to give you more of His Spirit to overcome 
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them. See here His broken body md His blood, the tes- 
timonies of His willingness. Thus hath He sealed the 
covenant, which pardoneth all your sins, and secureth 
to. you your reconciliation with God, and your adop- 
tion, and your right to everlasting blessedness. Deny 
not your consent, but heartily give up yourselves to 
Christ : and then doubt not that your scarlet, crimson 
sins shall be made as white as wool or snow. Object 
not the number or greatness of them against His grace : 
there is none too great for Him to pardon to. penitent 
believers. But strive you then for great loathing of 
your sins, and greater love to such a God, and greater 
thanks to such a Saviour. Unfeignedly say, I am 
willing, Lord, to be wholly Thine : - and then believr 
ingly take Christ, and pardon, and life, as given you 
by His own appointment in the sealed covenant. And 
remember that He is coming. He is coming with 
thousands of His mighty angels, to execute judgment 
on the ungodly ; but to be glorified in His saints, and 
admired in all that do believe. And then we, shall 
have greater things than these. Then shall you see 
all the promises fulfilled, which now are sealed to you, 
on which He causeth you to trust. Revive now your 
love to one another, and forgive those that have 
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wronged' you, and delight in the communion of saints : 
and then you shall be admitted into the Church tri- 
umphant, where, with perfect saints, you shall per- 
fectly rejoice, and love and praise the Lord for ever. 
Receive now a crucified Christ here represented, and 
be content to take up your cross, and follow Him. 
And then you shall reign with a glorified Christ, in 
the blessed vision and fruition of that God, to whom 
by Christ you are now reconciled. Let faith and love 
be working upon these things, whilst you are at this 
holy Table. 

CONSBCRATINa PRATER. 

A LMIGHTY God, Thou art the Creator and the 
■^^ Lord of all things. Thou art the sovereign Maj- 
esty whom we have ofiended. Thou art our most lov- 
ing and merciful Father, who bast given Thy Son to 
reconcile us to Thyself: who hath ratified the new 
testament and covenant of grace with His most precious 
blo6d ; and hath instituted this holy Sacrament to be 
celebrated in remembrance of Him till His coming. 
Sanctify these Thy creatures of bread and wine, which 
according to Thy institution and command we set apart 
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to this holy use, that they may be sacramentally the 
body and blood of Thy Son Jesus Christ 

Most merciful Saviour, ad Thou hast loved us to 
the death, andr suffered for our sins, the just for the 
unjust, and hast instituted this holy ordinance to bd 
used in remembrance of Thee till Thy coming : We 
beseech Thee, by Thine intercession with the Father, 
through the sacrifice of Thy body and blood, give us 
the pardon of our sins, and Thy quickening Spirit, 
without which the flesh will profit us nothing. Re- 
concile us to the Father ; nourish us as Thy members 
to everlasting life. 

Most Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son ; by whom Christ was conceived ; by whom 
the prophets and apostles were inspired, and the minis- 
ters of Christ are qualified and called; Thou that 
dwellest and workest in all the members of Christ, 
whom thou Banctifiest to the image and for the service 
of their Head, and comfortest that they may show forth 
His praise : Illuminate us, that by faith we may see 
Him who is here represented to us. Soften our 
hearts, and humble us for our sins. Sanctify and 
quicken us, that 'we may relish the spiritual food, and 
feed on it to our nourishment and growth in grace. 
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Shed abroad the love of God upon our hearts, and 
draw them out in love to Him. Fill us with thank- 
fulness and holy joy, and with love to one another. 
Comfort us by witnessing that we are the children of 
God. Confirm us for new obedience. Be Thou the earn- 
est of our inheritance, and seal us unto everlasting Ufe. 
' Accept us, Lord ! who resign ourselves unto 
Thee as Thine own ; and with out" thanks and praise, 
present ourselves a living sacrifice, to be acceptable 
through Christ, useful for Thine honour, through 
time, and through eternity. Being made free from 
sin, and become Thy servants, let us have our fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life : Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

THANKSGIVIKTG. 

Tl /TOST Glorious God, how wonderful Thy power 
J-'-*- and wisdom, Thy holiness aj;id justice,. Thy 
love and mercy, in this work of redemption, by the 
incarnation, life, death, resurrection, intercession, and 
dominion of Thy Son! No wisdom or power in 
heaven' or earth could have delivered us but Thine. 
The angels desire to look into this mystery: the 
heavenly host do celebrate it with praises, saying. 
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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
"will toward men. The whole creation shall proclaim 
Thy praises : Bleasing, honour, glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever and ever. Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, to receive power, and honour, and glory : 
fct^He hath redeemed us to God by His blood, and 
made us kings and priests unto our God. And hast 
Thou indeed forgiven us so great a debt, by so pre- 
cious a ransom ? Wilt Thou indeed give us to reign 
with Christ in glory, and see Thy face, and love TJiee, 
and be loved of Thee for ever? Yea, Lord ! Thou 
hast forgiven us, and wilt glorify us; for Thou art 
faithful that hast promised. set our affections on 
the things above : let our conversation be in heaven, 
from whence we expect our Saviour to come and 
change us into the likeness of His glory. Then will 
we perfectly praise and worthily magnify Thee for 
ever, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost : to whom be 
glory. Amen. 

' III. 

EXHORTATION. 

rpHAT we may now celebrate the Supper of the 
-*- Xord to our comfort, it is necessary, first, that 
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every one consider by himself his sins, and the curse 
due to him for them : to the end that he may abhor 
and humble himself before God ; considering that the 
"wrath of God against sin is so great, that rather than 
it should go unpunished, He hath punished the same 
in His beloved Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and 
shameful death of the cross. 

Secondly, Let every one examine his own heart, 
whether he doth beUeve this faithful promise of God : 
that all his sins are forgiven him," only for the sake 
of the passion and death of Jesus Christ ; and that 
the perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed and 
freely given to him aa his own; yea, so perfectly, as 
if he had in his own person satisfied for all his sins, 
and fulfilled all righteousness. 

Thirdly, Let every one examine his own conscience, 
whether he hiath resolved henceforth to show true 
thankfulness to God in his whole life, and to walk 
uprightly before Him : and also whether he hath liaid 
aside unfeignedly all enmity, hatred, and en^y, and 
doth firmly resolve henceforward to walk in true love 
and peace with his neighbour. 

All those who are thus disposed, God will certainly 
receive in x^ercy, and count them worthy partakers at 
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the table of His Son Jesus Christ. On the contrary, 
those who do not feel this testimony in their hearts, 
eat and drink judgment to themselves. Therefore, we 
also, according to the command of Christ and the 
Apostle Paul, admonish all those who know them- 
selves to be defiled with the following sins, to keep 
themselves from the Table ^ of the Lord; and declare 
to them that they have no part in the Kingdom of 
Christ. Such as are idolaters ; all those who use or 
confide in any form of divination ; all despisers of God 
and of His Word, and of the holy Sacraments; a.11 
profane or false swearers ; contentious persons, and 
those that live in hatred and envy against their neigh- 
bours ; all unclean persons, drunkards, thieves, liars, 
slanderers, covetous ; and uU who lead offensive lives. 
These, while they continue in such sins, shall abstain 
from this meat which Christ hath ordained onlj for 
the faithful ; lest their judgment and condemnation be 
maAe the heavier. 

But ^his is not designed, dearly beloved brethren 
and sisters in the Lord, to deject the contrite hearts of 
the faithful ; as if none migh^ come to this Supper, but 
such as are without sin. For we do not come to this 
Supper to testify thereby that we are perfect and right- 
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eous in ourselves : but, on the contrary, since we are 
seeking our life out of ourselves, in Jesus. Christ, we 
acknowledge by this very service that we lie m the 
midst of death. Therefore, notwithstanding we still 
find many short-comings and miseries in ourselves : as 
namely, that we have not perfect feith ; and that we do 
not give ourselves to serve Grod with that zeal as we 
are bound ; but have daily to strive with the weakness 
of our faith, and the evil lusts of our own flesh : 
yet since, by the grace of the Holy Ghost, we 
are sorry for these weaknesses, and earnestly de- 
sirous to fight against our unbelief, and to live ac- 
cording to all the commandments of God : Therefore 
we rest assured, that no sin or infirmity which still 
against our will remaineth in us, can hinder us from 
being received of Gtxi in mercy, and thus made wor- 
thy partakers of this heavenly meat and drink. 

Let us now also consider to what end the Lord hath 
instituted His Supper: namely, That we do it in 
remembrance of Him. Now after this manner are we 
to remember Ilim in it. First, We must be confi- 
dently persuaded in our hearts, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was sent of the. Father into the world ; He 

assumed our flesh and blood ; He bore for us the wrath 

, G 
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of God, under which we should have perished ever- 
lastingly, from the beginning of His incarnation to the 
en^ of His life upon earth ; especially when.the weight 
of our sins and of the wrath of God pressed out of 
Him the bloody sweat in the garden, where He was 
bound that our bonds might be loosed. Afterwards 
He suflFered innumerable revilings, that we might 
never come to shame. In His innoccAce He was con- 
demned to death, that we might be acquitted at the 
judgment^seat of God. Yea, He suflFered His blessed 
body to be nailed on the Cross, that He might fasten 
thereon that handwriting of our sins. He hath also 
taken upon Himself the curse due to us, that He 
might fill us with His blessings ; and humbled Him- 
self unto the deepest reproach and pains of hell, in 
body and in soul, on the tree of the Cross, when He 
cried with a loud voice. My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me : that we might be made nigh unto 
God, and never be forsaken of Him. And finally He 
confirmed with His death, and the shedding of His 
blood, the new and eternal testament, that covenant of 
grace and reconciliation ; when He said. It is finished. 
And that we might firmly believe that we belong to 
this covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus Christ hath 
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ordained this Holy Supper, and said, This do in re- 
inembrance of Me : That is, as often as ye eat of 
this bread, and drink of this cup, ye shall thereby, as 
by a sure memorial and pledge, be admonished and 
assured of this my hearty love and faithfulness toward 
you. That whereas you should otherwise have suffered 
eternal death, I have given my body to the death of 
the Cross, and hskve shed my blood for you, and with 
my crucified body and shed blood do nourish your 
hungry and thirsty souls to everlasting life, as surely 
as this bread is broken before your eyes, and this cup 
is given to- you, and you eat and drink the same with 
your mouth, in remembrance of Me. 

From this institution of the Holy Supper of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we see that He directs our faith 
and trust to His perfect sacrifice, once offered on the 
Cross, as to the only ground of our salvation ; wherein 
He is become to our hungry and thirsty souls the 
true meat and drink of life eternal. For, by His 
death He hath taken away the cause of our eternal 
death and misery ; namely^ sin : and obtained for us 
the life-giving Spirit; that we by the same, which 
dwelleth in Christ as in the Head, and in us as in His 
members, might have true communipn with Him, and 
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be made partakers of all His blessings, of life eternal, 
righteousness, and glory. And, furthermore, that we 
by the same Spirit may also be united as members of 
one Body in true brotherly love ; as the holy Apostle 
saith. For we being many are one bread and one body: 
for we are all partakers of that one bread. For as 
out of many grains one meal is ground and one bread 
baked; and out of many berries being pressed to- 
gether one wine floweth and mixeth itself together : so 
all we, who by a true faith are engrafted into Christ, 
shall through brotherly love be one body, for the *sake 
of Christ our beloved Saviour, who hath first so ex- 
ceedingly loved us. And this we shall show not only 
in word, but also in very deed. 

Hereto assist us the Almighty God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through His Holy Spirit. Amen. 

That we may obtain all this, let us humble our- 
selves before God, and with true faith implore His 
grace. 

CONSECRATING PRAYER. 

r\ MOST Merciful God and Father I we beseech 
^^ Thee that in this Supper, by which we celebrate 
the glorious remembrance of the bitter death of Thy 
bebved Son Jesus Christ, Thou wilt so work in our 
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hearts by Thy Holy Spirit, that with true confidence 
we may more and more give ourselves tip unto Thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; that our burdened and fainting 
hearts may, through the power of the Holy Ghost, be 
fed and comforted with His true body and blood, yea, 
with Him, true God and man, that only heavenly 
Bread. And may we no Icmger live in our sins, but 
He in us and we in Him ; and thus be true partakers 
of the new and everlasting covenant of grace. May 
we not doubt that Thou wilt for ever be our gracious 
Father, never more imputing our sins unto tts; and 
providing us, as Thy beloved children, and heirs, with 
all things necessary as well for^ the body as Ihe^ soul. 
Grant us also. Thy grace, that we may cheerftilly take 
upon us our cross, deny ourselves, confess our Saviour, 
and in all tribulations with uplifted heads expect our 
Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, where He will make 
our mortal bodies like unto His most glorious body, 
and take us to be for ever with Himself. 

Our Father, etc. 

Strengthen us also by this holy Supper in the 
Catholic undoubted Christian Faith, whereof we make 
confession with bur mouths and hearts^ saying : 

I believe in God, etc. 



126 Other Forms of Celebrating 

nnHAT we may now be fed with the true heav^nfy 
^ Bread, Christ Jesus, let us not cleave with our 
hearts to the external bread and wine, but let us lift 
them up on high, where Christ Jesus is our Advocate, 
at the right hand of His heavenly Father ; whither all 
the articles of our faith lead us : not doubting that 
through the working of the Holy Ghost, we shall be 
fed and refreshed in our souls with His body and 
blood, as surely as we receive the holy bread and wine 
in remembrance of Him. 

Aftdr the ComxntuiioD, thb Minister shall say : 

T)ELOVED in the Lord, since the Lord hath now 
■^ fed our souls at His Table, let us therefore jointly 
praise His holy Name with thanksgiving, and every 
one say in his heart thus : 

Bless the Lord, my soul : and all that is within 
me, bless His holy Name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul : and forget not all His 
benefits. 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities : who healeth all 
thy diseases. 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction : who 
crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies. 
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The Lord is merciful and gracious : slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins : nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth : so great 
is His mercy toward them that fear Him. 

As &r as the east is from the west : so far hath 
He removed our transgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children : so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him. 

Who hath not spared His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all: and given us all things with 
Him. 

Therefore God commendeth His love towards us: 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 

Much more then, being now justified by His blood : 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son : much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the 
praises of the Lord: from this time forth for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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THANKSGHVINGt. • 

Let every one say with an attentive heart ; 

r\ ALMIGHTY, Merciful Ck)d and Father, with our 
^ whole hearts we thank Thee, that Thou hast of 
Thy boundless, mercy given us Thine only-begotten 
Son, to be our Mediator, and the sacrifice for our sins, 
and our meat and drink iinto life eternal. We bless 
Thee that Thou givest us lively faith, whereby we are 
made partakers of such Thy benefits : and hast been 
pleased that Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ should or- 
dain His holy Supper for the confirmation of the same. 
Grant then, we beseech Thee, fiiithful God and 
Father, that through the working of Thy Holy Spirit, 
this remembrance made of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and this showing forth of ffis death, may tend to the 
daily increase of our faith and saving fellowship with 
Him : unto Whom, as unto Thee, Father ! and the 
Holy Ghost, be honour and praise for ever. Amen. ; 



THE FORM 



OF ADMINISTEBINa 



THE SACEAMENT OF BAPTISM. 



^^-^ 



" Bai^tism is not to be unnecessarily delayed ; nor to be administered, in any 
case, by any private person : but by a Minister of Chxjit, called to be a steward 
of the Mysteries of God. 

"It is usually to be administered in the Chmrch, in the presence of the con- 
gregation; and it is conyenient that it be performed immediately after 
sermon. 

"■ After previous notice is given to the Minister, the child to be baptized is 
to be presented, by one or both of the parents, signifying their desire that the 
child may be baptized. 

"■ Before Baptism, let the Minister use some words of instruction, respecting 
the institution, nature, use, and ends of this ordinance ; showing 

" ' That it is instituted by Christ ; that it is a seal of the righteousness of 
faith ; that the seed of the fidthftil have no less a right to this ordinance, binder 
the Gospel, than the seed of Abraham to circumcision, under the Old Testa- 
ment ; that Christ conunanded all nations to be baptized ; that He blessed 
little children, declaring that of such is the kingdom of heaven; that children 
are federally holy, and therefore ought to be baptized ; that we are, by nature, 
sinful, guilty, and polluted, and have need of cleansing by the blood of Christ, 
and by the saactifying influences of the Spirit of God.' '\ 







UR help is in the Name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 

Do you present this child to be baptized ? 
Answer : We do. 
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/^UR Lord showeth tia in what poverty and misery 
^ we all are born, when He saith tl»t we must be 
bom again. For if a renewal of our nature be neces- 
sary, in order that we may enter the Kingdom of God: 
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selves in His.gQod pleasure, as He manifests it by His 
Word, and leads us to it by His Spirit. The fulfil- 
ment of both these parts is to be found in our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; Whose passion and death are of such 
power, that, participating in them, yfQ become as it were ' 
buried unto sin, that our carnal lusts may be morti- 
fied and slain. So too by the power of His resurrec- 
tion, we are raised to newness of life in God, by so 
much as His Spirit conducts and governs us, to work 
in us the things that are well-pleasing to Him. But 
the first and principal point of our salvation is, that 
by His mercy He remits to us all our offences, not im- 
puting them unto us, but destroying even the re- 
membraruce of them, that they come not into account 
at His judgment. 

These benefits are conferred when God is pleased to 
incorporate us into His Church by Baptism. For in 
this Sacrament He testifies to us the remission of our 
sins. And for this cause He ordained the sign of 
water, figuring to us that as by this element the stains 
of the body are cleansed, so He is willing to wash and 
purify our souls, that no spot may any IcFnger appear 
upon them. Here also He doth represent to us our 
regeneration ; which, as we have said, consists in thie 
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Jnortifying of our flesh, and the spiritual life, which 
He produces in us. Thus we receive in Baptism a 
twofold benefit from our God ; provided that we de- 
stroy not the virtue of this sacrament by our ingrati- 
tude : to wit. We have here a sure pledge that God id 
willing to be our propitiated Father, not imputing to 
us our sins and offences ; and secondly, that He will 
assist us by His Holy Spirit, to fight against the de^l, 
sin, and the lusts of our flesh, even so as to gain the 
victory over them, and to live in the liberty of His king- 
dom, which is a kingdom of righteousness and peace. 
Since, therefore, these two things are accomplished in 
us by the grace of Christ, it follows that the virtue 
and the substance of Baptism are both included in 
Him. And in fact we have no other cleansing than 
by His blood ; and we have no other renewal than by 
His death and resurrection ; and the same blessings 
that He communicates to us by His Word, He also 
distributes to us by His Sacraments. 

But our gracious God is not content to have adopted 
us for His children, and received us into the com- 
munion of His Church : He hath chosen more fully to 
extend His goodness over us ; promising that He will 
be our God, and the God of our seed, unto a thousand 
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generations. And although the children of belieyets 
belong to the corrupt race of Adam, He nevertheless 
fails not to accept them by virtue of this Covenant, 
and adopt tliem into the number of His People. 
Hence from the beginning He chose that in His 
Church the children should receive the sign of cir- 
cumcision, whereby He then represented all that to- 
day is manifested in Baptism. And as He command- 
ed that they should be circumcised, so He adopted 
them for His children, and called Himself their Ood, 
as He was the God of their fathers. 

Now, therefore, since our Lord Jesus came down to 
earth, not to diminish the grace of God His Father, 
but so to enlarge the Covenant of salyation which then 
was confined to the people of the Jews, as to include 
the whole world : there can be no doubt that our chil- 
dren are the heirs of that life which He hath promised 
to grant. And for this cause St. Paul hath said, that 
they are sanctified of God from the womb, that they 
may be distinguished from the children of heathen and 
unbelievers. And therefore our Lord Jesus Christ 
received the children that were brought to Him, as it 
is written in the Gospel : - 
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rpHEN were there brought unto Him little children, 
-*• that He should put His hands on -them, and pray : 
and the disciples xebuked them. But Jesus said. Suf- 
fer little children, and forbid them not, to oqme unto 
Me ; for of sudi is the kingdom of hcayen. - 

Since then He declares that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs unto them ; since He layeth His hands upon 
ihem, and coinmendeth them to God His Father : He 
doth sufficiently teach us, that we must not exclude 
them from His Church. Therefore^ in pursuance of 
this rule, we shall receive this child into His Church, 
to the end that he may be made partaker of the bless- 
ings which God hath promised to the faithful. And 
first of all we shall present him to God by our prayers, 
humbly saying with all our hearts thus : 

" Thep the Minister is to pray for a blessing to attend this ordinance/* 

PRAYER. 

T ORD God, Eternal and Almighty Father I since it 
-*^ hath pleased Thee of Thine infinite mercy to 
promise, that Thou wilt be a God to us and to our chil- 
dren : We pray Thee to confirm this grace unto the 
child here present, begotten and bom of parents whom 
Thou hast called into Thy Church. And even as he 
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m offered and consecrated unto Thee b j us, so wilt 
Thou receive him into Thy holy protection, declaring 
Thyself to be kis God and Saviour, forgiving hvm thp 
original sin whereof the whole race of Adam is guilty, 
and sanctifying kim by Thy Holy Spirit : that when- 
ce shall come to years of discretion, he may know and 
worship Thee as his only God, and glorify Thee 
throughout all his life. And to obtain such mercies, 
wilt Thou be pleased to incorporate him into the fel- 
lowship of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he may have a 
part in all His benefits, as a member of His Body. 
Grant, Father of Mercies, that the Baptism we confer 
upon him according to Thine Ordinance, may produce 
its fruit, and manifest its power, even as Thou hast 
deckred in the Gospel of Thy Son : Who hath taught 
us to say : 

■ 

/^UR Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 
^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Ambn. 
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*The Minkter is also to exhort the uarents to the careful performance of 
the!/ daty : req^alrlng, 



A S this child is to be received into the fellowship of 
•^-^ the Christian Church, you do promise, when he 
is come to years of discretion, to instruct him in the 
doctrine embraced by God's People, and summarily 
comprehended in our common Confession of Faith, to 
wit: 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth : and in Jesus Christ His only Son, 
our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy. Ghost, born 
of ^e Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried ; He descended into hell ; 
the third day He rose again from the dead ; He as- 
cended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty ; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost ; the holy Catholic Church, the Commu- 
nion of Saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrec- 
tion of the body ; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

You promise that. you will teach this child to read 
the Word of God. You will instruct Aim in the prin- 
ciples of our holy Religion, as contained in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments. You will teach 
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him to repeat the Catechism, the Apostles' Creed, and 
the Lord's Prayer. You will pray with and for this 
child; you will set an example of piety and godliness 
before him / and endeavour, by all the means of God's 
appointment, to bring him, up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. 



"■ These premises being made, thQ child shall be named ; and the Minister 
calling him by his name, shall say : 



I 



BAPTIZE thee in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 



" As he prononnces these words, he is to baptize the child with water, by 
pouring or sprinkling on the face of the child, without adding, any other cere- 
mony : and the whole shall be concluded with prayer." , 



THANKSGIVING. 

"TTfE lift up our eyes unto Thee, most Holy and 
' ' Merciful Father ! Who not only dost bless us 
with the common benefits bestowed upon mankind, but 
also dost lavish the precious and wonderful gifts of 
Thy Gospel upon us : and we give Thee most humble 
thanks for Thine infinite goodness : that Thou hast 
numbered us among Thy SamtSj and of Thy free grace 
hast called our children unto Thee.; marking them 
with this Sacrament, as a singular badge and token 
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of Thy love. Wherefore, most loving Father I though 
we deserve not so great a benefit, wfe beseech Thee 
for Christ's sake to confirm Thy favour more and 
more towards us : and take into Thy tuition and de- 
fence, this child, whom we ofier and present unto Thee 
with our common supplications. Suffer Aim never to 
fall into ingratitude, and to lose the force of Baptism ; 
but may he perceive Thee continually to be his Mer- 
ciful Father, through Thy Holy Spirit working- in 
his heart ; by whose divine power he may So prevail 
against Satan, that in the end obtaining the victory, 
he inay be exalted into the liberty of Thy Kingdom : 
"Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



OTHER FORMS 



FOB ^UV ADMINISTZBUfO 07 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. 



-#-*♦ 

/ 



ADDRESS. 

r ET US consider, dearly beloved, how Almighty God 
-■-^ hath not only made us His children by adoption, 
receiving us into the fellowship of His Church : but 
also hath promised that He will be our God, and the 
God of our children, unto a thousand generations. 
Which promise, confirmed to His People in i;he Old 
Testament by the Sacrament of Circumcision, He 
hath renewed to us in His New Testament by the 
Sacrament of Bjiptism : giving us thereby to know, 
that our infants belong to Him by covenant, and there- 
fore ought not to be deprived of those holy signs and 
badges, whereby His children are known from un- 
believers. 

Neither is it requisite that all tiiose who receive this 
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Sacran^ent should have^the use of understanding and 
faith : . but chiefly that they be contained under the 
name of God's People, so that remission of sins in the 
blood of Christ Jesus doth pertain unto them by the 
promise of God. This is most evident from the words 
of St. Paul, who pronounces the children begotten 
and bom, either of the parents being faithful, to be 
clean and holy. Also our Saviour Christ admitteth 
children to His presence, embracing and blessing 
them. Which testimonies of the Holy Ghost assure 
us, that infants are of the number, of God's People, 
and that remission of sins doth also belong to them in 
Christ. • Therefore they can not without injury be 
debarred from the common sign of God's children. 
Further, it is evident that Baptism was ordained to 

be ministered in the element of water, to teach us 

) 

that, like as water outwardly doth wash away the filth 
of the body, so inwardly doth the virtue of Christ's 
blood cleanse our souls from that corruption wherewith 
by nature we were infected ; whose venomous dregs, 
although they continue in this our flesh, yet by the 
merits of His death are not imputed unto us, because 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ is made ours by Bap- 
tism, Not that we deem any such virtue or power to 
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be inoluded in the visible water, or outward iWJtion ; 
for many have been baptized, and yet never inwardly 
cleansed : But that our Saviour Christ, who command- 
ed Baptism to be ministered, will, by the power of 
His Holy Spirit, effectually work in the hearts of 
His Elect, in time convenient, all that is meant and 
signified by the same. And this the Scripture calls 
our regeneration ; which consists chiefly in these two 
points : mortification, that is to say a .resisting of the 
rebellious lusts of the flesh; and newness of life, 
whereby we continually strive to walk in the pureness 
and perfection wherewith we are clad in Baptism. 

And although in the journey of this life .we are as- 
sailed with many jfoes, yet do we not fight without 
fruit. For this constant battle which we wage against 
sin, death, and hell, is H. most in&Uible argument that 
God the Father, mindful of His promise made unto 
Us in Christ Jesus, doth not only give us desire and 
courage to resist tbem, but, also assurance to overcome. 
Wherefore, dearly deloved, it is not only necessary 
that we be. once baptized, but also it profiteth much to 
be often present at this ministration ; that being put 
in mind of the league and covenant made between God 
and us, that He will be our God, and we His PeoplCj 
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He our Father, and we His children, we may have 
occa&ion to try as well our past lives as our present 
conversation; and to prove ourselves, whether we 
stand fast in the faith of God's Elect, or have strayed 
from Him through unbelief and ungodly lives. If our 
consciences do thus accuse us, yet by hearing the lov- 
ing promises of our heavenly Father, who calls all 
men to mercy by repentance, we may henceforth walk 
more warily in our vocation. Moreover, ye that be 
fathers and mothers, should take peculiar comfort in 
seeing your children thus received into the bosom of 
Christ's Congregation: whereby you are admonished 
to nourish and bring up the children of God's favour 
and mercy, over whom His fatherly providence con- 
tinually watches. 

And as this ought greatly to rejoice you, knowing 
that nothing can happen unto them without His good 
pleasure, so should it make you diligent and careful to 
nurture and instruct them in the true knowledge and 
fear of God. Wherein if ye be negligent, ye do not 
only injure your own children, hiding from them the 
good will and pleasure of Almighty God their Father : 
but also you heap upon yourselves judgment, in suffer- 
ing His children, bought with the blood of His dear 
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Bon, so treacherouslj for lack of knowledge to tarn 
away from Him. Hence it is your duty with all dili- 
gence to provide that your children, in due time, be 
instructed in aU knowledge necessary for a true Chris- 
tian: chiefly that they be taught to rest upon the 
righteousness of Christ Jesiis alone, and to abhor and 
flee all superstition and idolatry. And now to the 
intent that we may be assured that you, thia parents 
of this child, consent to the performance of all this : 
Declare here, before the &ce of God's Congregation, 
the sum of that Faith wherein ye believe, and will in- 
struct your child. 



Then tbe fiither, or in his absence tiie godlkther, shall rehearse the articles 

of his fiiith, as follows : 

I believe in God, etc. 



prater. 

A LMIGHTY and Everlasting God, who of Thine 
•^^ infinite mercy and goodness hast promised unto 
us that Thou wilt be not only our God, but also the 
God and Father of our children : We beseech. Thee, 
that having called us to be partakers of this Thy great 
mercy, in the fellowship of &ith, it may please Thee 
to sanctify with Thy Holy Spirit, and to receive into 
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the number of Thy children this infant, whom we 
shall baptize according^ to Thy Word : That Ae, com- 
ing to perfect age. may confess Thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent ; and 
may so serve Him, and be profitable unto His Church, 
in the whole course of his life, that this life ended, he 
may be brought,'^as a lively member of His body, unto 
the full fruition of Thy joys in the heavens : where 
Thy Son, our Saviour Christy reigneth with Thee and 
llie Holy Ghost, world without end. And in His 
Naixie we pray, aa He hath taught us, saying : 
Our Father, etc. 

The administration of the ordinance as in the preceding form. 

II. 
ADDRESS. 

"QAPTISM is an holy Sacrament instituted by 
■*^ Christ : in which a person professing the Chris- 
tian Faith, or the infant of such, is baptized with water 
into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost : in signification and solemnization of 
the holy covenant in which as a believer, or the seed 
of believers, he giveth up himself, or is by the parent 
given up, to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost : 
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to beliere in, love, and fear this blessed Trinity, against 
the flesh, the devil, and the world. Thus he is sol- 
emnly entered a visible member of Christ and His 
Church, a child of God, and an heir of heaven.. How 
great now is this mercy, and how great the duty, that 
is before you ! Is it a small mercy ^ for this ohild to 
be accepted into the covenant of God, and washed from 
Ms original sin in the blood of Christ — which is sig- 
nified and sealed by this sacramental washing in water : 
— ^to be accepted as a member of Christ and of His 
Qiurch, where He vouchsafes His protection and pro- 
vision, and the mean3 and Spirit of grace, and the re- 
newed pardon of sin upon repentance ? The didy on 
your part is, first, to see that you are stedfast in the 
faith and covenant of Christ; that you perish not 
yourself; that your child is indeed the child of a be- 
liever : And then, you are believingly and thanJifuUy 
to dedicate your child to God, and to enter him into 
the covenant in which you stand. And you must 
know that your faith, and consent, and dedication, will 
suffice for your children no longer than until they 
come to age themselves : and then they must own 
their baptismal covenant, and personally reaew it, and 
consent and givd themselves up to God, or else they 
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irill not be owned by Christ You must therefore ac- 
quaint them with the doctrine of the Gospel as they 
grow up, and with the covenant now made : and bring 
them up in the fear of the Lord. And when they are 
actually penitent believers, they must present them- 
selves to the Pastors of the Church, to be approved 
And received into the communion of the adult believers. 

The Minister shall here say to the Parent, and the Parent answer, as fol- 
loweth: ^ 

A ND now, because these promises are made only to 
•^■^ the faithful and to their seed, and because no 
man can sincerely dedicate his child to that God in 
whom he believeth not himself: I therefore require 
you to make profession of your own faith. 

Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth : And in Jesus Christ His only 
Son our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
bom of the Virgin Mary^ suffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead, and buried ; He descended 
into hell ; the third day He rose again from the dead ; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead ? 

Do you believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy 
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GathoBc Churoh, the Gommuiiiim of Saints ; the for- 
giveness of sins ; the resurrection oF the body, and 
the life everlasting ? 

Answer : All this I unfeignedly believe. 

Do you repent of your sins, and renounce the flesh, 
the devil, and the world, and consent "to the Covenant 
of Grace, giving up yourself to God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, as your Creator and reconciled Fa- 
llier, your Redeemer and your Sanctifier ? 

Answer: I do. 

Do you here solemnly promise, that, if God con- 
tinue this child with you till he be capable of instruc- 
tion, you will fidthfuUy endeavour to acquaint him with 
the covenant in which he was here engaged by you, 
and to instruct and exhort him that he perform this 
covenant as he looks for the blessiiigs upon it, or to 
escape the curses and wrath of God ; that he renounce 
the flesh, the world, and the devil^ and live not after 
them: and that he believe in this one God in three 
Persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, his Creator, 
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Bedeesner^ and Sanctifier ; fhat he resign himself to 
Him as his absolute owner, and obej Him as his su- 
preme Governor, and love Him as his most gracious 
Father, hoping to enjoy Him as His felicity in end- 
less glory ? 

Answer: I will faithfully endeavour it. 

Will you to this end faithfully endeavour to cause 
him to learn the articles of the Christian Faith, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments ; and to 
read and hear the Holy Scriptures, and to attend on 
the public Preaching of God's Word ? Will you en- 
deavour by your own teaching, and example, and re- 
straint, to keep him from wickedness, and train him 
up in a holy life ? 

Answer : I will faithfully endeavour it, by the help 
of God. 

Then let the Minister pray thus : 







PRAYER, 

MOST Merciful Father ! by the first Adam sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and 
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we are all b^ nature children of wrath/ But Thou 
hast given Thy only Son to be the seed of the woman, 
the Saviour of the world, the Captain of our salvation ; 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and to wash 
us in His bloody and reconcile us unto Thee, and to 
renew us by the Holy Ghost, and to bruise Satan 
under our feet. In Him Thqu hast established the 
Covenant of Grace, and hast appointed this holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptism for our solemn entrance into the 
bonds of the Covenant, and instating us in the bless- 
ings of it, which Thou extendest to the &ithful and 
their seed. "We dedicate and ofiFer this child to Thee, 
to be received into Thy Covenant and Thy Church. 
We beseech Thee to accept him as a member of Thy 
Son, and wash him in His blood from the guilt of sin, 
as the flesh is washed by this water. Be reconciled to. 
him, and take him for Thy child. Renew him in the 
image of Thy Son ; make him a fellow-citizen with the 
Saints, and of Thy household. Protect him and pro- 
vide for him as Thine own, and finally preserve him to 
Thy heavenly Kingdom : Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



Then the Minister shall ask of the parent thd name of tho child to he hap- 
flsed ; and naming him, shall say : 
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T BAPTIZE thee in the Name of the Father, and of 
-■- , the Son, and of, the Holy Ghost. 

~ And he shall thus declare : 

rpmS child is now receivecf by Christ's appointment 
-*- into His Church, and solemnly entered into the 
holy Covenant ; and engaged, if he lives to the use 
of reason, to rise with Christ to newness of life, being 
buried with Him by Baptism ; and to bear His Cross, 
and confess Christ crucified, and manfully to fight 
under His banner against the flesh, the devil, and the 
world, and to continue His faithful soldier and servant 
to the death, that he may receive the crown of life. 

Then he shall give thanks and pray. 
THANKSGIVING. 

■ 

^TfE give Thee thanks, Most Merciful Fatherl 
^ ^ that when we had broken Thy law, and were 
condemned by it, Thou didst give u§ a Saviour, and 
eternal life in Him ; and hast extended Thy Covenant 
of Grace to believers and to their seed ; and hast now 
received this child into Thy Covenant and Thy Church, 
as a member of Christ, by this Sacrament of regenera- 
tion. We beseech Thee, let him grow up in holiness ; 
and when he comes to years of discretion, let Thy 
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Spirit reveal unto him the mysteries of the Gospel, 
and the riches of Thy love in Jesus Christ ; and cause 
him to renew and perform the covenant that he hath 
now made, and to resign himself, and all that he hath, 
entirely unto Thee his Lord, to he subject and obe- 
dient to Thee his GovemcH-, and to love Thee his 
Father, with all his heart, and soul, and^might. May 
he ever adhere unto Thee, and delight in Thee, as the 
portion of his 'soul; desiring and hoping to enjoy 
Thee in everlasting glory« Save him from the lusts 
and alluretnents of the flesh ; the temptations of the 
devil 5 the pleasure, profit, and honour of the world ; 
from all the corruptions of his own heart, and all the 
hurtful violence of his foes: Keep him in communion 
with Thy saints, in the love and use of Thy Word and 
worship. May he deny himself and take up his cross, 
and follow Christ, the Captain of his salvation, and be 
faithful unto the death, and then receive the crown of 
life, through Jesus Chriist our Saviour. Amen. 

in. 

ADDRESS. 

rpHE principal parts of the doctrine of Holy Bap-» 
-L tism are ^ these three : first, That we with our 
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children are conceived and bom in sin, and therefore 
are children of wrath ; insomuch that we can not enter 
into the Kingdom of God, except we are bom again : 
which is signified by the application of water in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Secondly, Holy Baptism witnesseth and seal- 
eth unta us the washing away of our sins through 
Jesus Christ. For when we are baptized in the Name 
of the Father : God the Father sealeth unto us that 
He doth make an eternal Covenant of Grace with us, 
and adopts us for His children and heirs. And when 
we are baptized in the Name of the Son : God the 
Son sealeth unto us that He doth wash us in His 
blood from all our sins; so that we are accounted 
righteous before God. And, in like manner, when we 
are baptized in the Name of the Holy Ghost : God 
the Holy Ghost assures us that He will dwell in us, 
and apply that which we have in Christ, namely, the 
washing away of our sins, and the daily renewing of 
our lives, till we shall finally be presented without 
spot or wrinkle among the Elect in life eternal. 
Thirdly, Whereas in all covenants there are contained 
two parts, therefore are we through Baptism obliged 
imto new obedience : namely, that we cleave to this 
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one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; that we for- 
sake the world, crucifj our old nature, and walk in a 
new and holy life. 

And if we sometimes through weakness &11 into 
sin, we must not therefore despair of God's mercy, nor 
continue in sin, since Baptism is a seal and undoubted 
testimony, that we have an eternal Covenant of Grace 
with God. 

And although our young children do not understand 
these things, they are not therefore to be excluded 
from Baptism. For as they are without their knowl- 
edge partakers of the condemnation in Adam, so are 
they again received unto grace in Christ. For God 
said unto Abraham, the father of all the faithful, and 
therefore unto us and our children, I will establish 
My Covenant between Me and thee, and thy seed after 
thee in their generations, for an everlasting covenant ; 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
This is confirmed by the Apostle Peter, saying. For 
the promise is unto you, and to your children. There- 
fore God fortiierly commanded them to be circumcised, 
which was a seal of the covenant, and of the righteous^ 
ness of &ith. And therefore Christ also embraced 
them, laid His hands upon them, and blessed them, 
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Forasmuch then as Baptism is come in the place of 
Circumcisipn, infants are to he baptized, as heirs of the 
Kingdom of God, and of His Covenant. And parents 
are in duty bound, further to instruct their children 
herein, when they shall have arrived at years of dis- 
cretion. That therefore t]iis holy Ordinance of God 
may be administered to His glory, to our comfort, and 
to the edijBcatioh of His Church : let us call upon His 
Holy Name. 

PRAYEB. 

f\ ALMIGHTY and Etejnal God, we beseech Thee 
^ that Thou wilt be pleased of Thine infinite 
mei:cy graciously to look upon these children ; and in- 
corporate them by Thy Holy Spirit into Thy Son 
Jesus Christ : that they may be buried with Him unto 
His . death, and be raised with Him in newness of life ; 
that iliey may daily follow Him, joyfully bearing their 
Cross, and cleave unto Him in true faith, firm hope, 
and ardent love ; that they may with a comfortable 
sense of Thy favour leave this life, which is nothing 
but a continual death; and at tbe last day appear 
without terror before the judgment-seat of Christ Thy 
Sou ; Through Jeeus Christ our Lord, Who with Thee 
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and the Holy Ghost, one only God, lives and reigns 
forever. Amen. 



AN EXHORTATION, 



To the Parents, and thoee who come with them to Baptinn. 

T>ELOVED in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have 
^-^ heard that Baptism is an Ordinance of God, to 
seal unto us and to our seed His covenant. Therefore 
it must be used for that end, and not out of custom or 
superstition. That it may then be manifest that you 
are thus minded, you are to answer sincerely to these 
questions : 

First, Do you acknowledge that, although our chil- 
dren are conceived and bom in sin, ond therefore un- 
der condemnation : yet they are sanctified'^ in Christ, 
and therefore, as members of His Church, ou^t to be 
baptized^? 

'Secondly, Do you acknowledge the doctrine which 
is contained in the Old and New Testaments, and in 
the articles of the Christian faith, and which is taugljit 
here in this Christian <3hurch, to be the true and com- 

r • 

plete doctrine of salvation ? 

* M7 children, Ezek. xvi. 21. They are holy, 1 Cor. vll. 14 
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Thirdly, Do you promise and intend to see these 
children, when come to years of discretion, instnicted 
and brought up in the aforesaid doctrine, to the utmost 
of ypur power? 

Answer. Yes. 



N 



Thentlie Minister of God^s Word, in baptizing, shall say: 

I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, and 
•) of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 



THANKSGIVINa. 



A LMIGHTY God and Mefciful Father, we thank 
-^^ and praise Thee that Thou hast promised to for- 
give us and our children all our pins, through the 
blood of Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ ; and to re* 
ceive us through the Holy Ghost as members of Thy 
Son, and to adopt us as Thy children. We bless and 
praise Thee that Thou hast sealed and confirmed these 
promises unto us by Holy Baptism. We beseech 
Thee, through the same Son of Thy love, tjiat Thou 
wilt be pleased always to govern these baptised chil- 
dren by Thy Holy Spirit ; that they may be piously 
brought up, in the iiurture and admonition of the 
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Lord ; that they then may acknowledge Thy fatherly 
goodness and mercy, which Thou hast shown to them 
and to us ; and live in all righteousness under our only 
Teacher, King, and High Priest, Jesus Christ; and 
manfully fight and overcome sin, the devil, and his 
whole dominion : to the end that they may eternally 
praise and magnify Thee, and Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
together with the Holy Ghost, the one only true God. 
Amen. 



THE FORM 



or ADIUNUTXBIKO 



THE SACRAMENT OP BAPTISM 



TO ADULT PERSONS. 



Alter repeating the first two paragraphs of the preceding office, the Minla- 
ter proceeds thus: 

TTOWEVER children of Christian parents, although 
-'"^ they understand not this mystery, must be bap- 
tized, by virtue of the Goyenant: yet it is not lawful 
to baptize those who are come to years of discretion, 
except they first be sensible of their sins, and tnaike 
confession both of their repentance and of their faith in 
Christ. For this cause our Lord Jesus Christ com- 
manded His disciples to teach all nations, and then to 
baptize them, in the Name of the Father, and g! the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; adding this promise, Hd 
that belieyeth. and is baptized shall be saved. Accord- 
ingly, the Apostles baptized none who were of years 
of discretion, but such as made confession of their fidth 
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and repebtance. Therefore it is not lawfiil now to 
baptize any adult persons, but those who have been 
taught the mysteries of Holy Baptism, and are able 
to giye an account of their faith by the confession of 
the mouth. 

Since then, you, N., are desirous of this holy sacra- 
ment, as a seal of your engrafting into the Church of 
God ; that it may appear that you do not only receire 
the Christian Religion, of which you now make con- 
fession, but do, through the grace of God, intend and 
purpose to lead a life accordmg to the same ; you are 
sincerely to give answer before God and His Church : 

Dost thou believe in the one only true God, distinct 
in three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; Who 
hath made heaven and earth, and all that in them is, 
of nothing, and still maintains and governs them, inso- 
much that nothing comes to pass, either in heaven or 
on earth, without His divine will ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Dost thou acknowledge that thou art conceived and 
bom in sin, and therefore art a child of wrath, by na- 
ture wholly incapable of doing any good, and prone to 
all evil ; and that thou hast frequently, both in thought. 
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word, and deed^ transgressed the commandments of 
the Lord ; and art thou heartily sorry, for these sins ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Dost thou believe that Christ, Who is the true and 
eternal God, and very Man, is given thee of God to 
be thy Saviour ; and that thou dost receive by this 
faith remission of sins in^His blood ; and that thou art 
made by the power of the Holy Ghost a member of 
Jesus Christ and of His Church ? 

Answer, Yes. 

^>''"'^ost thou assent to all the articles of the Christian 
Religion, as they are here taught in this Christian 
Church, according to the Word of God ; and purpose 
stedfastly to continue in the same to the end of thy 
life ; jCnd also dost thou reject all heresies and schisms, 
repugnant to this doctrine j^ and promise to persevere 
in the communion of our Christian Church, not only 
in the hearing of the Word, but also in the use of the 
Lord's Supper ? 

Answer. Yes. 
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Hast thou taken a firm resolution always to lead a 
Christian life ; to forsake the world and its evil lusts, 
as becometh the members of Christ and of His 
Church ; and to submit thyself to all Christian ad- 
monitions ? 

Answer. Yes. 

The good and gracious God mercifully grant His 
grace and blessing to this thy purpose, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Then the Minister of God^s Word, in baptizing, shall say : 

N., I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 



THE FORM 



FOB 



THE ADMISSION OP BAPTIZED PERSONS 



TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 



^-^ 



At tiiie Service preparatory to the Lord^^B Sapper. 

" Children bom within the pale of the visible Ghnrch, and dedicated to God 
in Baptism, are under the inspection and government .of the Church ; and are 
to be taught to read and repeat the Catechism, the Apostles* Creed, and the 
Lord's Prayec They are to be tanght to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God, and 
to obey the Lord Jesus Christ And when they come to years of discretion^ 
if they be free flrom scandal, appear sober and steady, and to have sufficient 
knowledge to discern the Lord's Body, they ought to be informed it is their 
duty and their privilege ta come to thie Lord's Supper. 

** The years of discretion in young Christians can not be precisely fixed. 
This must be left to tiie prudence of the Eldership. The officers of the Church 
are the judges of the qualifications of those to be admitted to sealing ordl« 
nances ; and of the time when it is propei; to admit young Christians to them. 

** Those who are to be admitted to sealing ordinances, shall be examined as 
to their knowledge and pletf .** 







INVOCATION. 

UR help is in the Name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 



PREFACE. 

fTlHUS saith the Lord that made thee, and formed 
-*- thee from the womb, which will help thee, Fear 
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not, Jacob^ my servaat, and thou Jesurnn, whom 
I have chosen. For I will pour water oh him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will pour 
my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 
ofispring; and they shaU spring up as among the 
grass, as willows by the water-courses. One shall say, 
I am the Lord's; and another shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the 
name of Israel 

ADDRESS TO THE CONGREaATION. 

"QRETHREN, we are here met for the admission of 
-^ these young persons, who have been examined as 
to their knowledge and piety, to the Table of the Lord. 
They will publicly ratify in yOur hearing the engage- 
ments of their Baptism, and be received to the full par- 
ticipation of the benefits of the Covenant of Grace. 

This occasion is one of solemn interest &r each of 
them : and such also let it be for each of you. Let 
your thoughts revert to the vows that you have taken, 
and the privileges that you have enjoyed, in the com- 
munion and fellowship of Christ and of His Body the 
Church. To this end let us with one accord seek the 
blessing of the Spirit of God; 
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PRATER. 

A LHIGHTY and most Merdful God ! We give 
-^-^ Thee heiwiiy thanks, that Thou hast called us to 
the knowledge of Thyself, in Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
and hast vouchsafed to make us partakers of the great 
and precious promises of Thy holy Word. We praise 
Thee for the certain assurance, that these promises are 
unto us, and to our children^ and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as Thy grace shall call. Merciful 
God, we have believed the witness of Thy Word. We 
have dedicated these children from their infancy to 
Thee.^ We have sought for them admission to Thy 
Church by Holy Beiptism. We have taught them Thy 
saving Truth ; and now that they have reached years 
of discretion, we come with them, to witness their will- 
ing renewal of the sacred vows that bind them to Thy 
Covenant. Lord, we beseech Thee, help tiiiem at this 
solemn hour. Work in them both to will and to do of 
Thy good pleasure. Make them sincere in repentance, 
strong in &ith, stedfast in hope, and fervent in charity. 
Beceive them into the communion of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; and enable them to persevere unto 
the end, by the grace of Thy Holy Spirit/ Amen. 
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. Then the MiniBter, addr^elng the GandidAtes, says : 

'\rOU that desire to be admitted to the Table of the 
-*- Lord, are you so fully persuaded of the truths 
of the Gospel in which you have beeu taught, that 
you are ready to suffer all things, sooner than re- 
nounce the profession you now make ? 

Answer, Yes. 

Have you examined your own hearts, and are you 
determined to forsake siq, and to order your lives in 
obedience to God's law ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Do you promise that, for the strengthening of your 
faith and piety, you will give yourselves to careful 
study and meditation upon the Word of God, and to 
prayer ; to a regular attendance upon the assemblies 
of His People; and to all other means that Prov- 
idence shall furnish, for the advancement of your 
salvation ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Do you then sincerely and with your whole hearts 
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confirm and ratify the vows of your Baptism, that 
bind you to renounce the world with all its vanities, 
to resist your evil passions, to consecrate yourselves 
to God, your Father, Saviour, and Sanctifier; and to 
live in temperance, righteousness, and holiness all your 
daj8? 

Answer. Yes. 

Then the Minister says: 

TN view of these promises, I admit you to the Table 
-*- of the Supper of our^ Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you may enjoy all the privileges of the Covenant of 
Grace. 

May you be deeply sensible of the importance and 
the solemnity of the engagement that you have now 
entered upon, and retain the impression of it through- 
out your lives. Remember that it is to God, your 
Maker, your Redeemer, and your Judge, that these 
promises have been made ; and that upon the care you 
take to fulfil them, will depend your eternal blessed- 
ness. Walk worthily, then, of yoiir high vocation. 
Let the light of your good works shine before men. 
Labour to perfect holiness, in the fear of the Lord. 
Seek daily the strength of God. Nourish yoiir souls 
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with His Word. Be watchful unto prayer. Flee 
youthful snares, that would lead you away froln Hnn. 
Thus devoting yourselves to God from youth, you 
will be so accustomed to His service, that His yoke 
will seem to you easy, and His burden light, and 
your joy will be found in doing His blessed will. God 
on His part will bless you; He will give you His 
peace, that passeth all understanding. The eye of the 
Lord will be upon you, and His ears will be open to 
your prayers; the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse 
^ou from all sin. Be fearful of nothing; l]|$cause 
greater is He that is in you, than he that ia in the 
world. His strength will be made perfect in your 
weakness ; you will be able to do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth you. In the hour of death, 
you will be sustained by the hope of a joyful resur- 
rection, and having here below your fruit unto holi- 
ness, you sh^U have the end everlasting life. 

Then the Minister, addressing the whole congregation, says: 

A ND you. Brethren, who now witness the entrance 
■^•*- of these baptized persons upon a connection yet 
more close and intimate with yourselves, let your af- 
fection towisird them, and your earnest solicitude for 

8 



170 Admission op Baptized Persons 

their welfare, be henoeforth redoubled. And let us all 
with one accord, as members of one !3odj, unite in 
fervent prayer, that God may pour down His grace 
upon us, and guide by His Holy Spirit into His per- 
fect way. 

PRAYER. 

The Candidates kneeling. 

f\ LORD our God, who hast chosen to Thyself a 
^ Churcb on earth, and who hast promised to 
preserve it unto the end of the world, and finally raise 
it unto Thy glory: Look down in Thy goodness upon 
these baptized persons now prostrate before Thee, who 
have been solemnly admitted to the fiill communion 
and fellowship of Thy Church. Thou hadst already 
called them, by the promises of Thy Covenant, which 
are made unto iis and unto our children \ sad granted 
them the seal of this privilege of Christian birth, in 
the ordinance of Baptism. But since the weakness 
of their in&ncy prevented the personal and voluntary 
dedication of themselves, they come now to confirm 
the vows of obedience that were taken for, them, to 
consecrate themselves entirely to Thy service, and to 
beseedi Thee that Thou wilt graciously regard them 
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aB Thy children. They have been taught, Grod, to 
know Thee, their Father, Savionr, and Sanctifier. 
They are persuaded that there is salyatioH in none 
other, and they desire to have part in the benefits 
of the sacrifice of Christ, and His efficacious interces- 
sion. Accept, Lord, these purposes of their hearts, 
and receive them into the communion of Thy Son. 
May they love Thy truth, and ever seek to know it 
more thoroughly, and to profess it more consistently, 
unto the end of their lives. May they withstand all 
evil, renounce the world, its vanities and delusions, 
and live as the heirs and citizens of heaven. May 
the. Sacrament of which they shall partake be accom- 
panied with a fresh outpouring of Thy grace upon 
them. Take possession of their hearts by Thy Holy 
Spirit; and at last receive then^ with us into Thy 
heavenly habitations, through our Great Redeemer and 
Advocate, Jesus Christ Thy Son. Amen. 
Our Father, etc. 

BENEDICTION. 

rpHE blessing of God Ahnighty, the Father, the 
-^ Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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my body for the sin of my soul ? He hath showed 
thee, man, what is good ; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? 

OPENING PRAYER. 

r\ LORD, Thy mercy is without measure^ and the 
^ truth of Thy promise abideth for ever. Un- 
worthy are we that Thou shouldst look upon us ; but 
Thou hast promised to show Thy compassion toward 
the most grievous offenders, whensoever they repent; 
and by the mouth of Thy dear Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to give Thy Holy Spirit unto such as humbly 
call upon Thee. In boldness of this promise, we most 
fervently beseech Thee, Father of Mercies, that it 
may please Thee to work in our stubborn hearts m 
unfeigned sorrow for our offences, a feeling of Thy 
grace and mercy, and an earnest desire for that right- 
eousness in which we are bound continually to walk. 
But because neither we nor our prayerg can stand be- 
fore Thee, we fly to the obedience and perfect rights 
eousness of Jesus Christ our only Mediator : in whom, 
and by wh<Hn, we ask of Thee not only the remission 
of our sins, and the help of Thy Spirit, but all things 
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also that Thy wisdom knoweth to be expedient for US| 
and for Thy Church UaxiTersal. Amek. 

THE lord's PRAYER. 
To be said by tbe Minister and People. 

/^UE Father which art. in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
^^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
Qur debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de* 

L 

liver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Here may be snng a penitential Psalm. 

Then follows the reading of Bcriptnre, out of the Old and New Testaments. 

The following are appropriate selections : 

Isaiah 1 10-27. St. Matthew lit 1-13. 

Isaiah lylii. Hebrews iii. 

Jeremiah yii. 1-20. St. Matthew zzt 2^-46. 

Psalm li. St. Luke xiii. 28-86. 

Erokiel xviii. 20-82^ St Luke xtiii. 1-14. 

Daniel ix. 1-19. St. Luke xv. 11-82. 

Next the 

GENERAL PRAYER. 

f\ ALMIGHTY, Most Just, and Merciful God ! w^ 
^^ acknowledge ourselves unworthy to lift up our 

8* 
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ejes unto heayen, as we present ourselyes before Thee. 
For oar consciences accuse us, and our sins reprove 
us ; and we know that Thou, who art a righteous Judge, 
must needs punish them that transgress Thy law. 
Lord ! when we look back and examine our whole life, 
we find nothing in ourselves that deserveth any other 
reward than eternal condemnation. But since, of 
Thine unspeakable mercy, Thou hast commanded us in 
all our necessities to call upon Thee ; and hast also 
promised that Thou wilt hear our prayers, not for any 
merit of our own, for we have none, but for the merits 
of Thy Son, whom Thou hast ordained to be our only 
Mediator and Intercessor : Therefore we lay aside all 
confidence in man, and flee to the throne of Thy 
mercy, by the intercession of Thy only Son our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 

O Lord ! we lament and bewail our past unthank- 
fdlness towards Thee. We remember that besides those 
benefits of Thine which we enjoy in common with all 
men as Thy creatures, Thou hast bestowed upon us 
many special blessings, of which we are not able in 
heart to conceive the value, much less in words worthily 
to express it. Thou hast called us to the knowled^ 
of Thy Gospel. Thou hast released us from the hard 
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seryitude of Satan. Thou hast delivered us from idol- 
atry, and hast brought us into the clear and comfort- 
able light of Thy blessed Word. But we, unmindful 
of these Thy benefits, have neglected Thy command- 
ments, have abused the knowledge of Thy Gfospel, have 
followed our carnal liberty, have served our own lusts, 
and through our sinful lives have Ssdled suitably to 
serve and honour Thee. 

And now, Lord ! we do most humbly confess that 
we have sinned, and have most grievously displeased 
Thee. And if Thou, Lord ! provoked with our cKs- 
obedience, shouldst now deal with us as we have de- 
served, there remaineth nothing to be looked for, but 
continual plagues in this world, and hereafter eternal 
death and condemnation, both of body and of soul. 
For if we should excuse ourselves, our own consciences 
would accuse us before Thee, and our own disobedience 
and wickedneas would bear witness against us. Yea, 
although Thou shouldst punish us more grievously 
still ; though Thou shouldst pour upon us all those 
testimonies of Thy just wrath, which in time past Thou 
pouredst on Thy chosen people, Israel : yet could we 
not deny that we had justly deserved it. - 

But, O merciftil Lord ! Thou art pur God, and w 
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are Thine inheritance ; Thou art our Creator, and we 
the work of Thy hands ; Thou art our Shepherd, we 
Thy flock ; Thou art our Bedeemer, and we the people 
whom Thou hast redeemed ; Thou art our Father, we 
are Thy children. Lord ! be not wroth against us j 
punish us not in Thy sore displeasure. 

Bemember, Lord ! that Thy Name hath been 
named upon us ; that we bear Thy seal, and the tokens 
of Thy service. Perfect the work Thou hast begun in 
us ; that all the world may know Thou art our God 
,ajid merciful Deliverer. Thou knowest that the dead 
who.are in their graves ean not praise Thee ; but the 
sorrowful spirit, the con;trite heart, the conscience 
broken with a sense of sin, and panting for Thy grace, 
shall give Thee praise and glory. Thy people Israel 
ofttimes offended Thee, and Thou didst justly afflict 
them ; but as oft as they returned to Thee, Thou didsjt 
receive them in mercy; and though their sins. were 
never so great, yet didst Thou turn away Thy wrath, 
and the punishment prepared for them : and that for 
Thy Covenant's sake, which Thou madest with Thy 
servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Thou hast made 
a better Covenant with us, heavenly Father ! » 
Covenant on which we may leaiu as we appear before 
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Thee : thTOugh the mediation of Thy dea>r Son Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, with whose most precious blood it 
pleased Thee that this Covenant should be written, 
sealed, and confirmed. 

Wherefore, heavenly Father! we now, casting 
away oXl confidence in ourselves or any other creal^re, 
do flee to this most boly Covenant and testameQt ; 
wherein our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, once 
offering Himself a sacrifice for us on the Cross, hatli 
reconciled us to Thee for ever. Look, therefore, 
merciful God ! not upon the sins that we continually 
commit, but upon our Mediator and Peacemaker, 
Jesus Christ : that by His intercession Thy wrath may 
be pacified, and we again by Thy fatherly countenance 
relieved and comforted. ^ Eeceive us also into Thy 
heavenly defence, and govern us by Thy Holy Spirit. 
Frame in us newness of life, wherein to laud and 
magnify Thy blessed Name for ever, and to live every 
one of us according to the several states of life where- 
unto Thou hast ordained us. 

And, heavenly Father ! although by reason of 
our past sins, we are unworthy to crave any thing of 
Thee : yet, because Thou hast commanded us to pray 
for all men, we most humbly beseech Thee, save and 
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defend Thy holy Churoh. Be merciful to all com- 
monwealths, countries, princes, and magistrates ; and 
especially to this our land, and to its rulers and goy- 
emors. Increase the number of godly ministers. 
Endue them with Thy grace, to be found faithful and 

ft 

prudent in their office. We commend also to Thy 
&therly mercy all that be in poverty, exile, im- 
prisonment, sickness, or any kind of adversity; and 
chiefly those whom Thy hand hath touched with 
any dangerous sickness: which we beseech Thee, 
Lord I of Thy mercy, when Thy biased will is, to 
remove. And in the meantime grant us the grace 
of true repentance, steadfast faith, and constant pa- 
tience : that whether we live or die, we may always 
continue Thine, and ever bless Thy holy Name, 
and be brought to the fruition of Thy Qt)dhead. 
Grant these, and all our humble petitions, merciful 
Father I &r the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

After tills Prayer a H jmn shall be sung before the 

SERMON. 

After vhich a Closing Prayer, as on pp. 71, 88-86 ; followed by a Hymn, 
and the 
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BBNBDICTION. 



nnHE grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
-■- of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Ambn. 



THE 



ORDER OF SERVICE 



FOX ▲ 



DAY OF PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. 



^ '• ♦ •» 



^ On days of Thanksgiving^ the Minister Is to give Infonnatlon respecting the 
anthorlty and providences which call to the observance of them ; and to spend 
a more than usnal part of the time in the giving up of thanks, agreeably to the 
occasion, and in singing psalms or hymns of praise. 

^ It is the duty of the people on these days to rejoice with holy gladness of 
heart ; but let trembling be so Joined with our mirth, that no excess or un- 
becoming levity be indulged/^ 

PREFACE. 

r\ COME, let us sing igito the Lord : let us make 
^ a joyful noise to the rock of our salration. Let 
us come before His presence with thanksgiving, and 
make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms. 

come, let us worship and bow down : let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. For He is our God ; and 
we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of 
His hand. 
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invocation. 

A LMIGHTY God ! who tast promised to be pre- 
•^■*- sent with Thy people, and to grant their re- 
quests in the Name of Thy well-beloved Son : Look 
down, we beseech Thee, upon us, who have assembled 
at this time to offer unto Thee our thanksgiving and 
praise ; and for the sake of Him who is our only 
Saviour and Mediator with Thee, grant us the help 
> of Thy Holy Spirit : that our thoughts being lifted 
up, and our desires drawn forth unto Thee, we may 
render Thee an acceptable service, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE lord's PRAYER, 

To be said by the Minister and People^ 

/^UR Father which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy 
^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as' we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Then foUowa the aingitig of a Psalm or Hymn of ThimksgiTlng. 
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Next th« reading of Scripture ont of the Old and New Teataments. 

The following are appropriate aeleetloDB : 

l>eiit TiiL Bom. zii. 

Psalm ciT. PhlUp. Ir. 4r-20. 

Psalm evil. 1 Thess. t. 

Kezt the 

GENERAL THANKSGIVINa. 

r\ GOD, infinite in wisdom, power; and goodness ! 
^^ We acknowledge Thee the Creator of all things 
in the heavens above, in the earth beneath, and in 
the paths of the sea. We adore Thee for the great- 
ness and beauty of all Thy works. We adore Thy 
loving-kindness, that Thou hast made them subservient 
to the wantis and happiness of Thy children. What 
is man that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of 
man that Thou visitest him ? Thou hast given him 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowls 
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 

• 

upon the earth. Thou hast given to him for meat 
every moving thing that liveth, and every herb yield- 
ing seed, and every fruit-tree yielding fruit after its 
kind. Thou hast crowned us with mercy and loving- 
kindness.. 

We praise Thee for Thy gracious promise of old, 
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that while the earth remaineth, seed-time aad harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter^ and day 
and night, shall not cease. Thou visitest the earth, 
and blessest it. Thou sendest the springs into the 
valleys which run among the hills. Thou dtusest the 
grass to grow for all cattle, and herb for the service 
of man, that he may bring forth firuit out of the earth. 
Thou makest the furrows of the field soft with show- 
ers : Thou blessest the springing thereof, - The pas- 
tures are clothed with flocks: the valleys also are 
covered over with com : they shout for joy. Thou 
crownest- the year with Thy goodness : Thy clouds 
drop &tness : they drop upon the pastures of the wil- 
derness, and the Uttle hills rejoice on every side. 
Lord ! how manifold are Thy works I in wisdom hast 
Thou made them all. 

We praise Thee, Loid ! not only in the riches of 
Thy bounty and compassion, but also in Thy righteous 
judgments. Thou openest Thy hand, and we are 
filled with good : Thou hidest Thy face, and we are 
troubled. But we know that in Thy wrath Thou 
fememberest mercy ; and we acknowledge Thy long- 
suffering and Thy loving-kindness. Give us grace to 
believe, that whom the Lord loyeth He chasteneth ; 
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and ever enable us to offer onto Thee, in spirit and in 
truth, the prayer of Thy holy prophet : Although the 
fig-tree shall not bbssom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off fit)m 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet 
we will rejoice in the Lord ; we will joy in the God 
of our salvation. 

For ourselves and our country, Gracious GrodI 
we thank Thee: that notwithstanding our manifold 
transgressions of Thy holy laws. Thou hast continued 
unto us Thy marvellous kindness: that Thou hast 
given us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness. These have been 
witnesses of Thy grtot goodness, for they certify of 
Thee that Thou art the living God. Teach us to be- 
lieve with a strong &ith that Thou art Lord of the 
seasons : that Thou Uddest the earth to bring forth, 
and it obeyeth Thee. Accept our thanksgivings for 
all the blessings of the year now drawing to a close : 
fill our hearts with humility and love, with gratitude 
and trust : continue Thy loving-kindness unto us, and 
help us to show forth the fruits of grace, in a sincere 
obeditfice to His will, through whom all blessings are 
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vouchsafed, Thy Son our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. ; ^ 

' . <. 

After this Prayer a Hymn shall be sung before the 

SERMON, 

At the close of which may be nsed one of the forms of a General Prayer, as on 
page 81-38. 

^ Then a Hymn, and the 

BENEDICTION. 

rPHE grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
-*- of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen. 



1 



1 



THE OFFICE 



FOR THB 



CONFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE. 



i# «« ♦ »» » 



** MarrUge rnoBt always be peTformed before a competent number of wit- 
neeses ; and at any time, exoept on a day of public humiliation. And we ad- 
viae that it be not on the Lord's day. And the Minister is to glye a certificata 
of the marriage when required. 

** When the parties present themselyes for marriage, the Minister is to ask 
if there is any person present who knows any lawftd reason why these persons 
may not be Joined together in the marriage relation, that they will now make 
It known. 

** No objections being made, 4ie shall then proceed to give them some in- 
structions fix>m the Scriptures, respecting the institution and duties of this 
office."* 



r^ OD be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause 
^ His face to shine upon us, through Jesus Ohrist 
our Lord. Amen. 



TN the Name of AlipigbtxCbd? I demand of eadi 
-^ of jou here present, that if ye know any good 
reason why these persons M., and N., should not be 
joined in Marriage, ye do now declare the same, as 
ye would answer before the Searcher of Hearts. 
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r^ OD created man in His own image, and said, it 
^ is not good that man should be alone : I will 
make a help meet for him. He brought unto the 
man the woman whom He had made. And Adam 
said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh. Therefore shall a man leave father and mother, 
and cleave unto his wife : and they twain shall be one 
flesh. 

Marriage, thus ordained of God in Eden, was con- 
firmed at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, by the 
gracious presence and miraculous blessing of our 
divine Lord Jesus Christ : who also hath said. What 
God hath joined together let not man put asunder. 
Moreover, His Holy Apostle Paul has commended 
unto the husband the example of Christ in loving 
His Church, and unto the wife the willing subjection 
of the Church unto Christ as her Head. Whence we 
learn that Marriage is well-pleasing to God our 
Saviour, and most honourable to all who maintain 
therein a mutual love and unshaken fidelity. 

I therefore, a minister of the blessed Gospel, charge 
and entreat you both, to seek the help of God in all 
your duties; that His grace may make your union 
fruitful of comfort in this life, and a furtherance of 
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jonr eyerkstiBg salvation, to the glory of His liolj 
Name. 

Let us pray. 

r\ MOST Holy and Most Merciful Lord God, we be- 
^^ seech Thee for these Thy seryant and handmaid ; 
that they may, with a reverent trust in Thee, enter into 
the covenant of' marriage, as they now propose, and 
truly keep all the vows which they are about to make 
according to Thy Word. Grant this, our Father, 
with the forgiveness of our sins, through Christ Thy 
Bon. Amen. 



Then the Minister aliall bid the man and the woman to Join their ri^t hands : 
which being done, he shall say to the man : 



r /- "TvOST thou , take this woman , before God 

-*-^ and these witnesses, to be thy wife ? 



Answer, Yes. 



f/T\OST thou promise to love her, honour her, def^d 
-^ her, sustain and cherish her, in joy and in sor- 
row, in health and in sickness, in prosperity and in 

adversity ? Wilt thou be faithful to her in all things 

9 
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afl becometh a good husband, and never forsake her so 
long as ye both do live ? 

Answer. Yes. 

The Minister shall then say to the woman : 



D 



OST thou , take this man , before God 

and these witnesses, to be thy husband ? 



Answer, Yes. 

T\OST thou promise to love him, honour him, cher- 
^ ish and obey him, in joy and in sorrow, in 
heaia and in sicknesB. in prosperity and in adversity? 
Wilt thou be &ithful to him in all things as becometh 
a good wife) and never forsake him so long as ye both 
do live ? 

Answer. Yes. 

[When a ring is nsed.] 
To the man : 



W 



HAT pledge dost thou give that thou wilt per- 
form these thy vows ? 



The man shows the ring. 
To the woman: 



D 
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OST thou receive this ring in token of the same 
on thy part ? 

Then the man (the Minister guiding his hand) shall place the ring on the fourth 
finger of her left hand. 

Then the Minister shall say : 

Let us pray.. 

f\ GOD, our heavenly Father, Thou hast heard 
^ these promises of Thy servant and handmaid to 
each other : Mercifully condesceiid to unite their hearts 
and lives by all the grace and true affection of a happy 
marriage. May their love never know change, or 
doubt, or decay. Beplenish them with Thy Holy 
Spirit, that they may piously live together according 
to Thy divine will. May they be blessed in each 

« 

other, and both in the knowledge of Christ Thy Son, 
and may they at last enter Thy blessed Kingdom : 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

Then the Minister, taking their clasped hands between his, shall say: ' 

"VrOW in the Name of God, Father, Son, and Holy 
-^^ Ghost, whose servant I am, I pronounce you 
husband and wife. 

The Lord bless you, and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be 
giucious unto you. 
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The Lord lift up His conntenance upon you, and 
give you peace. 



Then, still holding their hands, the Minister shall say to the company of 'wit- 
nesses: 



¥ 



HAT therefore Grod hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. 



*' Let thd Minister keep a proper register for the names of all penons vhom 
he marries, and of the time of their noarriage, for the pemsal of aU whom it 
may concern.^ 



THE 



BUEIAL OF THE BEAD. 



^--•^ 



THE SEKVIOE AT THE HOUSE. 

PBEFAGBS, 
One or more of which may be read at discretion. 

TT IB better to go to the house of mottrning, than to 
-^ go to the house of feasting : for that is the end 
of all men ; and the living will ky it to his heart 

Affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth 
trouble spring out of the ground. See now, saith the 
Lord, tbat I, even I am He, and there is no Gtoi with 
Me. I kiU, and I make aliye ; I wound, and I heal ; 
neither is there any that can deliver out of Mj 
hand. 

The Lord destroyeth the hope of man. The Lord 
prevaileth against him, and he passeth. He changeth 
his countenance, and sendeth him away. 

It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
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Bumed ; because His compassions &il not. Like as a 
&ther pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame ; He re- 
membereth that we are dust. 

Though He cause grief, yet will He have compas- 
sion according to the multitude of His mercies. For 
He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of men. 

Despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
feint when thou art rebuked of Him : for whom the 
Lord Ipveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom He receiveth. Now no chastening for the pres- 
ent seemeth to be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness unto them which are exercised thereby. Where- 
fore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble 
&nees. 

For we have not an High Priest which can not be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

Leave thy fatherless children, saith the Lord; I 
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will pi*eserve them alive ; and let thy widows trust in 
Me. 

A Father of the fatherless, and a Judge of the 
widows, is God in Hi^ holy habitation. 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then 
the Lord will take me up. 

For an Infant: 

And David said, While the child was yet alive, I 
fasted and wept : for I said. Who can tell whether God 
will be gracious to^ me, that the child may live ? 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I &st? Can I 
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me. 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smok- 
ing flax shall He not quench^ 

Let us pray. 

prater. 

f\ 7J0^ Merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
^ Christ, Who hath said, Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted : Under the shadow 
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of Thy judgments wq come to Thee, and acknowledge 
Thee to be the Lord alone. Thou hast entered this 
house with Thy chastenings : Ob I be Thou nigK in 
Thy tender compassion to these afflicted ones. Bless 
Thy sorrowing servants with Thy consolations, which 
are neither few nor small. Convert them wholly to 
Thyself, and fill their bleeding hearts with Thy love. 
Make the night of their grief to be light by Thy grace. 
Deliver us Thy servants, we pray Thee, fix)m the 
bondage of our sins, that we may be free from fear 
of death/ and be ready «t Thy coming. Yea, Lord 1 
for Christ's sake, sanctify us by Thy Holy' Spirit, that 
whether we live, we may live unto the Lord, or whether 
we die, we may die unto the Lord ; whether we live or 
die, may we be the Lord's. Amen. 



fTlHE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you 
-'- all. Amen. 



THE 

SERTICE AT THE CHURCH. 



^* ♦ •» 



[If the service bo porformed in whole st the house, then a pftrt of the follow- 
ing maj be used in oonnection with the preceding form.] 

Upon entering the ohnrch, when all shall have taken the attitude of pnyeri 
let the Ninetieth Psalm be read as an 

INVOCATION. 

T OBD, Thou hast been oiir dwelling-place in all 

-" generations. Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the 

world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art 

God. Thou tumest man to destruction ; and sayest, 

Betum, je children of men. For a thousand years in 

Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as 

a watch in the night. Thou carriest them away as 

with a flood ; they are as a sleep : in the morning they 

are like grass which groweth up. In the morning it 

flourisheth and groweth up ; in the evening it is cut 

down, and withereth. For we are consumed by Thine 

anger, and by Thy wrath are we troubled. Thou hast 

set our iniquities before Thee, our secret suis in the 

9* 
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light of Thy countenance. For all our days are 
passed away in Thy wrath : we spend our years as a 
tale that is told. The days of our years are three 
score years and ten ; and if by reason of strength they 
be four-score years, yet is their strength labour and 
sorrow ; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. Who 
knoweth the power of Thine anger? even a<5Cording to 
Thy fear, so is Thy wrath. So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Betum, P Lord ! how long ? and let it repent Thee 
concerning Thy savants. satisfy us early with Thy 
mercy ; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the days wherein Thou hast 
afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evlL 
Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy 
glory imto their children. And let the beauty of the 
Lord our God be upon us ; and establish Thou the 
work of our hands upon us : yea, the work of our 
hands establish Thou it. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amek. 

Hero may be Bxaxg a Funeral Hymn. 

Then let there bo read two portions of Scriptore, from the Goepelfl and tho 
Epistles. The following are snltable passages : 

Hear the comfortable words of the Gospel of our 
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Sayiour Jesus Christ, as they are written in the 
eleventh chapter of Saint John : 

rriHEN said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if Thou hadst 
-*- been here, my brother had not died. But I 
kaow, that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of 
God, Gk)d will give it thee. Jesus saith unto her, 
Thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto Him, 
I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the Besur- 
rection, and the Life : he that believeth on Me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live : aixd whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me, shall never die. Believest thou 
this? She saith unto Him, Yea, Lord : I believe that 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of Grod, which should 
come into the world. 

Or this: 

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, in 
the fifth chapter of Saint John : 



TTEEILY, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth 

* My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, 

hath everlasting life, and shall not come itito coQdem- 



204 Bttrial OF THE Dead. 

nation ; hut is passed from death unto life. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God : and they ihat^ hear shall live. For as the 
Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to the 
Son to have life in Himself; and hath given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because He is the 
Son of Man. Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming,^ in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice, and shall come forth ; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that hate done evil, unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation. 

For an Infant: 

Hear the comfortable words of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ: 

fJlHEY brought young children ^ to Him, that He 
-*- should touch them : and His disciples rebuked 
those that brought them. But when Jesus saw it. 
He was much displeased, and said unto them. Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. Verily I 
say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the King- 
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dom of G<h} as a little child, he shall not enler 
therein. 

Or this: 

rp AKE heed that ye despise not one of these little 
-*- ones ; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of My Father which 
is in heaven. For the Son. of Man is come to save 
that which was lost. How think ye? If a man 
have a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, 
doth He not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into 
the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray ? 
And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, He 
rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and 
nine which went not astray. Even so, it is not the 
will of your Father which is in heav^i, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

Then let the second portion of Scripture be read, from 1 Corinthians, xy. : 

Hear also what the Apostle Paul saith : 

ATOW is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
-^^ first-fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by Man came also the Besurrection 
of tile dead. For as in Adam all di^, even so in 
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Christ shall all be made alive. Bat every man in his 
own order: Christ the first-fruits; afterward ihey 
that are Christ's, at His coming. — ^But some man will 
sa J, How are the dead raised up 7 and with what body 
do they come ? Thou fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it die : and that which thou 
sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but 
bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain : but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased 
Him, and to every seed his own body. — So also is the 
Resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, 
it is raised in incorruption : it is sown in dishonour, 
it is raised in glory : it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power : it is sown a natural body, it is raised 
a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body. And so it is written. The first 
man Adam was made a living soul ; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not 
first which is spiritual, but that which is natural ; and 
afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of 
the earth, earthy : the second Man is the Lord from 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
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of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood can not inherit the Kingdom of God : neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I show 
you a mystery : We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and t^e 
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortal- 
ity. So when this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall haye put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten. Death is swallowed up in victory. death, 
where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy victory ? 
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Or this, from Beyelatlon xz. : 

Hear also the Bevelation of St. John : 



A 



ND I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat 
on it, from whose &ce the earth and the heaven 
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fled away; and there was found no plaoe for them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God ; and the books were opened : and another book 
was opened, which is the Book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it ; and death and hell 
delivered up tiie dead which were jn them : and they 
were judged eyerj man according to their works. 

Or this, from'SeTelation xzl. : 

A ND I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the 
-^^ first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away ; and there was no more sea. And I John saw 
the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from 
God^ out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, 
saying, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
People, and God Himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain : for the former things are passed away. 
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Let us pray. 

PRATEB. 

f\ GOD, whose daya are without end, and whose 



THE 



SERVICE AT THE GRAVE. 



^ f ♦ ■» » 



M- 



'AN goeth to his long home, and the moumers go 
about the streets. 

What man is he that liveth, and shall not see 
death ? Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the 
grave? 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write : 
Blessed are the dead which tlie in the Lord from 
henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that &deth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the powei 
of God through fisdth unto salvation. 
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At tho time of btirial, the Minister ehall say : 

rpHE dust returns to. dust, and the spirit unto God 
-*- who gave it : therefore do we now commit the 
body of our departed hrother to the earth [or deep] 
until that hour when earth and sea shall give up their 
dead, at the coming of our Lord Jesus" Christ to juefge 
the world. , , 

r 

Let us pray. 

A LMIGSTY a^d Everla«tmg God! w* Thine un- 
-^^ worthy seryaaits beseech Thee for Christ's siake 
to havev mercy upon us. From the borders of the 
grave we cry unto Thee ; for Christ's sake have mercy 
upon us. It hath pleased Thee to call out of this 
world the soul of our departed friend, whose body 
we have now brought for his buriaL We humbly, en- 
treat Thee that we may with true penitence of heart 
receive the warning of Thy providence, and consider 
that by reason of our guilt it is appointed unto us to 
die, and that in a moment when we think not we may 
appear before Thee,. Yea, Lord, by reason of our 
sins we lie in the midst of death. Spare us, Lord, 
most pitiful and long-suffering Lord God, spare us. 
a little longer, that we may take refuge in Ohrist, 
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abiding in Him, that when He shall appear we may 
hare confidence, and not be ashamed at His coming. 
Merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Ghriat, 
suffer none of us to liye without godliness and die 
without hope ; but constrain us mightily by Thy 
love : that we,- being renewed by Thy grace, and 
accepted through Christ's intercession, may walk be- 
fore Thee in newness of life, and praise Thee for ever 
among the Assembly of the Elect, where there shall 
be no more death, and. sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away : which we implore for the sake of Him who has 
taught us to say,. 

/^UR Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
^-^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom^ and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION. 

"VrOW the God of Peace, that brought again from 
-^^ the dead our Lord Jesus^ that great Shepherd 
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of the she^, througli th^ blood of the everlasting 
covenant, miake you perfect in every good work^ to 
do His will, working in yon that which is- well-pleas- 
ing in Hia sight, through Jesus Christ. Amen> 



PUBLIC DISCIPLINE, ORDINATION, 



&C., &C. 



THE FORM 



OF 



PUBLIC EXCOMMUNICATION 



^» ♦ •» 



" When any member has been adjudged to be cut off tram the communion 
of theChnrdifitisproper that the sentence be pnbliclj pronounced against 
him. 

** The Minister shall give the church or congregation a short narrative of the 
several steps which have been taken with respect to their offending brother, 
and inform them that it has been found necessary to cilt him off from the 
communion ; and shall in the presence of the church or congregation pro- 
nounce this sentence, in- the following, or like form, viz. : 

** He shall begin by showipg the authority of the Church^ to cast out un- 
worthy members, from Matt. xviiL 15-18 ; 1 Cor. v. 1-5 ; and shall briefly ex- 
plain the nature, use, and consequences of this censure ; warning the people 
to avoid all unnecessary intercourse with him who is cast out." 



ADDEESS. 

/^UR Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Lawgiver of 
^^ the Church, hath commanded, that if a brother 
trespass against us, we go and tell him his fault be- 
tween us and him aldne : and if he will not hear us, 
that we then take with us one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may 
be established ; and if he shall neglect to hear them, 

that we tell it to the church ; and if he neglect to 

10 
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hear the Church, that he be to us as a heathen man, 
a^nd a publican. We are also directed, that we keep 
not company, if any man that is. called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner ; with such an one no not 
to eat. And that we withdraw ourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed. According to these laws of Christ, we 
have admonished this offending brother, who hath 
greatly sinned against God,, and grieved and ityured 
the Church ; we have earnestly prayed, and patiently 
waited for his repentance : but we have not prevailed. 
For after all, he continueth impenitent, and will not 
be persuaded to confess and forsake his sin. 

"Then shall the Minister say: 

'' TlTHEREAS A. B. hath been, by sufficient proof, 

' * convicted of [here state the offence], and, 

after much admonition and prayer, obstinately refuseth 

to hear the Church, and hath manifested no evidence 

of repentance : Therefore, in the Name and by Jhe 

authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, I pronounce him 

^ • ^ ' ... 

to be excluded from the communion of the Church." 
Further, we exhort you, beloved brethren, to keep 
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no company with him, that he may be' ashamidd ; yet 
coimt him not a^i an enemy, but at all times admonish, 
him as you would a brother. In the mean time let 
every one take warning by this and such like examples, 
to fear the! Lord/ and diligently take heed unto him- 
self, if he thinketh he standeth, lest he fall: but 
having true fellowdiip with the Father and His Son 
Jesus Christ, together with all faithful Christians, re- 
main stedfast therein to the end, and so obtain eternal 
salvation. 

** After which, prayer shall be made that the blessing of Ood may follow Bis 
ordinance, for the conyiction and reformation of the excommimlcaW person, 
find for the establiBhment of all tme believers.^^ . 

CtlNCE then it is God that worketh in us, bpth to will 
^ and to do of His good pleasure, let us call upon 
His holy Name, with confession of our^ sins, saying, 

rv RIGHTEOUS God. and Merciful Father, we 
^ bewail our sins before Thy high Majesty, and 
acknowledge that we have deserved the grief and 
sorrow caused unto us by the cutting off of this our 
late fellow-member ;' yea^ we all deserve, shouldst 
Thou enter into judgment with us, by reason of our 
great transgressions, to be cut off and banished from 
Thy sight. But, Lord, Thou art merciful unto us 
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4 

for Christ's sake: fiMrgive us our trespasses, for we 
heartily repent of them ; and daily work in our hearts 
a greater measure of sorrow for them : that we, 
fearing Thy judgments which Thou executest against 
the stiflF-necked, may endeavour to please Thee. Grant 
us grace to avoid all pollution of the world, and those 
who are cut off from the communion of the Church, 
that T^e may not make ourselves partakers of their 
sins : and that he who is excommunicated may become 
ashamed of his sins. And since Thou desirest not 
the death of a sinner, but that he may repent and live, 
aad the bosom of Thy Church is always open for those 
who turn away from their wickedness, we therefore 
humbly beseech Thee to kindle in our hearts a pious 
zeal, that we may labour, with Christian, admonitions 
and examples, to bring again this excommunicated 
person into the right way, together with all those who, 
through unbelief or dissoluteness of life, go astray. 

Give Thy blessing to our admonition, that we may 
have reason to rejoice again in him for whom we now 
mourn : and that Thy holy Name may be praised, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath thus taught 
us to pray : 

Our Father, etc. 



THE FORM 



OF 



PUBLIC REPENTANCE. 



^*« ♦ 



" When any one who hath been exconimnnlcated shall be so affected with 
his state as to be brought to repentance, and to desire to be re-admitted to the 
priTlleges of the Chnrch, the Session, having obtained sufficient evidence of 
his sincere penitence, shall, with the advice and concurrence of the Presby- 
tery, restore him. In order to which, the Minister shall, on. two Lord^s days 
previous thereto, inform the congregation of the measures which have been 
taken with the excommunicated person, and of the resolution of the Session 
to receive him again to the communion of the Church. 

" On the day appointed for his restoration, when the other parts of divine 
service are ended, before pronouncing the blessing, the Minister shall call upon 
the excomnmnicated person, and propose to him, in the presence of the con- 
gregation, the following questions : 



" T\0 you, from a deep sense of your great vicked- 
-^ ness, freely confess your sin, in thus rebelling 
against God, and in refusing to hear His Church : and 
do you acknowledge that you have bee^ in justice and 
mercy cut off from the communion of the saints ? 

" Answer, I do. 

"Do you now voluntarily profess your sincere re- 
pentance and deep contrition, for your fiin and obsti* 
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nacy : and do you. humbly ask the forgiveness of Grod, 
and of His Church ? 

^^ Answer. I do. 

" Do you sincerely promise, through Divine grace, 
to live in all humbleness of mind and circumspection ; 
and to endeavour to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour, by having your conversation as becometh the 
Gospel? 

^^ Answer. I do. 

**• Here the Minister shall give the penitent a suitable exhortation, addressing 
him in the bowels of brotherly love, encouraging and comforting him/* 

"QE therefore assured in thy heart, my beloved 
^ brother, that the Lord hath again received thee 
in mercy. Be diligent henceforth to guard thyself, 
that thoii mayst not fall again into sin : love Christ, 
&r many sins are forgiven thee. 

"Then he shall pronounce the sentence of restoration, in the following 
words: 

" ITfHEREAS you, A. B., have been shut out from 
' th^ communion of the faithful, but have now 
manifested such repentance as satisfies the Church : 
In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by His 
authority, I declare you absolved from the sentence 
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formerly denoimeed against you ; and I do receive you 
into the communion of the Church, that you may be 
a partaker of all the benefits of the Lord Jesus, to 
your eternal salvation. 

"The whole shall be concluded with prayer." 

A ND you, beloved Christians, receive this your 
■^^ brother with hearty aflfection ; count him no 
longer as a stranger, but as a fellow-citizen* with the 
saints, and of the household of God. And whereas 
we can have no good of ourselves, let us praise and 
magnify the Lord Almighty, and implore His mercy, 
saying, 

riRACIOUS God and Fatfier, we thank Thee 
" through Jesus Christ our Lord, that Thou hast 
been pleased to give unto this our fellow-Christian re- 
pentance unto life, and unto us occasion to rejoice in his 
conversion. We beseech Thee, show him Thy mercy, 
that he may become more and more assured of the re- 
mission of his sins, and that he may receive from 
thence inexpressible joy and delight, to serve Thee. 
And whereas he hath heretofore by his sins offended 
many, grant that he may, by his conversion, edify 



224 Public Repentance. 

many. May he stedfaatly^alk in Thy ways, unto the 
end ; and may we learn from this example, that with 
Thee is mercy, that Thou mayest be feared ; so that 
we, counting him for our brother and fellow -heir of 
eternal life, may unitedly serve Thee with filial fear 
and obedience all the days of our life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in whose Name we thus conclude our 
prayer — Our Father, etc. 



• 



THE FORM 



FOB 



ORDAINING ELDERS AND DEACONS. 



If ordained separately, this form may be used as occasion shall require. 

" When any person shall have been elected to either of these offices, and shall 
have declared his willingness to accept thereof, he shall be set apart in the 
following manner : 

** After sermon, the Minister shall state, in a concise manner, the warrant and 
nature of the office of ruling Elder or Deacon, together with the character, 
proper to be sustained and the duties to be fhlfilled by the officer elect" 

T)ELOVED Christians, you inow that we have sey- 
■^ eral times published unto you the names of our 
brethren here present who are chosen tothe office of 
Elders and Deacons in this Church,, that we might 
know whether any person had aught to allege why 
they should not be set apart to their respective offices. 
And whereas no lawful objection hath been alleged 
against them, we shall in the Name of the Lord pro- 
ceed to induct them into the same. 

But first we invite your attention to a short declar- 
ation from the Word of 6od^ concerning the office and 

10* 
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duties. of Elders and Deacons. The word Elder, 
which is derived from the Old Testament, and signi- 
fies a person who is placed in an honourable office of 
government over others, is applied to two sorts of per- 
sons who minister in the Church of Jesus Christ ; for 
the Apostle saith : " Let the elders that rule well be 
accounted worthy of double honour, especially they 
who labour in the Word and doctrine." Hence it is 
evident that there were two sorts of Elders in the 
Apostolic Church : the former whereof did labour in 
the Word and doctrine, and the latter did not. The 
first were the Ministers of the Word, and Pastors, who 
preached the Word and administered the Sacramenta ; 
but the others, though they did not labour in the 
Word, yet served the Church by taking the oversight 
thereof, and ruliilg the same with the Ministers of the 
Word. For St. Paul, having spoken of the Ministry 
of the Word of reconciliation, and also of the office of 
distribution or Deaconship, speaketh afterwards par- 
ticularly of this office, saying : "He that ruleth, let 
him do it with diligence." In another place, he 
counts "governments" among the gifts and offices 
which God hath instituted in His Church.^ In like 
manner we find the Apostle exhorting the Elders of 
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the Church of Sphesus, to ''take heed tmto them* 
selveis and to all the flock oyer the which the Holy 
Ghost had made them overseers." 

It is moreover proper that such officers should be 
joined to. the Ministers of the Word in the govern- 
ment of the Church, that there may be no lording 
over God'a heritage ; which can sooner creep in when 
the government is in the hands of one, or a very few. 
And thus the Ministers of the Word, together with 
the Elders, form an Assembly or Council of the 
Church, representing the whole Body, to which Christ 
alludes when He saith, ''Tell the Church;" which 
can in no wise be understood of all and every member 
of the Church in particular, but very properly of 
those who govern the Church out of which they are 
chosen. 

Therefore, in the first place, the office of the Elders 
is, together with the- Ministers of the Word, to take 
the episcopacy or oversight of the Church which is 
committed to them. In the discharge of their duties, 
they are to admit to its cconmunion such as profess 
faith in Christ and repentance for their sins ; diligent- 
ly to look whether every one properly deports him- 
self ii^ hia doctrine and life ; to admonish those who 
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behave disorderly ; to prevent as much as possible the 
Sacrament from being profaned ; to exercise the dis- 
cipline of the Church against such as offend ; and to 
receive them again yrb&n penitent to the household of 
faith. 

Secondly, Since the Apostle enjoineth that all 

things shall be done decently and in order, therefore it 
is also the duty of the Elders to pay regard to all 
Christian ordinances ; and in all things which relate 
to the welfare of the Church, to assist the Ministers 
of the Word with good counsel, to visit the sick, com- 
fort the afflicted, and to be faithful advisers of all the 
flock committed to their care. 

Thirdly, It is their duty particularly to have regard 
unto the doctrine and life of the Ministers of the 
Word, that all things may be directed to the edifica- 
tion of the Church ; and that no strange doctrine be 
taught, according to that which we read where the 
Apostle exhorteth the Elders to watch diligently 
against the wolves who might come into the sheepfold 
of Christ: for the performance of which the Elders 
are in duty bound diligently to search the Word of 
God, and continually to be meditating on the mysteries 
of faith. 



-.'*"ir~ 
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Concerning the Deacons : Of the origin and insti- 
tution of their office we may read in the sixth chapter 
of the Acts : where we find that the Apostles them- 
selves did in the beginning serve the poor ; for at their 
feet was brought the price of the things that were 
sold, and distribution was made unto every man ac- 
cording as he had need. But afterwards, when a mur- 
muring arose, because the widows of the Grecians were 
neglected in the daily ministration, men were chosen 
by the advice of the Apostles, who should make the 
service of the poor their peculiar business : to the end 
that the Apostles might continually give themselves to 
prayer, and to the Ministry of the Word. And this 
has been continued from that time forward in the 
Church ; as appears from Romans xii., where the 
Apostle, speaking of this office, saith : " He that giv- 
eth, let him do it with simplicity." And speaking of 
" helps,'' he means those who are appointed in the 
Church to help and assist the poor and indigent in 
time of need. 

From these passages we may easily gather what the 
Deacons' office is. In the first place, it is their duty 
to collect and preserve with the greatest fidelity and 
diligence the alms which are given to the poor, and 
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that they endeayoor tbat sufficient means be provided 
for the same. The second part of their office consists 
in distributioB : trherein not only is godly discretion 
required, to bestow the alms only on the proper ob- 
jects of charity, but also cheerfulness and simplicity, 
to assist the poor with becoming sympathy, hearty 
aflFection, and also with comfortable words from Scrip- 
ture — all which the Apostle requires when speaking 

■ f 

of the duties of this office. 

To the end, therefore, beloved brethren , , 

that every one may hear that you are willing to take 
your respective offices upon you, ye shall answer to 
the following questions : 

*^ T\0 you believe the Scriptures of the Old and NeW 

-^ Testaments to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of feith and practice ? 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith of this Church, as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures ? 

Do you approve of the government and discipline 
of the Presbyterian Church in these United States ? 

Do you accept the offibe of ruling Elder [or 
Deacon, as the case may 6e] in this congregatioOj 



Eldisbs ANi> Deacons. 281 

and promise faithfully to perform all the duties 
thereof? 

Do you promise to study the peace, unity, and 
purity of the Chiirch ? 



*'Tbe Elder oc Deacon eleet havlDg answered these questions in the. afBrma- 
tive, the Minister shall address to the members of the Church the fbHowlng 
question ; 



" T\0 you, the members of this Church, acknowledge 
-^ and receive this brother as a ruling Elder [or 
Deacon], and do you promise to yield him all that 
honour, encouragement, and obedience, in the Lord, 
to which his oflBlce, according to the Word of God, and 
the constitution of this Church, entitles him ? 



**The members of the Church haying answered this question in the afflrma- 
tlye, by holding up their right hands, the Minister shall proceed to set apart 
the candidate, by prayer, to the ofSce of ruling Elder, or Deacon, as the case 
may be." 

Let us pray. 



PRAYER. 

r\ LORD God, our Heavenly Father ! we thank 
^ Thee that it hath pleased Thee, for the better 
edification of Thy' Church, to ordain in it, besides the 
Ministers of the Word, rulers and assistants, by 
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whom Thy Church may be preserved in peace and 
prosperity, and the indigent assisted ; and that Thou 
hast at present granted us, in this place, men who 
are of good report, and yre hope endowed with Thy 
Spirit. We beseech Thee, replenish them more and 
more with such gifts as are necessary for them in 
their ministration : with the gifts of wisdom, courage, 
discretion, and benevolence; to the end that every 
one may, in his respective office, acquit himself as is 
becoming: The Elders, in taking diligent heed unto 
the doctrine and conversation, in keeping out the 
wolves from the sheep-fold of Thy beloved Son, and in 
admonishing and reproving disorderly persons. In 
like manner the Deacons, in carefully receiving, and 
liberally and prudently distributing the alms to the 
poor, and in comforting them with Thy holy Word. 
Give grace both to the Elders and to the Deacons, 
that they may persevere in their faithful labour, and 
never become weary by reason of any trouble, pain, 
or persecution of the world. Grant also Thy divine 
grace to this people over whom they are placed, that 
they may willingly submit themselves to the good ex- 
hortaticms of the Elders, counting them worthy of 
honour for their work's sake. Give also unto them 
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liberal hearts toward the poor, and to the poor grateful 
hearts toward those who help and serve them : to the 
end that every one acquitting himself o^ his duty, Thy 
holy Name may thereby be magnified, and the king- 
dom of Thy Son Jesus Christ enlarged, in whose 
Name we conclude our prayer. 

THE lord's prayer. 

\ 

To be said tj the Minister and People. 

/^UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
^ Nalne. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 



" The Mini&teT, haying set apart the candidate by prayer, shlll give to him 
and to the congregation an exhortation suited to the occasion. 

. ** Where there is an existing Session, it is proper that the members of that 
body, at the close of the service, and in the face of the congregation, take the 
newly-ordained Elder by the hand, saying in words to this purpose : 



"¥ 



E give you the right hand of fellowship, to take 
part of this office with us." 



THE FORM 



FOE OBDAINXNG 



MINISTERS OP THE WORD OP GOD. 



^ »t ♦ >« »i 



**The day appointed fbr Ordination being come, and the Presbytery con- 
vened, a member of the Presbytery previously appointed to that dnty shall 
preach a sermon adapted to the occasion. The same, or another member ap^ 
pointed to preside, shall afterwards briefly recite fi'om the pulpit, in the au- 
dience of the people, the proceedings of the Presbytery preparatory to this 
transaction : he shall point out the nature and importance of this ordinance^ 
and endeavour to impreds the audience with a proper sense of the solenmity 
of the transaction.'^ 

ADDRESS. 

"HELOVED brethren, attend to a short declaration 
-^ taken from the holy Scriptures, touching the 
Ministry of reconciliation and the pastoral office. 

We are not to look for the origin of this office in 
human appointment, but in God, our heavenly Father, 
who, being willing to call and gather a Church from 
among the corrupt race of men into life eternal, doth, 
by a particular mark of His favour, use the ministry 
of men therein. Accordingly, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
shortly before His ascension to heaven, gave to Hie 
Apostles the commission, "Go ye therefore and teach 
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all nationis, baptizing them in the Natne oi the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : and lo I I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.'? 
Therefore St. Paul^saith that the Lord Jesus Christ 
hath given ^^sorne, AjJostles.; and some, Prophets; 
and some, Evangelists ; and some, Pastors and Teach- 
ers : for the perfecting of the saints;, for the work of 
■the Ministry, for the ^fying of the Body of Christ." 
Thus we see that the Pastoral offiee is an institution 
of Christ. 

In the Ministry, thus divinely appointed, there is 
jio superiority of rank or iversity of order ; but all 
axe possessed of the Same authority, dignity, and 
power-: beijig equally clothed with the right of preach- 
ing the Gospel, of administering the Sacraments and 
discipline of Christ's house, and of ordaining others to 
the same oiEce. 

What tiis holy office of Pastor enjoins, may easily 
be gathered from the very name itself : for, as it is 
the duty of the shepherd to feed, guide, protect, and 
rule, the flock committed to his charge, so it is with 
feg^-rd to these spiritual shepherds who are set .over 
the Church which God calleth unto salvation, and ao- 
ooi;ints as sheep of His pasture. 



I- 



286 Ordination of 

The pasture with which these sheep are fed is the 
Preaching of the Gospel, accompanied with prayer and 
the administration of the holj Sacraments. The same 
Word of Crod is likewise the staff with which the flock 

■ 

is guided and ruled. Therefore the office of Pastors 
and Ministers of God's Word is — 

First That they shall &ithfully explain to their 
flocks the Word of the Lord, revealed by the 
writings of tha Prophets and Apostles, and apply the 
same to the edification of the hearers: instructing, 
admonishing, comforting, and reproving according to 
every one's need, preaching repentance towards God, 
and reconciliation to Him through faith in Christ; 
and refuting from the holy Scriptures all schisms and 
heresies which are repugnant to the pure doctrine. 
All this is clearly signified to us in holy writ : for the 
Apostle Paul saith that these " labour in the word ;" 
and elsewhere he teacheth that this must be done 
*' according to the measure," or rule, " of faith." He 
writes also that a Pastor must "rightly divide the 
Word of Truth." In another place he proposes him- 
self as a pattern to Pastors, declaring that he hath 
'* publicly, and from house to house, taught and testi- 
fied repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
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Jesus Christ." But particularly we have a: clear 
description of their office, where the Apostle thus 
speateth : " And all things are of God, who hath re- 
conciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
to us the Ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath com- 
mitted unto us the Word of reconciliation. Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be 
ye reconciled to God." 

So also concerning the refutation of false doctrine, 
the same Apostle saith, that a Minister must **hold 
fast the faithful Word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainsayers." 

Secondly. It is the office of the .Ministers publicly 
to call upon the Name of the Lord in behalf of the 
whole Congregation. For that which, the Apostles say, 
'^ We "^ill give ourselves continually to prayer and to 
the Ministry of the Word," is common to these Pas- 
tors with the Apostles : to which St. Paul alluding 
speaketh thus to Timothy : *' I exhort therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
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giying of thanks b^ made for all men; for kings and. 
for all that are in authority, that we may lead a qniet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty^ for 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God oar 
Saviour." - 

Thirdly. Their office is to administer the Sacra- 
ments which the Lord hath instituted as seals of His 
grace. As is evident from the command giv^i by 
Christ to the Apostles, and in them to all Pastors : 
" Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Likewise the 
Apostle, speaking of the institution of the Lord's 
Supper, saith, " For I have received of the Lord that 
which also I delivered unto you." 

FinaUy, It is the duty of the Jilinisters of the 
Word, together with the other Elders, to maintain the 
discipline of the Church ; and to govern it in such 
manner as the Lord .hath ordained. For Christ hav-^ 
ing spoken of the Christian discipline, says to His 
Apostles : " Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven." This is the reason why the 
Pastors are in Scripture called "Stewards of God^" 
and " Bishops :" for they have the oversight of the 
house of God, to the end that every thing may be 
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done decently and in order ; and also have anthorky 
to open and ahnt inth the keys committed to them the 
Kingdom of Heaven, according to the charge given 
them by God. 

From these things may be learned what a glorious 
work the Ministerial office is ; yea, how highly neces- 
sary it is for man's salivation : which is also the reason 
why the Lord wills that such an office should always 
remain. For Christ said, when He sent forth His 
Apostles to officiate in this holy function, '^ Lo ! I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world ;" 
where we see His pleasure is, that this holy office 
should always be maintained on earth. And therefore 
St. Paul exhorteth Timothy, to "commit the things 
that he had heard of him to fidthful men who . should 
be able to teach others :" as he also, having ordained 
Titus a Minister, further commanded him " to ordain 
Elders in every city." 

Forasmuch therefore as we, for the maintaining of 
this office in the Church of God, are now to ordain a 
new Minister of the Word, and have sufficiently 
spoken of the office of such persons, therefore you, 

beloved brother , shall answer to the following 

questions which shall be proposed to you, to the end 
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that it may appear to all here present that yon are in* 
clined to accept this office as it has been described. 

" TiO you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 

■^ Testaments to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice ? 
. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith of this Church, as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures ? 

Do you approve of the , government and discipline 
of the Presbyterian Church in these United States ? 

Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the 
Lord ? 

Have you been induced, as far as you know your 
own heart, to seek the office of the holy Ministry from 
love to God, and a sincere desire to promote His glory 
in the Gospel of His Son ? 

Do you promise to be zealous and feithful in main- 
taining the truths of the Gospel, and the purity and 
peace of the Church : whatever persecution or opposi^- 
lion may arise unto you on that account ? 

Do you engage to be faithful and diligent in the ex- 
ercise of all private and personal duties, which become 
you as a Christian and a Minister of the Gospel ; as 
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well as in all relatire duties, and the public duties 
of your office : endeavouring to adorn the profession 
of the Gospel by your conversation ; and walking with 
exemplary piety before the flock over which God shall 
make you overseer ? 

Are you now willing to take the charge of ^is con- 
gregation, agreeably to your declaration at accepting 
their call? And do you promise to discharge the 
duties of a Pastor to them, as God shall give you 
strength ? 

*'The Candidate having answered these questions m the a^rmatiye, the Pre- 
liding Minister shall propose to the people the following questions : 



" T\0 you, the people of this congregation, 
^ to profess* your readiness to receive — 



continue 



whom you haVe called to be your Minister ? 

Do you promise to receive the Word of truth firom 
his mouth, with meekness and love ; and to submit to 
him in the due exercise of discipline ? 

Do you promise to encourage him in his arduous 
labour, and to assfiit his endeavours lor your instruc- 
tion and spiritual edification ? 

And do you engage to continue to him, while he is 

your Pastor, that competent worldly maintenance 

which you have promised ; and whatever else you may 

11 
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see needful for the honour of religion, and his comfort 
among you ? 

** The people having answered these qnestions in the afflrmatlye, (by holding 
up their right hands,) the Candidate shall kneel down in the most conve- 
nient part of the church. Then the Presiding Minister shall, hy prajer, and 
with the laying on of the hands of the Presbjtery, according to the Apos- 
tolic example, solemnly ordain him to the holy office of the Gospel Min- 
istry. 

** Ab it is sometimes desirable and important that a candidate who has not re- 
ceived a call to be the pastor of a particular congregation, should neverthe- 
less be ordained to the work of the Gospel Ministry, as an Evangelist to 
preach the Gofipel, administer Sealing Ordinances, and organize churches, in 
frontier or desolate settlements ; in this case, the last of the preceding ques- 
tions [and the questions to the people] shall be omitted, and the following 
used ad a substitute : viz., 

" Are you now willing to undertake the work of an 
Evangelist; and do you promise to discharge the du- 
ties which may be incumbent on you in this character, 
as Crod shall give you strength ?" 

Let us pray. 

THE ORDAINING PRAYER. 

r\ LORD, to Whom all power is given in heav^i and 
^ in earth 1 Thou art the Eternal Son of the Fa- 
ther; Who hast so loved Thy Church, that to redeem 
and purify it Thou didst humble Thyself to the death 
of the Cross, and there shed Thy most innocent 
blood. And to retain this Thy most excellent benefit 
in memory, Thou hast appointed in Thy Church pas- 
tors and teachers, to instruct, admonish, and comfort 
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Thy people. Look upon us mercifully, Lord, Thou 
only King, Teacher, and High Priest to Thine own 
flock; and send unto this Thy servant our brother, 
whom in Thy Name we set apart and ordain, such a 
portion of Thy Holy Spirit, that he may rightly di- 
vide Thy Word, to the instruction of Thy flock, and 
the overthrow of error and vice. Give unto him, 
good Lord, Thy grace and wisdom, whereby the ene- 
mies of Thy truth may be confounded, the blind and 
ignorant edified, and Thy sheep fed in the wholesome 
pastures of Thy most Holy Word. Multiply Thy 
graces upon him. Illuminate him with Thy Holy 
Spirit. Comf(»i; and strengthea him in all virtue. 
Grovem and guide his ministry, to the praise of Thy 
Holy Name, the promotion of Thy Kingdom, the com- 
fort of Thy Church, and to the plain discharge of his 
own. conscience in the day of the Lord Jesus : To 
Whom, with the Father and with the Holy Ghost, be 
all honour, praise, and glory, now and ever. Amen. 



** Prajer being ended, he shall rise from his knees ; and the Minister who pre- 
sides shall first, and afterward all the members of the Presbytery in their 
order, take him by the right hand, saying, in words to this purpose. 



"W 



E give you the right hand of fellowship, to take 
part of this ministry with us." 
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** After which the Minister presiding, or some other appointed for the purpose, 
shall give a solemn charge in the Name of God to the newly-ordained 
Bishop, and to the people, to persevere in the discha.'ge of their mntoal 
duties.^ 



CHARGE TO THE NEWLY-ORDAINED MINISTER, AND 

THE CONGREGATION. 

rriAKE heed, therefore, beloved brother, and fellow- 
-■- servant in Christ, unto thyself and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made thee 
overseer ; to feed the Church of God, which He hath 
purchased with His own blood. Love Christ, and feed 
His sheep, taking the oversight thereof not by con- 
straint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind, neither as being lord over God's heritage, 
but being an ensample to the flock. Be thou an ex- 
ample of the believers, in word, in coijversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Give attend- 
ance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee, meditate upon these things, 
give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
appear to all : take heed unto the doctrine, and con- 
tinue stedfast therein. Bear patiently all sufferings 
and oppressions, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ ; fi)r 
in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them 
that hear thee. And when the chief Shepherd shall 
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appear, thou shalt receive a crown of glory thai fadeth 
not away. 

A ND you likewise, beloved Christians, receive this 
■^^ your Minister in the Lord with all gladness, and 
hold such in reputation. Remember that God Him- 
self through Him speaketh unto you and beseecheth 
you. Receive the Word, which he, according to the 
Scripture, shall preach unto you, not as the word of 
men, but (as it is in truth) the Word of God. L6t 
the feet of those that preach the Gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things, be beautiful and 
pleasant unto you. Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves : for they watch for 
your souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy and not with grief; for that is un- 
profitable for you. If you do these things, it shall 
come to pass, that the peace of God shall enter into 
your houses, and that you who receive this man in the 
name of a prophet, shall receive a prophet's reward, 
and through his preaching, believing in Christ, shall 
through Christ inherit life eternal. 

" Then the presiding Minister shall, by prayer, recommend both the newly- 
ordained Minister and the congregation, to the grace of God, and His holy 
keeping." 
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Let ufl pray. 

• PRAYER. 

Tl /TERCIFUL Father, we thank Thee that it pleas- 
■^-'-^ eth Thee, by the ministry of men, to gather fL 
Church to Thyself unto life eternal, from amongst the 
children of men. We bless Thee for so graciously 
providing the church in this place with a faithful 
Minister. We beseech Thee to qualify him daily more 
and more by Thy Holy Spirit, for the ministry to 
which Thou hast ordained and called him. Enlighten 
his understanding to comprehend Thy holy Word, and 
give him utterance, that he may boldly open his 
mouth, to make known and dispense the mysteries of 
the Gospel. Endue him with wisdom and valour, to 
rule the people aright over whom he is set, and to pre- 
serve them in Christian peace, to the end that Thy 
Church, under his administration and by his good ex- 
ample, may increase in number and in virtue. Grant 
him courage to bear the difficulties and troubles which 
he may meet with in his ministry, that being strength- 
ened by the comfort of Thy Spirit, he may remain 
stedfast to the end, and be received with all feithful 
servants mto the joy of his Lord. Give Thy grace 
also to this people and church, that they may becom- 
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ingly deport themselves towards this their Minister ; 
that they may acknowledge him to be sent of Thee ; 
that they may receive his doctrine with all reverence, 
and submit themselves to his exhortations : To the end 
that they may by his Word, believing in Christ, be 
made partakers of eternal life. Hear us, Father, 
through Thy beloved Son, who hath thus taught us to 
pray: 

THE lord's PRAYER, 

To be said by the Minister and People. 

/^UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth j as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdolm, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

^ Finally, after singing a Psalm, he shall dismiss the congregation with the 
usual" 

■i 

BLESSING. 

mHE gra^e of the Lord Jesus Christ, and tlie love 
-*- of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen. 



THE FORM 



rOBTBX 



INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 



i#-»-«- 



ADDRESS. 

"fpOR the adyancement of His glory in the salvation 
-*- of the children of men, it hath ihercifiilly pleased 
the g^eat Head of the Church, not only to ordain the 
Ministry of reconciliation, but to institute various 
offices in His Church. Accordingly, the Apostle de- 
clares that the Lord Jesus Christ hath given some, 
** apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; 
and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ.'' The offices thus enumer- 
ated are both extraordinary and ordinary : The for- 
mer have ceased, as the occasions which called for 
their services have passed; but the latter continue, 
and will remain in the Church^ during the entire dis- 
pensation of grace. These ordinary and perpetual 
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officers are teachers and bishops, or pastors. The pas- 
toral office is the first in the Church both in dignity 
and usefulness. It is constituted by the Head of the 
Church, when one of His ministering servants is set 
over a particular church or people as their spiritual 
teacher, shepherd, and overseer. It belongs to his 
office to pray for and with his people, as their mouth 
unto God ; to read the sacred Scriptures publicly in 
the sanctuary to the people ; to feed the flock com- 
mitted to his charge with the pure Word of God ; to 
dispense the holy Sacraments agreeably to the insti- 
tution of Christ ; to maintain Christian discipline ; to 
edify the congregation, and especially the youth, by 
catechetical and biblical instruction; to administer 
comfort to the sick and afflicted ; to lead the inquiring 
and troubled in -mind to the Lord Jesus Christ : and 
as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, to fulfil the 
whole work of the Gospel ministry. 

In the discharge' of these duties, he is entitled to the 
cordial co-operation of the people of his charge, and 
more especially of the elders, deacons, and members 
of the church. They should see that he is so sus- 
tained as to be firee from distracting, worldly cares ; 

should cherish towards him all suitable respect; be 

11* 
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bound to him in ardent affection ; be tender of his 
reputation; assistant to him in their counsels; wait 
upon his ministry with punctuality and attention; 
commend him and his labours, by prayer, to the bless- 
ing of the God of all grace ; and, in every possible 
manner, endeavour to be fellow-helpers with him in 
saving souls and advancing the kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesrts Christ. 

Thus, while the pastoral office requires on the part 
of him who is honoured with it, all &ithfiilness, dili- 
gence, care, and circumspection, it demands, (m the 
part of the people, all proper support, encouragement, 
and obedience in the Lord towards him who is set 
over them. These mutual duties are enjoined by the 
Apostle when he exhorts : " Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves : for they watch 
for your souls, as they that must give account, that 
they may do it with joy and ^ot with grief;" and 
again, " We beseech you to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their works' 
sake." 

Forasmuch, then, as you, beloved brother, have 
been regularly called by the proper authorities to 
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take charge of this church^^^and you have signified 
your acceptance of this call, 'we shall now, in the 
Name of the Lord, propose to yon the following 
questions : 

" A RE you now willing to take the charge of this 
-^-*- congregation, as their pastor, agreeably to your 
declaration at accepting their call ? 

Do you conscientiously believe and declare, as far as 
you know your own heart, that In taking upon you 
this charge, you are influenced by a sincere desire to 
promote the glory of God, and the good of His 
Church? 

Do you solemnly promise, that, by the assistance of 
the grace of God, you will endeavour faithfully to dis- 
charge all the duties of a pastor to this congregation ; 
and will be careful to maintain a deportment in all 
respects becoming a Minister of the Gospel of Christ, 
agreeably to your Ordination engagements? 



" To all these, hftving received satisfSactory answers, the Presiding Minister 
shall say : 



G 



OD, our heavenly Father, who hath' called thee 
to the office of the Ministry, and to take the 
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oversight of this church, enlighten thee with His 
Holy Spirit, strengthen thee with His hand, sLnd so 
govern thee in thy Ministry, that thou mayest decently 
and fruitfully walk therein, to the glory of His Name, 
and to the advancement of the Kingdom of His Son 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



^^Then be shall propose to the people the same or like questions as those di- 
rected under the head of Ordination [page 245] ; trhich, having been also 
satlsfiEictorily answered, tj holding np the right hand in testimony of assent, 
he shall solemnly pronounce and declare the said Minister to be regularly 
constituted the Pastor of that congregation. A charge shall then be given 
to both parties, as directed in the case of Ordination ; and after prayer [as in 
that form], and singing a Psalm adapted to the transaction, the congregation 
shall be dismissed with the usuaV^ 



BENEDICTION. 

rpHE grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
-*- of Go4, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen. 



THE OFFICE 



70B THB 



DEDICATION OF A CHURCH. 



PREFACE. 

npHTJS saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, 
-^ and the earth is My footstool : where is the 
house that ye build unto Me ? and where is the place 
of My rest? For all those things hath Mine hand 
made, and all those things have been, saith the Lord ; 
but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word. 

INVITATION. 

TTAVING therefore this promise, dearly beloved, 
-*--■- let us draw near with a true heaft, in full assu- 
rance of faith, and make known our requests unto 
God. 

INVOCATION. 

A LMIGHTY God, Who hast promised to be pre- 
■^^ sent with Thy .people, and to grant their re- 
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quests in the Name of Thy well-beloved Son : Look 
down, we beseech Thee, upon us, and for the sake of 
Him who is our only Saviour and Mediator with Thee, 
fulfil Thy promise in our behalf: that our thoughts 
being lifted up, and our desires drawn forth unto 
Thee, we may seek Thee acceptably this day : Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

• 

THE lord's prayer. 

To be said by the Minister and People. 

/^XJR Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
^ Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

r 

Then follows the singing of a Psalm, or Hymn of praise and thanks^vlng. 

Next the reading of Scripture out of the Old and New Testaments. 
The following is an appropriate selection : 

1 Ejqtgs, Yiii. ^2-68. Hjeb. z. 19-27. 

After which the Q«neral Prayer, which may be extemporaneous, or selected 
from the forms for Divine Service on the Lord's Day. 

Then let there be sung a Hymn before the 

SERMON. 
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At fbe doso of which the Minister idiall call upon the people to arlM, and 
dedicate their hoase to the Triune God. 



. PRAYER OP DEDICATION. 

TTOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almi^ty, which is, 
-^^ and was, imd is to come : the whole earth is fall 
of Thy glory ! Thine, Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth 
is Thine. Now, therefore, we thank Thee, God, 
and praise Thy glorious Name. 

But who are we, that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort? For all things come of 
Thee, and of Thine own do we give Thee. Lord 
our God, all this store that we have prepared to build 
Thee an house for Thy holy Name, cometh of Thy 
hand and is all Thine own. 

Now behold, Lord our God, and look unto this 
place where we are gathered in Thy Name ; and have 
respect to the prayer of Thy servants and to their sup- 
plication, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer that 
Thy servants pray before Thee this day, to take for 
Thine own this house which we would give Thee ! 

O Lord God, Who art from everlasting to everlast- 
ing, and Whose kin^om is without end, Maker of 
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heaven and earth and sea; and all that in them is ; 
King of kings and Lord of lords, Lawgiver, Defender, 
and Judge alone : to Thee we dedicate it. 

Holy and blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost ; three Persons in one Grod : to Thee we dedi- 
cate it. 

Father of all who believe in Jesus, and God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, here meet Thou 
with Thy children, teach them, strengthen them, and 
bless them : to Thee we dedicate it. 

Son of God, the Only-begotten of the Father, Head 
over all things, the Lord our Righteousness, Saviour, 
Shepherd, High Priest, and Advocate, here draw all 
men unto Thee ; here sprinkle Thy ransomed ones 
with Thine atoning blood ; here make Thy flock to lie 
down in green pastures beside the living waters ; here 
be Thou a shadow from the heat and a refuge from the 
tempest ; and, while Thy people worship in the outer 
sanctuary, pray for them within the Holiest of all : to 
Thee we dedicate it. 

Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, Who didst come down upon our Lord Jesus beside 
Jordan, and upon the Church at the Pentecost, Who 
takest up Thine abode in all believers, Comforter, Li* 
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spir«r, Sanctifier, here display Thy power, succeed 
Thy truth, give hope to the penitent and gladness to 
the mourner. Subdue Thy foes, hallow Thy Church, 
and accomplish all the glory of redemption : to Thoe 
we dedicate it. 

Arise, Lord, into Thy rest. Thou and the ark of 
Thy strength ! 

But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth ? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens 
cannot contain Thee ; how much less this house which 
we have builded ? Yet dwellest Thou also with him 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit. So be Thine 
eyes opened toward this house night and day ; and to- 
ward the place of which Thou hast said. My Name 
shall be there ; and hearken Thou unto the supplica- 
tion of Thy servants .and of Thy people Israel when 
they shall pray toward this place ; and hear Thou in 
heaven. Thy dwelling-place ; and when Thou hearest, 
forgive. Dwell Thou with us in Thy tabernacle, while 
we are yet in the wilderness ; then take us up to Thy 
house in heaven, that we may dwell with Thee for 
ever. 

Give ear, Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest 
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JoBeph like a tiock : Thou that dwellest between the 
cherubim, shine forth. 

How dreadAil is thi$ place ! This is none other but 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heayen ! 



SCRIPTURAL PRAYERS. 



B 



I- 
CONFESSION. 

E merciful unto us, Lord, for we cry unto Thee. 



If Thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
Lord, who shall stand ? But there is forgiveness with 
Thee, that Thou mayest be feared. Show us Thy 
mercy, Lord, and grant us Thy salvation. Enter 
not into judgment with Thy servants, for in Thy sight 
shAll no man living be justified. We acknowledge, 
Lord, our wickedness. We have sinned, we have com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly, from our 
youth even unto this day. Our transgressions are 
multiplied before Thee, and our sins testify against us. 
But with Thee there is mercy, and plenteous redemp- 
tion. B.emember not the sins of our youth, nor our 
transgressions: according to Thy mercy remember 
Thou us, for Thy goodness' sake, Lord. Cause us 
to hear Thy loving-kind^ess ; cause us to know the 
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■way wherein we should waU^ Teach us to do Thy 
will : for Thou art our God. He^ Thou from heaven 
Thy dwelling-placOy and when Thoi;i hearest, forgive! 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Same. 

r\ LORD, we do not present our supplications before 
^ Thee for our righteousness, but for Thy great 
mercies. To Thee belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though we have rebelled against Thee, neither have 
we obeyed Thy voice, to walk in Thy laws. We have 
sinned; and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, by departing from Thy 
precepts, and from Thy judgments. Lord, right- 
eousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us confusion 
of face. Now therefore, Crod, incline Thine ear, 
and hear ; open Thine eyes, and behold. Remember 
not against us former iniquities : let Thy tender mer- 
cies speedily prevent us. Lord, hear! Lord, 
forgive ! Help us, God of our salvation, for the 
glory of Thy Name ; and deliver and purge away our 
sins, for Thy Name's sake : Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
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The Same, 

TTAVE mercy upon us, God, according to Thy 
-*"*- loving-kindness ; according unto the multitude of 
Thy tender mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash 
us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from 
our sin: For we acknowledge our transgressions: 
against Thee, Thee only have we sinned. Create in us 
a clean heart, God, and renew a right spirit within 
us. Oast us not away from Thy presence ; and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from us. Restore unto us the 
joy of Thy salvation, and uphold us with Thy free 
Spirit. Then will we teach transgressors Thy ways ; 
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. Lord, 
open Thou our lips ; and our mouth shall show forth 
Thy praise : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



II. 

ADORATION. 

"RLESSED be Thou, Lord our God, for ever and 
•^ ever ; and blessed be Thy glorious Name, which 
is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou, even 
Thou, art Lord alone : Thou hast made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host ; " the earth, 
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and all things that are therein ; the seaa, and all that 
is therein ; and Thou presertest them all ; and the 
host of heaven worshippeth Thee. Lord of Hosts, 
God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubim : 
Thou art the God, even Thou alone, of all the king- 
doms of the earth. There is no god like unto Thee 
in the heaven, nor in the earth : which keepest coven- 
ant, and jhowest mercy unto Thy servants, that walk 
before Thee with all their hearts.. Thou art a God 
ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness. 

The Same, 

"pLESSED be Thou, Lord God of Israel, our 
^ Father, for ever. Thine, God, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty : for all that is in the heaven and in 
the earth is Thine : Thine is the kingdom, Lord, 
and Thou art exalted as Head above all. Both riches 
and honour come of Thee, and Thou reignest over 
all ; and in Thine hand is power and might, and in 
Thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength 
unto all. Now, therefore, our God, we thank Thee, 
and praise Thy glorious Name. 
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The Same. 
TTOLY, holy, holy, Xord God Almighty, which 
-*"*- was, and is, and is to come ! Thou art wor- 
thy,. Lord, to receive glory and honour and power : 
for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure 
they are and were created. 

Great and marvelloas are Thy works. Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways. Thou King 
of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and 
glorify Thy Name? For Thou only art holy. For 
all nations shall come and worship before Thee. 

m. 

THANKSGIVING. 

* - 

"DLESSED be Thou, God and Father of our 
^ Lord Jesus Christ, Who. hast blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly pkces in Christ : 
according as Thou hast chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the wc^ld, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Thee in love: and hast pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ io Thyself, according to the good pleasure of 
Thy will. We praise the glory of Thy grace, wherein 

Thou hast made us accepted in the Beloved. Wq 

12 



266 ScBiPTUBAL Fbatbbs. 

bleBS Thee that in Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of Thy grace. We bless Thee for making 
known unto us the mystery of Thy will : that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, Thou mightest 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earthy even in Him. 
And we give thanks unto Thee, Lord I for the fidth 
and love of all Thy saints : beseeching Thee that they, 
having heard the Gospel of their salvation, and trusted 
in Christ, may be sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
Promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
pn^ of Thy glory. 

The Same. , ' 

"DLESSED be Thou, God and Father of oui* 
-*-^ Lord Jesus Christ, Who according to Thine 
abundant mercy hast begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the) resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that &deth not away ; reserved in heaven for us, 
who are kept by the power of Groi through faith unto 
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time. 
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f 
t 

TV. 
SUPPLICATION. 

A Prayer for Wisdom. 
f\ GOD of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fath^ of 
^ Glory, give unto us the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Himi that the eyeB 
of our understanding may be enlightened; that we 
may know what is the hope of His calling, and what 
the riches . of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints; and what the exceeding greatness of Thy 
power to US-ward who believe, according to its mighty 
working in Ohrist, when Thou didst raise Him from 
the dead, and settest Him at Thine own right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come : and hast put all things under His feet, 
and gavest Him to be the Head over all things to the 
Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him that 
fiUeth all in all. 







For Spiritual Strength. 

FATHER of our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom 
the whole Family in heaven and earth is named : 
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We bow our knee& unto Thee, beseeching Thee that 
Thou wouldst grant us, according to the riches of 
Thy glory, to be strengthenfed with might by Thy Spirit 
in the inner maia : That Christ may dwell in our 
hearts by faith ;, that we, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the love of Christ, that passeth knowl- 
edge ; that we may be filled with all the fulness of 
God. Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all thut we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory 
in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen. 



For a Good Judgment, 

ALMIGHTY God, we pray Thee, that the love of 
all Thy People may abound yet more and more, 
in knowledge and in all judgment : that they may ap- 
prove things that are excellent; that they may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and prais^ of God. 
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For Assurance. 

r\ EANT, Almighty God, that the hearts of Thy 
^ People may be comforted, being knit together in 
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of un- 
derstanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ, in Whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 



For Hope, 

f\ GOD of Hope, fill us with all joy and peace in 
^ believing, that we may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 

F(yr Faith and Charity, 

OGOD, we render thanks unto Thee for the faith 
and charity of Thy People, and for all t^ie joy 
wherewith we joy for their sakes before Thee. And 
we pray Thee to perfect that which is lacking in their 
faith. Make them to increase and abound in love one 
toward another, and toward all men : to the end that 
Thou mayest stablish their hearts unblameaWe in holi- 
ness before God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with, all His saints. Thou 
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yeiy God of peace, sanctify them wholly ; and may 
their whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless nnto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
To Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

For Gfrace to do Good Works. 

f\ GOD of Peace, that broughtest again from the 
^ dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting Covenant, 
make us perfect in every good work to do Thy will, 
working in us that which is well-pleasing m Thy 
sight, through Jesus Christ : To Whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

For Perseverance. 

/^ OD of all Grace, Who hast called us unto Thine 
" eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that we have 
suffered a while, make us perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle us; that God in all things may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ : To Whom be praise and domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen. 







For Unify. 

GOD of Patience and Consolation, grant us to be 
like-minded one toward another according to 
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Jesus Christ : that we may with one mind and one 
mouth glorify Thee, eyen the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

For Increase of Grace. 

A LMIGHTT God, we thank Thee for Thy . grace 
■^ which is given us by Christ Jesus : beseeching 
Thee that in every thing we may be enriched by Him, 
in all utterance and in all knowledge, so that we come 
behind in no gift : waiting for the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall also confirm us unto the 
end, that we may be blameless in that day. Thou art 
faithful, Gt)d, by Whom we were called unto the 
fellowship of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord: To 
Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

For Deliverance from Sin. 

f\ GOD, we thank Thee that we, who were the ser-? 
}^ vants of sin, have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered us : and being 
now made free from sin, and become servants to God, 
may we have our fruit utito holiness, and the end 
everlasting life : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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For Patience. 

TVIRECT our hearts, Lord, into the loye of God, 
•^ and into the patience of Christ. 







For Peace. 
LOS*!) of Peace, giye us peace always by all 



means. 



For Stedfcistness. 

f\ GOD, Who hast firom the beginning chosen us to 
^ salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth : Grant us grace to stand fast, 
and hold the traditions which we have been taught, to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus Christ, and God, even our Father, Who 
Thyself hast loved us, and hast given us everlasting 
consolation, and good hope through grace : Comfort 
our hearts, aiid stablish us in every good word and 
work : that we may stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God. 

For Sanctification. 

T70UCHSAFE, O our God, we pray Thee, to count 
* us worthy of Thy calling, and fulfil all the 
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good pleasure of Thy goodness, and the work of f^ith 
with power : that the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in us, and we in Him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For Spiritual Comfort, 

"DLESSED be Thou, God, even the Father of our 
-*^ Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the Gtxi of all comfort, Who comfortest us in all our 
tribulation, that we maybe able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfi>rt wherewith we our- 
selyes are comforted of Thee. And as the sufierings 
of Christ abound in us, so may our consolation also 
abound by Christ : that as we are partakers of the 
sufferings; so we may be also of the consolation. De- 
liver us, God, in Whom we trust, and grant us the 
testimony of a good conscience, that in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by Thy 
grace, we may have our conversation in the world. 
Thanks be unto Thee, God, Who always causest us 
to triumph in Christ, and makest manifest the savour 
of Thy knowledge by us in every place. 



12* 
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V. 

INTERCESSION. 

For the Universcd Church. 

f\ GOD and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
^ give Thee thanks for all Thy saints our £dthful 
brethren in Christ : desiring that they might Be filled 
with the knowledge of Thy will, in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding ; that they might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of Grod. 
Strengthen them with all might, according .to Thy 
glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering 
with joyfulness. May they ever give thanks unto 
Thee, Father, Who hast made us meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light ; Who 
hast delivered us from the power of darkness, and hast 
translated us into the kingdom of Thy dear Son: 
in Whom we have redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins. 

\ _ 

Far all Classes of Men. 
f\ GOD our Saviour, who wouldest have all men to 
• be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth : Let Thy way be known upon the earth, Thy 
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saying health unto all nations. Let tl^e kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms of the Lord ^nd of 
His Christ. We pray for kings, and for all that are 
in authority ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. And we beseech 
Thee for Thy servants, who in every place make mani- 
fest the savour of Thy knowledge, preaching among 
the nations the, unsearchable riches of Christ. Supply 
them with Thy Spirit ; open unto them doors of utter- 
ance, to make known the mystery of the Gospel ; de- 
liver them from unreasonable and wicked men ; and 
may the Word of the Lord every where have free 
course and be glorified, even as it is with us. Lord 
of the harvest, send forth labourers into Thy har- 
vest. 

VI. 
ASGBIPTI0N8 OF PBAISE. 

TVTOW to God only Wise be glory through Jesus 
■^y Christ for eVer. Amen. 

Now unto the King Eternal, Lnmortal, Livisible, 
the only Wise God, be honour and glory fi)r ever and 
ever.' Amen. 

Now to the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords : Wbp only hath immortal* 
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itj, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto; Whom no man hath seen, nor can see : To Him 
be hononx and power everlasting. 4jnen. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep ns from filling, 
and to present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with^exceeding joy : To the only Wise Grod our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. 

Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things : To Whom be glory for ev^r. Amen* 

Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto 
the Lord our God. 

To Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

To Him be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 

Unto Him that loved Us, and washed us from our ' 
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father : To Him be glory 
and .dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. Amen. 

Blessing, and gjlory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, and migHt^be unto our Qoi^ 
for ever, and ever, ^ Amen, 
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Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 

Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb. 

To Him be gbr j ^nd dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



COMPREHENSIVE PRAYER 



OUUBKLT 



IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 



^ «■ ♦ »» ^ 



ADORATION. 

r\ GOD, Thou art our God. early, will we seek 
^ Thee; our God, and we will praise Thee; our 
fathers^ God, and we will exalt Thee. Thou art very 
great, clothed with honour and majesty. Thou cover- 
est Thyself with light ad with a garment ; and in Thee 
is no darkness at all. 

Thou art God Thyself alone ; and, besides Thee, 
there is none else. The heavens declare Thy glory, 
and the firmament showeth forth Thy handy work. 
The invisible things of God, from the creation of the 
world, are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
-that are made, even Thine eternal power and God-head. 

Thou ajt transcendently great in all Thy perfec- 
tions. Thou art glorious in holiness, fearfpl in praises^ 



A OOMTREHENSIVB PrAYER. 279 

doing wonders. WhOj in the heavenB, can be compared 
unto the Lord? Who, among the sons of the mighty, 
can be likened unto Thee, Lord God of hosts ? As 
the heavens are high above the earthy so are Thj 
thoughts above our liioughts, and Th j ways above our 
ways. All nations, before Thee, are as the drop of a 
bucket, or the small dust of the balance ; and Th<>u 
takest up the isles as a very little thing : they are as 
nothing, and counted to Thee as less than nothing, and 
as vanity. 

Thou art the eternal, immortal, and unchangeable 
God. Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting Thou art God, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. 

Thou art the omnipresent God. None can hid^ 
himself in secret places, that Thou canst not see 
hiiD, for Thou fiUest heaven and earth with Thy 
presence. 

Thou art the omniscient Jehovah. All things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom 
we have to do. Thou understandest our thoughts afiir 
off: there is not a word in our tongue, but lo t 
Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. 
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Thy wisdom is unsearchable. Thine understanding^ 
Lord, is infinite. Thou tellest the number of the 
stars, and callest them all by their names. Thou art 
wonderful in council, excellent in working, wise in 
heart, and mighty in strength. O.the depth of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are 
His judgments, and His ways padt finding out ! 

Thy sovereignty is incontestable. Thou dost ac- 
cording to Thy will, in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay 
Thy hand, or say unto Thee, What doest Thou ? 

.Thy power is irresistible. We know, Grod, that 
Thou canst do every thing. All power is Thine, both 
in heaven and in earth ; Thou killest, and Thou makest 
alive : Thou woundest, and Thou bealest : and there 
is none that can deliver out of Thy hand. 

Thou art a God of unspotted purity and perfect 
rectitude. Thou art holy, Thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel. Holy and reverend is Thy Name ; 
and we give thanks at the remembrance of Thy holi- 
ness. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; 
neither shall evil dwell with Thee. 

Thy justice is inflexible, Thy truth inviolable, and 
the treasures of Thy goodness inexhaustible. Thou 
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art righteous, Lord, in all Thy ways, and holy in all 
Thy works. Thy righteousness is aa the great moun- 
tainB : all Thy ways are truth and judgment. Thou 
art good, and Thy mercy endureth for ever. Thy lov- 
ing kindness is great towards us, and Thy truth en- 
dureth to all generations. Thou hast proclaiioed Thy 
Name, the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion, and sin. 

These, Lord, are but part of Thy ways ; for who 
by searching can find out God ? who can find out the 
Almighty to perfection ? 

We praise Thee as a God of ine&ble glory. Thou 
hast prepiared Thy throne in the heavens ; and the 
Seraphim veil their faces before Thee. Thou makests 
Thine angels spirits, and Thy ministers a flame of fire : 
Thousand thousands minister unto Thee, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stand before Thee. Thou 
art worthy, Lord, to receive blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power; for Thou hast credited all 
things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were creat- 
ed. The earth is full of Thy riches ; Thy kingdom 
ruleth over all : a q)arrow falls not to the ground 



282 A COMPRBHBNSIVE PrAYER. 

-vrithout our Father ; and the hairs of our head are all 
numbered. 

Thou madest man at fir^t out of the dust* of the 
ground, and didst breathe into him the breath of life^ 
and he became a living soul. Thou hast made of one 
blood all the nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hast determined the times be- 
fore appointed, and the bounds of their habitation. 

We adore Thee, as the one living and true God, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. We give 
honour to the Son as to the Father ; and to the Com- 
forter, the Holy Spirit, who is sent to teach us all 
things, and to bring all thmgs to our remembrance. 
We praise Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the 
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sanctifier. Thou 
hast made us, and not we ourselves ; and therefore we 
are not our own, but Thine, Thy people, and the 
sheep of Thy pasture. In Thee we live, and move, 
and have our being. Thou hast redeemed ,us from 
evil. We are bought with a price. It is of Thy 
mercy that we are not consumed, even because Thy 
compassions fail not. Thou hast appointed uS a High 
Priest, in Whose Name we may come boldly to the 
throne, of grace. We make mention of the righteous- 
ness of Christ, and of His only. 
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CONFESSION. 

"11 /TOST merci&l God, we come unto Thee, in hum- 
-^^•*- ble dbpendence.upon Bis atonement and inter- 
cession, and confess our sins, which are many and 
great. Against Thee, Thee only, have we sinned, 
God: and to us belongeth shame and confusion of 
fiwe. Behold, we are vile; what shall we answer 
Thee ? We will lay our hand upon our mouth. Thou 
puttest no trust in Thy saints ; yea, the heavens are 
not clean in Thy sight. How much more abominable 
and filtihy is man, who drinketh iniquity like water ? 
We have ruined ourselves : but in Thee is our help. 
If Thou,* Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who 
should stand? But there is forgiveness with Thee, 
that Thou mayest be feal'ed : with Thee there is mer- 
cy : yea, with our God there is plenteous redemption. 
Lord, Thou madest man upright, but he hath 
sought out many inventions. Our first parents re- 
beUed against' Thee ; and we are transgressors from 
the womb. We are a seed of evil doers. We have 
dealt very treacherously. By one man's disobedience, 
many were made sinners. By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned. Behold, we 
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were shapen in iniquity. We are by nature children 
of wrath, even as others. All flesh have corrupted 
their way ; we are all gone aside ; we are altogether 
become filthy ; there is none righteous ; there is none 
that doeth good ; no, not one. 

Our understandings are darkened by reason of sin ; 
our wills are stubborn and perverse ; and our affections 
are alienated from Thee. We are wise to do evil, but 
to good we have no knowledge. Our neck hath been 
an iron sinew ; and we have made our hearts as the 
adamant. We have followed after vanities, and for- 
saken our mercies. We have set our affections on 
things beneath; and our hearts have departed from 
the living God. We are prone to evil as the sparks 
fly upward. Our hearts are deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked. Lord, we lament our ir- 
regular appetites, and inordinate passions. We bewail 
our pride, our carnajity, and worldly-mindedness. Our 
sins are attended with exceedingly great aggravations. 
We have sinned against the clearest light, the tender- 
est love, and the most faithful warnings of God, of 
parents, of ministers, and of our own consciences. 
And now, Lord, what shall we say ? For we have 
forsaken Thy commandments: we have sinned, 
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what shall we do unta Thee, Thou Preserver of 
men? 

Glory, glory to Thy Name in the highest, that 
there is any hope for the lost and sinful children of 
men; that Thou hast entertained purposes of mercy 
towards any of the guilty race ; that the joyful sound 
of peace and reconciliation with God hath reached our 
ears. We thank Thee that Thou hast so loved the 
world as to give Thine Only Begotten Son, that who- 
Boever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

SUPPLICATION. 

TN the all-prevailing Name of Jesus of Nazareth, a 
-■- Name with which Thou art ever well pleased, we 
present our prayers and supplications to Thee. And 
now. Lord, what wait we for ? Our eyes are unto Thee, 
and our hope is in Thee, through Christ Jesus our 
Redeemer. Deliver us from all our transgressions ; 
and, God, be merciful to us sinners. Wash us 
thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our 
sin. For we acknowledge our transgressions : and our 
sin is ever before us. Justify us freely by Thy grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus our 
liOrd. 
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Create in us a clean heart, 0. God, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Work in us the work of faith 
with power. Dispose us to a godly sorrow for our 
sins, and give us repentance unto life. Shed abroad 
Thy love in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto 
us. Teach us Thy statutes, and give us understand- 
ing that we may know Thy testimonies. May we 
know God and Jesus Christ, whom to know is eternal 
life. Put Thy fear, Lord, into our hearts, that we 
may never depart from Thy law. Hide pride from 
our eyes, and clothe us with humility. Enable us to 
put on the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 
God of peace, let not anger dwell in our bosoms. Fill 
us with charity and brotherly love, that we may keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bcaid of peace. May 
our consciences be always tender. May we abstain 
from all appearance of evil. Incline us to content- 
ment with the allotments of Thy providence ; and 
form us to submission and resignation to Thy will. 
May we ever possess our souls in patience ; and feel 
a holy indifference to all the objects of time and 
sense. Lord, furnish us with hope, which maketh 
not ashamed ; that living hope, which is as an anchor 
to the soul, both sure and stedfast. 
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B^U «, O Low, to b. ci™»»p«. i. JI .» 

conyersation, watching oyer our thoughts, our lips^ 
aad our liyes. May the grace of God teach us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we may liye 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world : 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of that great God, and our Sayiour Jesus Christ ; 
Who gaye Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
fix)m all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Lord, quicken us in 
the ways of righteousness. Let us eyer practise the 
things which are honest in the sight of all men. 
May we be diligent in eyery duty, performing it with 
a ready mind and with joy and gladness of heart. 
May we haye grace always to liye in the exercise of 
deyotion and piety towards God ; of truth, charity, 
and righteousness towards men ; and to maintain 
chastity, temperance, and sobriety towards ourselyes. 
Grant that we may increase in all godliness ; that we 
may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Sayiour Jesus Christ. 

Lord, Who art the confidence of all the ends of 
the earth, preserve us from temptation; support us 
under afflictions ; comfort us in sorrows ; make us use- 



288 A COMPRBHENSIVK PrAZER. 

ful in life, and prepare us for death : And when we 
have done serving Thee here below, admit ns, we 
beseech Thee, to that state of rest and perfection 
which Thou hast reserved for Thy people in the 
heavenly world. 

THAKKSGIVINa. 

A ND now, Lord our Grod, we desire to lift up our 
^^ hearts to Thee, in a grateful acknowledgement 
of all Thy mercies and benefits to us. We praise 
Thee, as the King of kings and Lord of lords, fiill of 
compassion and goodness to the children of men. 
We thank Thee that Thou hast formed us reasonable 
creatures, capable of knowing, serving, an^ onjoying 
Thee. We bless Thee for Thy preserving care ; for 
our lives, our health, our food and raiment; for our 
friends, our comforts, and all our temporal enjoy- 
ments. Above all, we praise Thee, most mercifiil 
Father, for spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus. 

We thank Thee, Lord, for the early intimations 
of good-will to fallen men ; that the seed of the wo- 
man should bruise the serpent's head. We adore 
Thee for the wonderful and mysterious incarnation of 
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Thine Only-begotten Son. We praise Thee, that 
when the fubiess of time was come, Thou didst send 
forth Thy Son, made of a woman, made under the 
kw, to redeem them that were under the law, that - 
we might receive the adoption of sons. We thank 
Thee for His gracious undertaking ; for His exem- 
plary life; His soul-saving doctrines; for the stu- 
pendous miracles whereby He confirmed His divine 
mission ; and, in a special manner, for His meritorious 
death and suflFerings. We bless Thee that He was 
delivered for our offences, and rose again for our 
justification; that He hath ascended to His Father 
and our Father, to His God and our God ; and tha^ 
He ever liveth to make intercession for us. 

We thank Thee, Lord Grod of grace, for the 
Holy Spirit, and for His sanctifying and comforting 
influences upon the souls of men ; for the Covenant 
of grace and all the precious promises thereof; for 
Thy Word ; for the Gospel Ministry, and the insti- 
tution of all Thine Ordinances ; for Sabbaths ; and 
for Sanctuary blessings. We praise Thee for the 
striving of Thy Spirit, and for the remonstrances and 
admonitions of our consciences ; for enlightening, re- 

newing, justifying, adopting^ and sanctifying grace ; 

13 
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for sweet oommunion with Thee in Thine ordinances ; 
for gracious angers to our prayers ; for succour in 
temptations ; for support under troubles ; and for the 
joyful hopes of a glorious immortality. 

INTERCESSION. 

"VTOW, Thou Most High, when we pray unto 
-^ ' Thee, we would remember and make supplication 
for all the children of men. Extend, we beseech Thee, 
Thy mercy to a guilty world ; and let all the ends of 
the earth see the salvation of our God. Let I'hy Gos- 
pel be preached unto every creature ; and add unto 
Thy Church daily such as shall be saved. Give unto 
Thy Son the heathen for His inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for His possession. 
Lord, gather into the Gospel Church Thine ancient 
people the Jews : hasten the latter-day glory : accom- 
plish all the purposes of Thy grace : remove every 
thing which is a let or hindrance to the advancement 
of the Redeemer's Kingdom : take away all error and 
idolatry, aixti-christiaix Bnperstition, and kohammedan 
delusion. 

We pray for Thy blessing upon Thy Church Uni- 
versal, and upon every branch of it in particular. 
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Lord, pity any part of Thy Church that may be 
suflfering affliction, or persecution. Let not the rod 
of the wicked rest upon the lot of the righteous j 
strengthen the faith and patience of Thy suffering 
saints, that they may hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation of the Lord. Pour out Thy Spirit upon all 
Thy Churches ; revive Thy work in the midst of the 
years ; cause pure and undefiled religion i^niversally 
to prevail ; arise, have mercy upon Zicm, and let the 
time to favour her, yea, the set time, come. 

Heavenly Father, do Thou bless all the Ministers 
of Thy Gospel ; purify the sons of Levi, and. make 
those holy who bear the vessels of the Lord j make 
them burning and shining lights in Thy golden c^dle- 
sticks ; and may they turn many to righteousness, and 
shine as stars in the firmament of glory for ever and ever. 

Lord, we pray for Thy special favour to Thy 
Churches in this land. Be very gracious to all the 
Congregations and Ministers of this Church. Bless 
our Presbyteries, our Synods, and our General Coun- 
cil. May their deliberations at all times have a happy 
tendency to promote true religion, and to advance 
more and more the interests of the Redeemer's King- 
dom. Make all our people holy in their lives, and 
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godly in their conversation. May they be an orna- 
ment to their profession ; and may our Church be a 
praise in the land. 

O Thou, who art King among the nations, visit all 
the nations and kingdoms of the earth with Thy good- 
ness, Thy mercy, and Thy salvation. Deal fiivourably, 
Lord, with the land in which we live. Thou 
hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble^ 
be not as a stranger in our land, and as a way-faring 
man, that tumeth aside to tarry for a night. Make 
this EmmanueVs land. May it be a valley of vision, 
a land wherein truth, peace, and righteousness shall 
always dwell.^ 

- Give, Lord, we entreat Thee, prosperity to the 
inhabitants of this country, in their husbandry, their 
trades, and their merchandize. Make not our heaven 
brass, noir our earth iron ; but grant us, we pray Thee, 
rain in due season ; and reserve unto us the appointed 
weeks of' harvest. Let our land yield her increase, 
and our trees their fruit. Abundantly bless our pro- 
vision, and satisfy our poor with bread. Lord, 
bless all in authority over us, supreme and subordinate. 
Counsel our counsellors, and teach our senators wis- 
dom. Make our officers peace, and our exactors right- 
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eousness. lAay all our magistrates and rulers rule 
in the fear of God, be able men, men of truth, fearing 
God, and hating covetousness. May judgment run 
down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream. 

Lord, we pray for all schools, colleges, and other 
seminaries of learning. From these fountains may 
streams issue, which Bhall make glad the city of our 
God. Bless all teachers in them ; and may the youth 
be trained up in the fear of the Lord. 

Most gracious God, we beseech Thee to extend com- 
passion to the sons and daughters of affliction. Heal 
the sick; ease the pained; support the distressed; 
succour the tempted ; comfort mourners ; restore to 
their right mind those who are deprived of the use of 
their reason ; be the God of the widow, the father of 
the fatherless, and the orphan's stay. ' 

And now, Lord, our God, we commit ourselves 
unto Thee ; we hope in Thy mercies ; and we wait for 
Thy salvation. Pardon the iniquity of our holy 
things. We ask and offer all, in the Name of our 
once crucified, but now exalted Redeemer, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: to Whom, with the Father, and the 
Spirit of all grace, be ascribed glory, honour, do- 
minion, and praise, for ever and ever. AmeiT. 
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THE MORNING PRAYER. 

Cause me to hear Thy loving-kindness in the 
morning ; for in Thee do I trust. 

Caaise me to know the way wherein I should 
walk ; for I lift up my soul unto Thee. 

A LMIGHTY God, our Father and Preserver ! we 
^ give Thee thanks that of Thy goodness Thou haat 
watched over us the past night, and brought us to this 
day. And we beseech Thee, strengthen and guard us 
by Thy Spirit, that we may spend it wholly in Thy 
service, aiming at Thy glory, and the salvation of pur 
fellow-men. And even as Thou sheddest now the 
beams of the sun upon the earth to give light unto 
our bodies, so illumine our souls with the brightne^ 
of Thy Spirit, to guide us in the paths of Thine obe- 
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4ience. May all our purpose be this day to honour 
and serve Thee ; may we look for all prosperity to Thy 
blessing only, and seek no object but such as may be 
irell-pleasing in Thy sight. Enable us, Lord ! while 
we labour for the body, and the life that now is, ever 
to look. beyond unto that heayenly life which Thou hast 
promised Thy children. Defend us in soul and body 
from all harm. Guard us against all assaults of the 
devil) and deliver us from any dangers that may beset 
us. And. seeing it is a small thing to have begun 
well, except we also persevere, take us, Lord ! into 
Thy good keeping this day, and all our days ; con- 
tinue and increase Thy grace within us, until we shall 
be perfectly united in the glory of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our L(nrd, the Sun of Bighteousness, who shall 
replenish our souls with His eternal light and gladness. 
And that we may obtain all these blessings, be pleased 
to cast out of Thy remembrance all our past offences, 
anli of Thy boundless mercy forgive them ; as Thou 
haSt promised unto those who call upon Thee in sin- 
cerity and truth. Hear us, God, our Father and 
Redeemer ! Through Jesus Christ our Lord : In 
Whose Name we pray, as He hath taught us, saying 
— Our Father, etc. 
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the evening prayer. 

Consider and hear me^ O Lord my God; lighten 
mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep ; for 
Thmi, Lord, only m^Jcest me dwell in safety, 

ri MERCIFUL God ! Eternal Light, shining in 
" darkness, Thou that dispellest the night of sin, 
and all blindness of heart : Since Thou hast appointed 
the night for rest, and the day for labour ; we beseech 
Thee, grant that our bodies may rest in peace and 
quietness, that afterward they may be able to endure 
the labour they must bear. Temper our sleep, that it 
may be pure and peaceful ; that we may remain spot- 
less both in body and soul ; yea, that our Sleep itself 
may be to Thy glory. Enlighten the eyes of our un- 
derstanding, that we may not sleep in death ] but 
always look for deliverance from this misery. Defend 
us against all assaults of the devil-, and take us into 
Thy holy protection. And although we have not 
passed this day without greatly sinning against Thee, 
we beseech Thee to hide our sins with Thy mercy, as 
Thou hidest all things on earth with the darkness of 

the night, that we may never be cast out from Thy 

13* 
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presence. Relieve and comfort all those ^ho are 
afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate : 
l^hrough Jesus Christ our Lord; Who hath taught 
us to pray — Our Father, etc. 

A SHORT PRATER, 
That All Men may lire nprigfatlj in their Callings. 

T ORD God Almighty, Merciful and Pure, be pleased 
■" in favour to consider the weakness of man : and 
BO sanctify us with Thy grace, that we may all con- 
fess our sins, and cry to Thee for pardon ; all acknowl- 
edge our weakness, and cry to Thee for strength ; all 
see our ignorance, and come to Thee for knowledge 
how to behave ourselves in this mortal life in our sev-»' 
eral callings : That thereby both Thou mayest be glo- 
rified, our brethren comforted, and ourselves relieved : 
that when we shall be called by Thee to render an ac- 
count of our stewardships, we may be able to stand 
before Thee acquitted from all that either sin, the 
devil, or our corrupt flesh may charge us with : not 
through our own deservings^ which in our best en- 
deavours are evil evermore ; but in the merits of Thy 
Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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A PRAYER FOR PARDON AND HELP. 



* 



r\ MOST Merciful Saviour I Who by Thy life and 
^^ atoning death didst reconcile man with God ; the 
only hope of the despairing, and help of them that are 
warred against; the^ ready defence of all that fly to 
Thee, the refuge of all Thy People : Abhor not us, 
who by wicted works, words, and deeds, haye rendered 
ourselves utterly vile in Thy sight : but kindly pity 
us, sinners, and prodigal children, and receive our 
prayers, though offered to Thee by polluted lips. Open 
unto us, gracious Lord, Thy tender mercies ; and 
passing by our numberless offences, turn us to repent- 
ance, and make us tried doers of Thy precepts. Be 
also present with us always in Thy merciful compas* 
sion : both in this life, as a constant protector and aid, 
warding off* every assault of our enemies, and leadiioig 
us unto salvation ; and in the time of our departure, 
caring for our helpless souls, and driving far from 
them all dark visions of fear and fright ; and in the 
awful day of judgment, delivering us from everlasting 
punishment, and making us heirs of Thine unspeakable 
glory. This, O Lord, we ask through Thy mediation 
and intercession : to Whom^ with the Father and the 
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Holy GhoBtj be all honour, glory, and dominion. 
Amsn. 

A pratbr in time of discord. 

11 J"OST Gracious Lord> we humbly beseech Thee to 
■^^-*- ^ grant us hearts mindful of Thy past mercieis 
toward this nation. Suffer us never to fall into un- 
thankfulness and forgetfulness of Thy benefits publicly 
receiyed. Be pleased to continue Thy fatherly guid- 
ance and direction of our ways. Dissipate the coun- 
sels of such as labour to stir up the hearts of this peo- 
ple against one another : let their malicious practices 
be for their own confusion ; and grant Thou of Thy 
mercy that love, concord, and tranquillity may con- 
tinue and increase among the inhabitants of this land, 
even untU the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ : by 
Whose glorious Gospel Thou dost call us to unity, 
peace, and Christian harmony, the full perfection 
whereof we shall possess in Thy Kingdom: where all 
offences shall be removed, all iniquity suppressed, and 
Thy chosen ones fully endued with that perfect glory 
in which our Lord Jesus now reigneth ; Unto Whom, 
^ith Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory evermore. Amen. 
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A PRATER AT THE OPENING OF A CHURCH COURT. 

Til TEEN AL God.! Who of Thine infinite goodness 
-^ hast chosen unto Thyself a Church from the 
foundation of the world, we bless Thee for Thy 
fiitherly love and care, in ruling, defending, and guid- 
ing Thy People in the knowledge of Thy blessed will. 
Give now, Lord, unto us who are here gathered in 
Thy Name, such a measure of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may see and ask of Thee those things that shall 
be expedient for Thy glory and the safety of Thy flock. 
Impart Thy grace, that we may stedfastly agree in 
the unity of the true doctrine ; preserve us from all 
error ; and lead us into all purity of life, that we may 
not dishonour Thy holy GospeL Bemove from us 
all misapprehensions and vain desires ; aiid grant that 
Thy holy Wptd may be the only guide and rule of 
all our consultations ; that they may tend to the glory 
of Thy Nanje, the edification of Thy Church, and 
the discharge of our own conscience. Grant this, 
Father ! for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Redeemer : To Whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honour and praise, now and ever. Amen. 
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A PRAYER I'OR SICK PERSONS. 

r\ ALMIGHTY, Eternal, Righteous God, and Mer- 
^ ciful Father, Thou who art Lord of life and 
death, and without whose will nothing is done in 
heaven, nor on earth : Although we are not worthy to 
call upon Thy Name, nor to hope that Thou wilt hear 
us, when we consider how we have hitherto employed 
our time : We beseech Thee, that Thou wilt be pleased 
of Thy mercy to look upon us in the face of Jesus 
Christ, who hath taken all our infirmities on Him. We 
acknowledge that we are utterly incapable of any gopd, 
and prone to all evil, wherefore we have justly merited 
this punishment, yea, have deserved much more. But, 
Lord, Thou knowest that we are Thy- people, and 
Thou art our God : we have no other refuge than in 
Thy mercy, which Thou hast never withheld from 
any one who turned himself to Thee. Therefore we 
beseech Thee not to impute our sihs unto us, but ac- 
count the wisdom^ righteousness, and holiness of Jesus 
Christ unto us, that we may in Him be able to stand 
before Thee. Deliver us for His sake from these 
suflferings, that the wicked may not think that Thou 
hast forsaken us. Aiid if it be Thy pleasure longer 
thus to try us, give us strength and patience to bear 
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all suffering according to Thy will, and let all turn ac- 
cording to Tby wisdom to our profit. Rather chasten 
us h^e, than hereafter, to te lost with a sinful world. 
Grant that Ave may die to this world, and all earthly 
things, and that we may daily more and more be re- 
newed after the image of Jesus Christ. Suffer us 
not by any means to be separated from Thy love ^ but 
draw us daily nearer and nearer unto Thee, that we 
may attain unto the end of Our calling with joy ; that 
we may die, rise again, and Kve with Christ in eternity. 
We also believe thlat Thou wilt hear us through Jesus 
Christ, who hath taught us to pray — Our Father, «te. 
Strengthen us also in the true Faith, which we 
believe in our hearts, and profess with our mouths— I 
believe in God, etc. 

The Same. . 

TjlTERNAL, Merciful God and Father, the eternal 
-*^ salvation of the living, and the everlasting life 
of the dying- seeing that Thou hast death and life in 
Thy hand alone, and takest such, care of uB continually, 
that neither health nor sickness, nor any good or evil 
can befall us, nay, not a hair can fall from our head, 
without Thy will : and since . Thou dost order all 
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things for the good of Thy People : We beseech Thee, 
grant us the grace of Thy Holy Spirit, to teach ns 
rightly to acknowledge our misery, and patiently to 
bear Thy chastenings, which we have deserved ten 
thousand times more severe. We know that they are 
not the evidences of Thy wrath, but of Thy fatherly 
love towards us, that we should not be condemned 
with the world. O Lord, increase our faith in Thine 
infinite mercy, that we may be more and more united 
to. Christ, as members to their spiritual Head, to whom 
Thou wilt make us conformable in sufferings and in 
glory. Lighten the cross, so that our weakness may 
be able to bear it. We submit ourselves entirely to 
Thy holy will, whether Thou art pleased to continue 
oiir souls longer in these tabernacles, or take them into 
eternal life ; since we belong to Christ, and therefore 
shall not perish. We would willingly leave this weak 
body in hope of a blessed resurrection, when it ^hall 
be restored to us much more glorious. Grant us to 
experience the blessed- comforts of the remission of 
tins, and of justification through Christ, that we by 
that shield may overcome all the assaults of Satan. 
May Hi^ innocent blood wash away all the stain and 
uneleanness of our sins, and His righteousness answer 
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for our unrighteousneBS in Thy last judgment. Arm 
us with faith and hope, that we may not be ashamed 
nor confounded by the terrors of death. But when our 
bodily eyes are closing in darkness, may the eyes of 
our souls be directed towards Thee : and wheii Thou 
shall have deprived us of the use of our tongues, may 
our hearts never cease to call upon Thee. Lord, 
into Thy hands we commit our souls : forsake us not 
in our last extremity ; and that only for the sake of 
Jesus Christ : Who hath taught us^ to pray-^Our 
Father, etc. 

:for a sick child. 

f\ ALMIGHTY and most Merciful Father! in 
^^ Whose hands are the issues of life and death : 
Xook down, we beseech Thee, in compassion, upon the 
sick child for whom our prayers are desired. If it 
be Thy good j^leasure, deliver him from his bodily 
sickness, prolong his days upon the earth, enable him 
to live in Thy fear and to Thy glory, and visit him 
with Thy salvation. But if it be Thy will, gracious 
God I to take his soul; at this time out of the, world, 
receive hjm, we pray Thee, into those heavenly 
habitations, where the spirits of all who are in Christ 
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enjoy perpetual repose and blessedness. Grant this, 
Lord ! for the love of Thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ Amen. 

FOR A PERSON UNDER AFFLICTION. 

r\ MERCIFUL God and heavenly Father! Who 
^ hast taught us in Thy holy Word that Thou 
dost not ivillingly afflict the children of men : Look 
with pity, we beseech Thee, upon the sorrows of Thy 
servant, tor whom our prayers are desired. Li Thy 
wisdom. Thou hast visited him with trouble., and hast 
brought distress upon his soul. Remember him, 
Lord ! in mercy : sanctify Thy. fatherly correction to 
him ; endue his soul with patience under his affliction, 
and with resignation to Thy blessed will. Comfort 
fmn with a sense of Thy goodness, and give Am 
peace ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOR RAIN. 

r\ GOD, Creator and Governor, Who preservest man 
^-^ and beast, look, we beseech Thee, on our dry, 
thirsty land ; water it abundantly from Thy river 
which is full of water, and let Thy paths drop fatness, 
that the springing of the earth maybe blessed, the 
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firuits thereof be perfect and plentiful, and the year 
crowned with Thy goodness. Spare us, Lord, in 
Thy mercy, and cause Thy people to rejoice because of 
Thy bounty. Shed forth Thy. Holy Spirit on Thy 
Churches, that Thy heritage may be confirmed and 
Thy word be fruitful abundantly, for the glory of Thy 
holy Name through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

f\ GOD of love and compassion. Who of old didst set 
^ Thy bow^ in the cloud for a token of a covenant 
between Thee and the earth, we humble ourselves be-, 
fore Thee on account of our sins, and acknowledge Thy 
chastisement to be just. Yet spare us, Lord. Stay 
the excess of rain, and cause Thy sun to shine, that, 
the hope of harvest being fulfilled, our bams may be 
stored with Thy bounty, and our souls rejoice in Thee. 
Above all, O Lord, grant that the Sun of Righteous- 
ness may arise upon us with healing in His wings, and 
Thy people, walking all the day in the light of Thy 
countenance, in Thy righteousness may be exalted. 
Do this, Father of mercies, for the sake of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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FOR PEACE. 

r\ GOD of peace, Who didst send unte us messages 
^ of peace by Thy Son, the Prince of peace, and 
commandest us to be at peace with all men, we entreat 
Thee to save us from quarrel, bloodshed, and war. 
. Still the tumult of the people as Thou dost the raging 
of the sea.* Disappoint the devices of the wicked, 
and bring their machinations to naught. Fill our 
hearts and the hearts of all men with Thy love, that 
BO we may dwell in safety under the wings of Thy 
Holy Spirit, and have p^ace with Grod through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

IN TIME OF PESTILENCE. 

f\ GOD, we hre consumed by Thine anger, and by 
" Thy wltith are we troubled. Thou hast seen that 
our iniquities are great, and Thou hast sent the angel 
of death to smite us sorely. Oh, vex us no more in 
Thy displeasure, but by Thy Holy Spirit turn our 
hearts and the hearts of all our people to Thy right- 
eous ways, that so Thou mayest repent Thee of the 
evil, and our lives may be prolonged for the honour of 

• In tlm^ of War may be here Inserted :> 

Oive us not over into the hands of our enemies, but defend us»an<i grant oa 
the victory, which is in Thine hand. 
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Thy blessed Name. Yet, Lord, 'whatsoeyer Thou hast 
in store for us of good or of evil, give us grace to trust 
our souls in Thy keeping, and to praise Thee with hu- 
mility and with fear, that, whether, we live or die, we 
may be Thine, and at last -find an abundant entrance 
into life eternal, through Him who died for us and 
rose again. Amen. 

FOR THE ABSENT FROM HOME. 

r\ GOD, Who asrt everywhere present, ruling the sea 
^^ and the land, we entreat Thee for [him, her, or 
those,] now absent from us. Rescue them from peril, 
from sickness, from sin, and from death. Cover them 
as with a shield, and sanctify their experience of Thy 
mercy to their eternal profit and joy. In due time 
restore them to their homes, and keep them and us 
through the journey of this life, that we all may reafeh 
our Father's house in peace, through His grace Who 
hath opened the kingdom of heaven to all that believe 
on His holy Name. Amen. 



¥ 



A TflANKSGIVINa. FOR RAIN. 

E thank Thee, God, in Whose hand aare all 
things, that Thou hast heard our prayers, and 
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hast sent us abundant rain; Continue, Lord, to shed 
down the riches of Thy bounty^ that our yalleys may 
be covered with com, and. the pastures rejoice. Grant 
also, for Thy Name's sake, that our grateful hearts, 
ever mindful of Thy love, may evermore praise Thee 
with holy gratitude, reverence, and obedience, for Je- 
sus Christ's sake. Amen. 

A THANKSGIVING FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

r\ GRACIOUS and most compassionate Lord God, 
^^ we have humbled ourselves under Thy righteous 
pleasure, and trembled under Thine afflictive wiU. 
Thou hast restored unto us the light of hope, and stayed 
the overflowing of rain. Thy sunshine js upon the 
earth,' and the world is full of Thy healthful light. 
Perfect that which Thou Ijiast most mercifully pre- 
served, and let the fields yield their increase. Shine 
within our hearts, that we may show forth the fruits 
of a Christian, faithful, and contented life, through Him 
whom Thou lovest. Amen, 







A THANKSGIVING FOR HARVEST. 

GOP, Who hast said that whatsoever a mna sow- 
eth he shall also reap, we heartily thank Thee fox 
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Thy blessing on the labours of the husbandmen, and 
that a good harvest has been gathered. May we who 
live by Thy bounty, live to Thy praise, and our souls 
be preserved from pride or forgetfulness of Thee, who 
feedest Thy chUdren with, the finest of the wheat. 
Remember the poor, and cause us to remember them. 
Speedily gather to Thyself a harvest of praise from all 
nations and all the earth, that the good seed of the 
Word sown in Thy Name may bear fruit abundantly 
to Thine eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



A THANKSGIVING FOR BELIVBBANCp FROM PESTI- 
LENCE. 

T7I ATHER of Mercies, Who desirest not the death of 
-*- the sinner, we . thank Thee most humbly and 
heartily that Thou hast been pleased of Thine infinite 
compassion to hear our prayers, and favourably to regard 
Thy suppliant and sorrowing people. TJiou hast with- 
drawn from the midst of us tiie desolating plague. 
Oh, that we which remain alive may present unto 
Thee our whole bodies as a continual thank-offering, 
which is our reasonable . service. Remember Thy 
promise unto the widow and the orphan, bind up the 
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broken in heart, and comfort all that mourn, for the 
sake of Him who died for ns and rose again. Amek. 

A THANKSGIVING FOR A SAFE RETURN HOME. 

"\T7"E thank Thee, O.God of our mercies, that Thou 
' ^ hast restored o\ir brother to his home safe from 
the perils of the way. The earth is Thine ; the sea 
also is Thine : and Thou hast not suffered him to per- 
ish in a strange land nor to sink in the mighty waters. 
May the goodness of Qod lead him to a more hearty 
repentance, and his soul ever rejoice in Thee until he 
reaches o^r Father's house, where there is fulness of 
joy in Thine eternal presence, through Christ our R^ 
deemer. Amen. 

A PRATER TO IBB USED AT SEA. 

A LMIGHTT God, our heavenly Father, Who alone 
•^^ commandest the winds and the waves, and they 
obey Thee : we Thine unworthy and sinful creatures, 
separated upon the sea from the dwellings of men, 
would humbly address to Thee our prayers. Wb 
confess our manifold transgressions and wickedness; 
and implore Thy merey and forgiving grace through 
' Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. We worsliip 
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Thee, God ; and beholding Thy works and Thy 
wonders in the deep^ magnify and exalt Thy great and 
holy Name : and ascribe nnto Thee all dominion and 
majesty and glory for ever and ever. May Thy fear 
ever fall upon us, Lord, and Thine excellence make 
us suitably afraid. We give thanks unto Thee for Thy 
goodness and loving-kindness to us, notwithstanding 
our guilt, and the magnitude of our sins : and would 
call upon our souls to bless and praise Thy holy Name, 
for Thine upholding mercy and preserving care. 
YoUchsafe unto us, Lord, Uie continued defences and 
blessings of Thy Providence. Spare us Thy just judg- 
ments; shield us from dangers seen jEbnd unseen: 
prosper us on our way, and bring us to our destined 
haven. Above all, grant unto us^ heavenly Father, 
the abundant influence of Thy Holy Spirit, to enlighten 
our minds in the knowledge of Thy Truth, to purify 
our hearts from indwelling sin, and to work in us both 
to will and to do of Thy good pleasure. Grant unto 
lis repentance and the remission of sin, and that faith 
which is the gift of God : that we may bring forth 
unto Thee, in our hearts and lives, the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness. Forbid, Lord our God, that we 

should make shipwr^k of the soul ; but being guided 

14 
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and guarded bj Thy good Spirit, may we finisli the 
Toyage of life in safety, and find entrance at last into 
the haven of eternal rest, thxough Jesus Christ our 
Lord : To Whom, with Thee the Father, a;nd thcj Holy 
Ghost, be glory everlasting. Amek. 



A prater for the president of the united 

STATES, AND ALL JN CIVIL AUTHORITY. 

r\ LORD, our Heavenly Father, the high and mighty 
^ Buler of the universe, Who dost from Thy throne 
behold all the dwellers uj^n earth : most heartily we 
beseech Thee, with Thy favour to behold And bless 
Thy. servant, the President of the United States, and 
all others in authority; and so replenish them with 
the grace of Thy Holy Spirit, that they may always in- 
cline to Thy will, and walk in Thy way. Endue Ihem 
plenteously with heavenly gifts ; grant them in health 
and prosperity long to live ; and finally, after this life, 
to attain everlasting joy and felicity, through Jesus 

■ ^ 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



J 



THE €OLLE€TS. 



ALMIGHTY Grod, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armour of light, now in the time of this portal life, in 
which Thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us with 
great humility : that in the last day, when He shall 
come again in His glorious Majesty to judge both the 
quick and the dead, we may rise to, the life immortal, 
through Him who liveth and reigneli With Thee and 
the Holy (Jhost, now and ever. Amen. 

BLESSE© Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scripr 
tures to he written for our learning : Grant that 
we may in such wise hear them, read, matk, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort of 
Thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast 
given us in our Saviour Jesu^ Christ. Amen. 







LORD Jesus Christ, who at Thy firsts coming 
didst send Thy .messenger to prepare Thy way 



"l 
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before Thee : Grant that the ministers and stewards of 
Th J mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready 
Thy way, by taming the hearts of the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the Just, that at Thy second coming to 
judge the world, ^e may be found an acceptable peo- 
ple in Thy sight; who livest and reignest.with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, ever One God, world with- 
out end. Amen« 

OLOBD, who hast given us cause of perpetual joy 
by the coming of Thy Son our Saviour among 
us : Raise up Thy power, we pray^ Thee, and possess 
us with a mighty sense of Thy wonderful love ; that 
whereas through the cares of this life we are sorely let 
and hindered in running the race that is set before us, 
we may be car^I for nothing, but thai^uUy com- 
mending ourselves, in every thing to Thy bountiful 
grace and mercy, the peace of Thee our Gt)d, which 
passeth all understanding, may keep our hearts and 
minds, through the satisfaction of Thy Son our Lord, 
to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be honour 
and glory, world without ipnd. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us Thine Only- 
begotten Son, the brightness of Thy glory, and 
tiie express image of Thy person, to take our nature 
upon Him, and to be bom of a pure Virgin : Grant 
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that we, bedng regenerate, and made Thy children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy Holy 
Spirit ; till Christ be perfectly formed in ns, and we 
be made p&rtakers of a Divine nature, through the 
^same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the same Spirit, ever One God, world 
without end. Ame^. 



GRANT, Lord, that in all our sufferings here 
upon earth for the testimony of Thy Truth, we 
may stedfastly look up to heaven, and by fidth behold 
the glory that shall be revealed ; and, being filled with 
the Holy Ghost, may learn to love and bless our per- 
secutors, by the example of Thy first martyr. Saint 
Stephen, who prayed for his murderers to Thee, 
blessed Jesus, who standest at the right hand of God, 
to succour all those that suffer for Thee, our only Me- 
diator and Advocate. Amei^. 



MEBCIFUL God, who art light, and in whom is no 
darkness at all : Enlighten our minds, we most 
humbly beseech Thee, with such a fall understanding 
of the doctrine taught by Thy blessed Apostle and 
Evangelist John, that we, walking in the truth in all 
purity and holiness of life, may have fellowship with 
Thee and Thy Son Jesus Christ : by whose blood being 
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cleansed from all onr sins, we may at length attain to 
everlasting life; through the same onr Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

OMOST Blessed G^, who having sent Thy Son 
in our nature, didst preserve Him in His in- 
fancy from the malice of Herod, by whom many other 
children were slain : Grant that in all dangers and ad- 
versities we may put our whole trust and confidence 
in Thee; and do Thou by Thy good /providence pre- 
serve us from the rage of unreasonable and wicked 
men, or strengthen us by patient sufferings to glorify 
Thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ cmr lord. 
Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given Thine Only be^ 
gotten Son to take our nature upon Him, and 
be born of a pure Virgin : Grant that we, being re- 
generate, and made Thy children by adoption and 
grace, may daily be. renewed by Thy Holy Spirit, 
which we beseech Thee to send forth more and more 
into our hearts, as a testimony of Thy fatherly love 
unto us, and to fill us with fervent love towards Thee : 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who madest Thy Blessed Son to 
be circumcised, and obedient to the law for 
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man : Grant us the true- circumcision of the Spirit; 
that our hearts, and all our members^ being mortified 
fix)m all worldly and carnal lusts^ we may in all things 
obey Thy holy will, and obtain the remission- of our 
sins, and the righteousness which is by the faith of 
Jesus Chrifi* our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, who by the leading of a star didst mani- 
fest Thine Only-begotten Son to the Gentile^, 
and guide them to the place where He lay : Mercifully 
grant that we, to whom Thou hast revealed Him more 
clearly by lEe light of Thy glorious Gospel, may make 
such progress in faith and holiness, and be so entirely 
led and governed by Thy Spirit, that we may be 
brought after this life into that blessed place where He 
now is, and there have the fruition of Thy glorious 
presence for ever and ever, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, whose infinite mercies in our blessed Sav- 
iour encourage^ us to call upon Thee: We 
beseech Thee graciously to hear us;^^ and grant thckt 
we may both perceive 'and know what is Thy good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will revealed to us, and 
also have 'grace and power so faithfully to fulfil the 
same, that we may present ourselves a living sacrifice, 
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holy and acceptable Unto Thee, through Jeans Christ 
our Lord. Ambn. 

ALMIGtHTY and Everlasting God, who dost govem 
all things in heaven and earth : Mercifdllj hear 
the supplications of Thy people ; and so rule and guide 
us, that we may do our duties faithfully in our several 
places and relations ; constantly abhorring that which 
is evil, and cleaving to that which is good; being 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, 
patient in tribulation, and continuing instant in 
prayer ; so that we may enjoy Thy peace all the days 
of our life ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, mercifully look 
upon our infirmities, and endue us with the 
spirit of meekness and patience ; that no evil we suffer 
from others may move us to do evil unto them, but 
that we may overcome them by doing them good ; and 
if it be possible, as much as lieth ^ us, live peaceably 
with aU men. And in all our dangers and adver- 
sities, stretch forth Thy hand to help and defend us ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst 
of so many and great temptations and dangers, 
that by reason of the fraiUry of our nature in many 
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things we offend all: Grant to us such strength and 
protection as may support us in all dangers, and carry 
US through all temptations ; that, being faithful xinto 
Thee, rendering unto all their due, and doing that 
which is good, we may be graciously accepted of Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLOED, we beseech IHhee^ to iceep Thy Church 
and household continually in Thy true religion ; 
and to stir up every member of the samfe to adorn 
Thy holy profession, by putting on bowels of mercy, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffer- 
ing ; that, resting only upon llie hope of Thy heavenly 
grace, and doing all in the Name of our blessed 
Saviour, we may evermore be defended by Thy 
mighty power, giving thanks unto Thee; through 
Jesiis Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, whose Blessed Son wais inanifested that 
He might destroy the works of the devil, and 
make us the sons of God, and heirs of eternal life: 
Grant us, we beseech Thee, that having this hope, 
we may purify ourselves, even as He is pure; Jhat 
when He shall appear again with power and great 
glory, we may be made like unto Him in His eternal 

and glorious Kingdom; where, with Thee^ Father, 

14* 
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and Thee, Holj Ghost, He liyeth and reigneth, 
ever One God, world without end. Amen. 

OLORD, we beseech Thee favourably to hear the 
prayers of Thy People ; ihat we, who by Thy 
grace are called to the course of a Christian life, may 
be temperate in all things ; and so run the race that 
is set before us, as to obtain that incorruptible crown 
which Thou hast , promised to them that love Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour^ who liveth and 
reigueth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One 
God, world without end. Amen. 

OLOBD, who seest that we put not our trust in 
anything that we do : Mercifully grant that by 
Thy power we may be defended against all adver- 
sities ; or so mightily aided by Thy grace, that we 
may not faint under them ; but having heard Thy 
holy Word with honest and good hearts, we may keep 
it, and bring forth fruit with patience, through Jesus 
Christ our Lprd. . Amen. 

OLOBB, who hast taught us that all our doings 
without charity are nothing worth : Send Thy 
Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts that most ez- 
t)ellent gift of charity, which is humble, meek, kind. 
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long^uffering and patient, the yery bond of peace and 
of all virtues : Grant this for Thine Only Son Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, who hatest 
nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive 
the sins of all thetn that are penitent : Create and 
make in us new and contrite hearts ; that we, truly 
lamenting our sins, with unfeigned sorrow and abhor- 
rence, and acknowledging our wretchedness with sin- 
cere resolution of amendment of life, may obtain of 
Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and for- 
giveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



OLORD, who for our sakes didst fast forty days 
and forty nights, and vanquish all the tempta- 
tions of the devil by which our Arst parents were over- 
come: Grant that we may ilot receive the grace of 
God in vain, but use such abstinence, that our flesh 
being subdued to the sjpirit, no desire of pleasure, 
glory, or worldly advantage may tempt us from our 
duty ; but that we may ever obey Thy godly motions, 
in righteousness and true happiness, to Thine honour 
and glory, who livest. and reignest with, the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, One God, world without en4. 
Amijn, ' . 
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ALMIGHTY God, who seest that we haW no power 
of ourselyes to help ourselves : Keep us both out- 
wardly in our bodi^ and inwardly in our souls ; that 
we may be defended from all adversities which may 
happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which 
may assault and hurt the soul; and as we have re- 
ceived how we ought to walk and please Thee, so may 
we abound more and more; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

¥E beseech Thee, Almighty (Jod, look down upon 
the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and 
as Thou hast enlightened us with the knowledge of 
Thy truth, so enable us to walk as children of the 
light, and to have no fellowship with the unfrtdtful 
works of darkness ; that bringing fordi the fruits of 
the Spirit, in ^11 goodness, righteousness, and truth, 
we maybe ever under Thy Divine protection'; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

4 LMIGHTY God, who hast made a covenant of 
A unspeakable grace and mercy with us in Christ 
Jesus, and conveyed to us therein an heavenly inherit- 
ance upon sincere (Obedience to His ocmmands, which 
10 our reasonable service : Grant that we may evermore 
rejoice in Thee, and walk worthy of our holy calling ; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amek. 
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ALMIGHTY God, whcrhast sent Thy Son Jesus 
Christ to be an High Priest of good things to 
come, and by His own blood to enter in once into the 
holy place, having obtained an eternal redemption for 
us : Mercifully look upon Thy people ; that by the same 
blood of our Saviour, who througli the Eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot unto Thee, our conscieticeB 
may be purged from dead works, to serve Thee the 
living God, that we may receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance ; through Jea[us Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, who of Thy ten- 
der love towards mankind hast sent Tliy Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon Him our flesh, 
and that in the form of a servant, and to suffer death, 
even the death of the Cross, for our redemption^ and 
that we should follow the example of His great hu- 
mility, patiencOj and obedience : Mercifully grant that 
this mind may be in us which was also in Christ Jesus, 
that we may both follow the example of His humble 
obedience and patient suffering, and also be made par- 
takers of His glorious resurrection, to live with Thee 
for ever. Grant this for the sake of Thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, the Father of Mercies, we be- 
seech Thee graciously to hear the |Krayers of 
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Thy Chtirch, for which our Lord Jesus . Christ waa 
content to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of 
wicked m^i, and to suffer death upon the Cross \ and, 
according to that new covenant, which He sealed there 
with Bis precious Mood, put Thy lawB into all our 
hearts, and write them in our minds ; and then remem- 
ber our sins and iniquities no more ; for the sake of 
fiim, who when He had offered one sacrifice for sin, 
for ever sat down on Thy right hand, and now liyeth 
andreigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One 
Qod, world without end. Amen* 

ALMIGHTY «nd Eyerlaflting God, by whose Spirit 
the whole body of the Church is governed and 
sanctified : Beceive our : supplications and pray^:8, 
which we offer before Thee for all estates of men in 
Thy^holy Church ; that all th6 members of the same, 
drawing near unto Thee with a true heart and in full 
assurance of faith, having their souls and bodies puri- 
fied from all uncleanness, may hold fast the profession 
of their faith without wavering ; and in their vocation 
and ministry truly and godlily serve Thee, through our 
Loi:d and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

MERCIFUL Gt)d, who hast made all men, and 
hatest nothing that Thou hast made, nor would- 
est the death of a sinner, but rather that he should be 
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converted and live : Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Heretics; make -known Thy blessed 
Gospel unto them; take from them all ignorance, 
hardness of heart, and contempt of Thy Word ; work 
a lively faith in them ; and so bring ihem home, blessed 
Lovdi, to Thy flock, that they may be saved among the 
remnant of the true Israelites^ and be made one fold 

undier one Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 

« ■ 

and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
world without end. Ajmen. 

BLESSED Lord, whose only Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ hath onc€i suffered for our sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to Thee our 
God : We beseech Thee, that as we are baptized into 
His death, so t)y continually mortifying our corrupt 
affections we may be biiried with Him; and at last 
through the grave, and gate of death, pass to our joy- 
ful resurrection : For His* merits, who died, and was 
buried, and rose again, Thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. . Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who by the resurrection of Thine 
Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome 
death, and opened to us the gate of everlasting life : 
We humbly beseech Thee, that as by Thy special grace 
preveiating us, Thou dost put into our minds good de- 
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siroS; so by Thy oontinoal help we may sted&8tly set 
our hearts upon those things which are above : that 
when Christ, who is oar Li£Bi^ shall appear, w« may 
also appear with Him in glory, where He now liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One 
God, world without end. Amen. » 

ALMIGHTY Father, who hast given Thine only Son 
to die for our sins, and to rise again for our justi* 
fi(3ation : Increase and strengthen our &ith in Thee, 
and in Thy Son whom Thou hast sent ; that so be- 
lieving in Him, we may overcome the world, and at- 
tain unto eternal life : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Ambn. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given Thine only Son 
to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of godly life: Give us grace that we may 
always most thankfully receive that His most inesti- 
mable benefit ; anjl also daily endeavour to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life; that dying imto 
sin, and living unto righteousness, we may at last ob- 
tain eternal life : Through the same„ Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A' LMIGHTY God, who showest to them that be in 
error die light of Thy truth, to the intent that 
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they may retam into; the way of righteousii,eB3 ; Grant 
unto all those who are admitted into the fellowship of 
-Christ's religion, that as strangers and pilgrims they 
may abstain from fleshly lusts, and follow all such 
things as &re agreeable to their holy profession; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who . alone canst order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful men : Gf-ant 
unto us Thy people, that we may love the jihings which 
Thou commandest, and desire that which Thou dost 
promise ; that so, among the sundry and manifold 
changes of the world, our hearts^ may surely there be 
fixed, where, true joys are to be found: Through 
J^sus Christ our Lord. Amen. ^ 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast blessed the earth, that 
it should be fruitful, and . bring forth every 
thing that ie necessary for the life of man, and hast 
commanded us to work with quietness^ and eat our 
own bread : Bless us in all our labours, and grant us 
such seasonable weather that we may gather ii^ the 
fruits of the earth, and ever rejoice in Thy goodness, 
to the praise of Thy holy Name : Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ' Amen. . 







XK>D, the King of Glory, who^hast exalted Thy 
Son Jesus Christ with great triumph into the 
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kingdom of heaven : Grant, we beseech Thee, that we 
may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with 
Him continually tiwell, who liveth and reigneth, with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, One God, world without 
end. Amen. 

V 

OQOJ), the King of Glory, who hast exalted Thine 
only S(Hi Jesus Chri&t with great triumph unto 
Thy Kingdom in heaven, and yet didst not leave 
Thine Apostles comfortless : Vouchsafe, we beseech 
54ee, to give us Thy Holy Spirit to guide and com- 
fort us ; that, being sober, and watching unto prayer, 
and aboye all things having fervent . charity among 
ourselves, we may be exalted into the same place 
whither our Saviour Christ is gone before : Who 
liveth and reigneth, with Thee mi the Holy Ghost, 
One God, world without end. Amen.. . 

OETERIf AL God, who, according to Thy feithful 
promise, didst send the Holy Ghost on the day 
of Pentecost : Grant us by the same Spirit to have 
a right judgment in all things, and evermore to re- 
joice in His holy comfort :' Through the merits of 
Christ Jefiius our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, world 
without end. Amen. 
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IrOLY, holy, holy, Lord God Ahnighty ! Thou art 
1- worthy to receive glory, and honour, and power : 
for Thou hast created all things; and for Thy pleasure 
they are and were created. Blessed be Thy Divine 
Majesty, who hast given us Thy" servaUfts grace^ by 
the confession of a true faith to acknowledge the glory 
of the! eternal Trinity, and to worship one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. We beseech Thee 
that Thou wouldst keep us stedfast in this faith, and 
in holiness of life ; and give us grace to walk worthy 
of Thee : Who livest and reighest ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

OGOD, the strength of all them that put their 
trust in Thee, mercifully accept our prayers; 
and because through the weakness of our mortal na- 
ture we can do no good thing without Thee, grant us 
the help of Thy grace : that we, stedfastly believing 
in Thy Son Jesus ^trist, and loving one another as 
He hath given us commandment, may please Thee 
both in will and deed : through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. ^ . 

OLOED, who never failest to help and govern 
those whom Thou dost bring Up in Thy stedfast 
fear and love : Keep us, we beseech Thee, under the 
protection of Thy good providence, and make us to 
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haye a perpetual fear and love of Thy holj Name-: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD of all grace, T^ho hast called us iuto Thine 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus: We beseech 
Thee, mercifully to hear the prayers, which with 
hearty desires we make unto Thee ; and grant that 
we, being clothed with humility, and casting all our 
care on Thee, may be sober and vigilant, and continu- 
ing stedfast in the faith, may resist all the temptations 
of the devil, and iat length obtain the crowtx of life ; 
through Jesua Christ our Lord. Amen. 

0(lOD, who hast tstught us that the sufierings of 
' this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that shall be revealed in us : Licrease 
and multiply upon us Thy mercy ,• that Thou being 
pur ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we finally lose not the things eternal. 
Grant this, Heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. AmeNs 

OLORD, whose eyes are over the righteous, and 
Thine ears open' to their prayers: We most 
humbly beseech Thee to make us til of one mind, hav- 
ing compassion one of another, loving as brethren, 
being pitiful and courteous^ eschewing all evil in word 
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and deed, and doing good, seeking peace with all men ; 
so that we may attain that peace which passeth all 
understanding ; through Jesus * Christ our Lord. 

Amen, - ' ■ ■ 







GOD, who hast prepared for them that love Thee 

such good things as pass man's understahding : 

f 
Pour into our hearts such love toward Thee, that we, 

loving Thee above all things, may obtain Thy 

promises, which . exceed all that we can desire ; 

through Jesus Christ oxn Lord. Ambn. 



LORD of all power and might, who art the Author 
and Giver of all good things : Graft in our hearts 
the love of Thy Name ; increase in us true religion ; 
nourish us with all goodness; and of Thy great mercy 
keep us in the same ; through Jesus Christ our^ Lord. 
Amen. ' '■ ' ' ^ 

MOST Gracious God, who hast given us the spirit 
of adoption, whereby we call Thee our Father r 
Grant that we, mortifying the deeds of the body, and 
lieing led by Thy Holy Spirit, may live as" becomes 
Thy children, and joint heirs with Christ ; and finally 
be glorified together with Him :- Who Bveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the^Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
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OGOD, who hast in Thy Holy Word set before us 
Thy righteous judgments upon Thine ancient 
people the Jews, for our admonition and example: 
Preserve us by Thy grace from all those sins by which 
they provoked Thy wrath against them; and never 
suffer us to be tempted above .what we are able, but 
make a way for us to escape the temptation, or enable 
us to bear it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

f 

OGOD, who wast ple^Jsed to bestow great diversity 
of spiritual gifts for the first planting of Thy 
Church : We beseech Thee still to pour out such a 
^measure of Thy Holy Spirit upon every men^ber of the 
same, as may be for the profit and edificatioD of the 
whole Body, ^inited together in love by one and the 
same Spirit : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

• 

OGOD, who hast brought life and immortality to 
light by the Gospel, and hast begotten us again to 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead : Make us stedfast and immoveable in this 
faith, always abounding in the work of the Lord : Who 
died for our sins, and rose again, and now liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one (rod, 
world without end. Amen. 
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OMOST Merciful Father, who by the glorious min- 
istration of the Spirit haat given us a clear reve- 
lation of Thy will in the Gospel of Thy Son : We be- 
seech Thee to enlighten pur minds, that we may rightly 
understand it and duly value it, and frame our lives 
according to it, to Thine honour and glory : Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OETERNAL <xod, who hast called all nations to.be 
. one by faith in Christ Jesus : Grant that we who 
are baptized into Him may so faithfully serve Thee in 
this life, that we fail not finally to attain Thy heavenly 
promises : Through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. . : ' 

> 

ALMIGHTY and Ev^Brlasting God, we beseech Thee, 
enable us more and more to mortify the flesh, 
with the afiections and lusts thereof, and to bring forth 
the fruit of the Spirit in love, joy, peace, long-suflFer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ; 
that we, loving what Thou dost command, may obtain 
that which Thou 4ost promise : Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who having niade Thy Son Jesus 
Christ perfect through suffering, hast called us 
to be His disciples and followers : Endue us, we be- 
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seech Thee, with the same Spirit which was in Him ; 
that we, beiirg crucified to the world, may patiently 
bear the cross ; and being renewed in our natures in 
righteousness and true holiness, and walking according 
to this rule, peace and mercy may be upon us : 
Throuojh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, the Fathei' of all, who art above all, through 
all, and in us all : Grant, we pray Thee, that 
Thy grace may always prevent and follow us, that we 
may walk worthy of the vocation ^ wherewith we are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with l(»ig-suf- 
fefing, forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace : 
that, being continually given to all good works, we 
may finally attain everlasting joy and felicity : Through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

OLORD, who hast enriched us with the knowledge 
of Thy holy Gospel : Grant us grace, we beseech 
Thee, so to wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to judge the world in righteousness, that we may 
withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and with such pure . hearts follow Thee the 
only true God, that we may T)e confirmed unto the 
end, and be blameless in the day of pur Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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OGOD, forasmuch as without Thee we are not able 
to please Thee :. Mercifully grant, that Thy Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule ourhearts, and 
renew us in the spirit of our mind : that putting away 
all bitterness and wrath, anger and malice, and every 
other evil affection, and being kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as Thou, 
God, for Christ's sake hast forgiven us, we may com- 
fortably look with an assured hope fcr the day of re- 
demption from all evils, unto eternal life : Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MERCIFUL God, who according to Thy divine 
power hast given us aH things pertaining to life 
and godliness : Make us strong in the Lord, in the 
power of His might : that putting on the whole armour 
of God, we may be able to resist all the temptations 
of the devil, praying to Thee always with fervent 
prayer, and watching thereunto' with all perseverance : 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, who hast set before us many and great ex- 
amples of a holy and heavenly life :, Assist us 
by Thy grace to be followers of them, as they were of 
Christ ; . that we may not mind earthly things, but 
having our conversation in heaven, may look for the 

Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ, to change our vile 

15, 
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bodies, and &shion them like, unto His glorioiu Body, 
in which He liveth and reigneth with The0 and the 
Holy Spirit, ever One God, world without end. 
Ambn. 



ETERNAL God, who art faithful and true, and 
according to Thy gracious promises hast raised 
up a glorious Deliverer to us, who is the Lord our 
Righteousness : We beseech Thee to stir up the wills 
of Thy faithful people ; that/ bringing forth plenteously 
the fruit of good works, they may be a people prepared 
for the Lord. And we pray Thee, hasten His king- 
dom, when He shall reign, and prosper, and execute 
judgment and justice in, all the earth. Grant this for 
Thine infinite mercies' sake in Jesus Christ : To 
Whom, with Thee, Father, and the Holy Ghost,' be 
praise eternal. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, who didst give such grace unto 
Thy holy Apostle Saint Andrew, that he readily 
obeyed the calling of Thy Son Jesus Christ, and fol- 
lowed Him without delay : grant unto us all, that we, 
being called by Thy holy Word, may forthwith give 
up ourselves obediently to fulfil Thy holy command- 
ments, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amek. 
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ALMIGHTY and ev^r Uving God, vho, for the 
greater confirmation of the faith, di<bt suffer 
Thy holy Apoatle Thomas to be doubtful in Thy Son's 
resurrection : Grant us so perfectly, and without any 
doubt, to believe in Thy Son Jesus Christ, jbhat our 
faith in Thy sight may never be reproved. Hear us, 
Lord, through the same Jesus Christ ; to Whom, 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 

OGOD, who through the preaching of the blessed 
Apostle Saint Paul, hast caused the light of the 
Grospel to shine throughout the world : Grant, we be- 
seech Thee, that we, having his wonderful conversion 
in remembrance, may show forth our thankfiilness 
unto Thee for the same, by following the holy doctrine 
which he taught, through Jesus Christ ouf Lord. 
Amen. 

ALMIGHTY and ever living God, we humbly be- 
seech Thy Majesty, that as Thine Only-begotten 
Son waQ presented in the Temple in substance of our 
flesh, so we may be presented unto Thee with pure 
and clean hearts, by the same Thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen., 







ALMIGHTY God, who into Hie place of the 
traitor Judas, didst choose Thy faithful servant 
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Matthias, to be of the number of the twelve Apostles : 
Grant that Thj Church, being always preserved from 
&lse Apostles, may be ordered and gnided by faithfiil 
and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WE beseech Thee, O Lord, pour Thy grace into 
our heajrts ; that as we have known the incar- 

• • • / 

nation of Thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an 
angel, so by His cross and passion we may be brought 
unto the glory of His resurrection, through the^ same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast instructed Thy holy 
Church with the heavenly doctrine of Thine 
Evangelist Mark : give us grace, that being not like 
children carried away with every blast of vain doc- 
trine, we may be established in the truth of Thy holy 
Gospel, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY God, whom truly to know is ever- 
lasting life : Grant us perfectly to know Thy Son 
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life ; 
that following the steps- of Thy holy Apostles, Philip 
and James, we may stedfastly walk in the way that 
leadeth to eternal life, through the same Thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OLORD God Almighty, who didst endue Thy 
holy Apostle Barnabas with singular gifts of the 
Holy Ghost: leave us not, we beseech Thee, destitute 
of Thy manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use them 
alway to Thine honour and glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, by whose providence Thy servant 
John Baptist was wonderfully bom, and sent to 
prepare the way of Thy Son our Saviour, by preacbr 
ing repentance: make us so 'to follow his doctrine 
and holy life, that we may truly repent according to 
his preaching; and after his example constantly 
speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently 
suffer for the truth's sake, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, who, by Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
didst give to Thine Apostle Saint Peter many 
excellent gifts, and commandedst him earnestly to feed 
Thy flock : make, we beseech Thee, all Bishops and 
Pastors diligently to preach Thy holy Word, and the 
people diligently to follow the same, that they may re- 
ceive the crown of everlasting glory : Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GRANT, Merciful God, that as Thy holy Apostle 
James, leaying his father and all that he had, 
without delay was obedient unto the calling of Thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and followed Him : so we, forsaking 
all worldly and carnal affections, may be evermore 
ready to follow Thy holy commandments as he did, and 
witli him to lay down our lives for the testimony of 
Thy Truth : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, who didst give 
to Bartholomew and the other Apostles grace 
truly to believe and to preach Thy Word, and power 
to confirm it with many signs and wonders : Grant, we 
beseech Thee, unto Thy Church, to love that Word 
which they believed ; and both to preach and receive ' 
the same : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who by Thy blessed Son didst 
call Matthew from the receipt of custom, to be an 
Apostle, and Evangelist : Grant us grace to forsake all 
covetous desires, and inordinate love of riches ; and to 
follow the same Thy Son Jesus Christ, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, One God, 
world without end. Amen. 







EVERLASTING God, who hast ordained and 
constituted the services of Angels and men in a 
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wonderful order: MercifuUy^ant, that as Thy holy 

Angels alway do Thee service in heaven, so by Thine 

appointment they may succour and defend us on earth : 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God,, who didst inspire Luke the 
Evangelist to write in order the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus ' Christ ; Grant that we, being instructed 
in the certainty thereof, may most surely believe it, 
and eonform ourselves to the holy precepts and exam- 
ples of our blessed Lord and Saviour, who livetii and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, 
world without end. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast built Thy Church 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the head Comer-stone : 
Grant us to be so joined together in unity of spirit by 
their doctrine, that we niay be made an holy temple 
acceptable unto Thee : Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

a ALMIGHTY God, who hast knit together Thine 
elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 
mystical Body of Thy Son Christ our Lord : Grant us 
grace so to follow Thy blessed Saints in all virtuous 
and godly living, that we may come to those unspeak- 
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able joys which Thou ha«t prepared for those that un- 
feignedly love Thee : Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

ASSIST us mercifully, Lord, in these our sup- 
plications and prayers ; and dispose the way of 
Thy servants towards the attainment of everlasting 
salvation : that among all the changes and chances of 
this mortal life, they may ever be defended by Thy 
most gracious and ready help : Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

GRANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that the 
words which we have heard this day with our 
outward ears, may, through Thy grace, be so grafted 
inwardly in our hearts, that they may bring forth in 
us the fruit of good living; to the honour and praise 
of Thy Name : Through Jesus Christ our . Lord. 
Amen. 



DIRECT us, Lord, in all our doings, with Thy 
most gracious favour, and furthei' us with Thy 
continual help : that in all our works begun, continued, 
and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy holy Name ; 
and finally, by Thy mercy, obtain everlasting life : 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of all wisdom, who 
knowest our necessities before we ask, and our 
ignorance in asking : We beseech Thee to have com- 
passion upon our infirmities ; and those things which 
for our unwortbiness we dare not, and for our blindness 
we cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. . Amen. 



ALMIGHTY God, who hast promised to hear the 
petitions of those that ask in Thy Son's Name : 
We beseech Thee mercifully to incline Thine ear to 
us who have now made our prayers and supplications 
unto Thee ; and grant that those things which, we have 
faithfully asked according to Thy will, may eflFectually 
be obtained ; to the relief of our necessity, and to the 
setting forth of Thy glory : Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



OGOD, Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the Faithful, 
visit, we pray Thee, this congregation with Thy 
love and favour ; enlighten their minds more and 
more with the light of the everlasting Gospel ; graft 
in their hearts a love of the truth ; increase in them 
true religion ; nourish them with all goodness ; and 
of Thy great mercy keep them in the same, blessed 

Spirit : Whom, with the Father and the Son together,* 

15* 
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we worship and glorify as Ono (Jod, world without 
end. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hdst built Thy Church 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Proph- 
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Comer-stone : 
Grant that, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, all 
Christians may be so joined togethei* in jinity of spirit, 
and in the bond of peace, that they may be an holy 
temple acceptable unto Thee. And especially to this 
congregation present give the abundance of Thy grace ; 
that with one heart they may desire the prosperity of 
Thy holy Apostolic Church, and with one mouth may 
profess the faith once delivered to the Saints. De- 
fend them from the sins of heresy and schism; let 
not the foot of pride come nigh to hurt th^n, nor the 
hand of the ungodly to cast them down. And grant 
that the course of this world may be so peaceably or- 
dered by Thy govemaniee, that Thy Church may joy- 
fully serve Thee in all godly quietness : that so they 
may walk in th« ways of truth and peace, and at last 
be numbered with Thy Saints in glory everlasting : 
Through Thy merits, blessed Jesus, Thou gracious 
Bishop and Shepherd of our souls, Who art, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, One Goij, world without 
end. Ambn. 
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GRANT, we beseech Thee, Merciful Lord, to Thj 
fSedthful people, pardon and peace; that they 
may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve Thee 
with a quiet mind, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OGOD, whose never-failing providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth: we humbly 
beseech Thee to put away from us all hurtful things, 
and to give us those things which are profitable for us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

• 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who art always « 
more ready to hear than we to pray, and art 
wont • to give more than either we desire or deserve : 
pour down upon us the abundance of Thy mercy, for- 
giving us those things whereof our conscience is^ afraid, 
and giving us those good things which we are not wor- 
thy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord. Amen. 

OLORD, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity 
cleanse and defend Thy Church ; and because 
it cannot continue in safety without Thy succour, 
preserve it evermore by Thy help and goodness, 
through JesuQ Christ our I|Ord. Amen, 
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LORD, we pray Thee, that Thy grace may always 
prevent and follow us ; and make us continually 
to be given to all good works, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amev. 

T ORD, we beseech Thee to keep Thy household the 
Li Church in contmual godliness; that, through 
Thy protection, it may be free from all adversities, 
and devoutly given to serve Thee in good works, to 
the glory of Thy Name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

OGOD, our refuge and strength, who art the 
author of all godliness : be ready, we beseech 
Thee, to hear the devout prayers of Thy Church ; and 
grant that those things which we ask faithfully, we 
may obtain effectually, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this 
time with one accord to make our common sup- 
plications unto Thee ; and dost promise that when two 
or three are gathered together in Thy Name, Thou 
wilt grant their requests : Fulfil now, Q Lord, the de- 
sires and petitions of Thy servants, as may be most 
expedient for them ; granting us in this world knowl- 
edge of Thy Truth, and in the world to come life ever* 
lasting. Ame^, 
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NOTE, INTEODUOTION, Paob tvH 

As it is of some consequence to show that Knox's Liturgy held 
its place in the esteem of the Church down to the time of adopting 
the "Westminster Directory, we give a few of the parallel passages 
referred to in the text, indicating the frequent and special use that 
was made of that Liturgy in the Assembly's production. 

From the Thanksgiving after Baptism : 

Knox^} LrruBar. Bibbctiort. 

. . . We give Thee most bnmble . . . Acknowledging with all thank- 
thanks for Thine infinite goodness, ftilness . . . that He is good and gra- 
which hast not only nttmber^ ua cioas, not only that Be wumbereth tu 
amongst Th/y sainte, but also of Thy among Bis sadmts^ bat is pleased also 
ftee mercy dost call oar children unto to bestow upon our children this sin- 
Thee, marking them with this Sacra- gtUar token and badge of Bis love 
m.ent, as a singular token and seat in Christ. . . . 
of Thy love, .. . 

. . . Tliat Thou wilt confirm tiMs . . . and daily confirm, more and 

7%y favour m>ore and more towards more this Bis unspeakable Jhvour : 

OS, and take this infa/rU into Thfff that He would receive the infant now 

tuition and defence. . . . baptized . . . into Bis fatherly tuition 

cmdd^ence, . . . 

From the Exhortation at the Lord's Supper : 

... I separate from this Table all ... He is in the name of CMst . . . 

blasphemers, etc. . . . charging them to warn all such . . . thai ihey pro- 

. . . l^uU they presume not toprofa/ne sfwme not to corns to that holy Table, 
this most holy Table, 

. . . Neither yet is this pronounced . . . Invite all that desire to reach 

against such as istspire to a greater out unto a greater progress in grace 

perfecUon thcM they can in this pre* than they can yet attain unto. . . . 
sent life attain. 
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From the ConaecTatiHg Prayer : 

Knox'b Lititbot. DibxOxobt. 

. . . From fl^e bondage whereof . . . From which nsUhsr man or 

fiMtker man nor angel was able to angel vhu aible to deliver tM. . . . 
make lu/ree, . . . 

... To declare and wltneM beAire ... To profess that there Is none 

the world, that by Him alone we 'have other name under heaven by which 

received liberty and life; . . . that we can be saved, bat the namo of 

l>y Him alone toe have entrance to Jesus Christ ; by ithom alone tee re- 

the throne of Thy grace; that by oeive Uberty and H/e^have aeeeee to 

Sim alone we are poeseued in our the throne of grace^ are admitted to 

apirihMl kingdom, to eat and drink eat and drink at BU own Tables 

at Bit Table, etc. eta 



THE TABLE OF PORTIONS OP SORIPTtJRB. 

The orderly reading of Scripture in the public services of the 
Sanctuary, has always been enjoined and pract'ised among the Re- 
formed Churches. Not only one portion or chapter from each Tes- 
tament, as prescribed by the "Westminster Directory of "Worship, 
but generally several chapters, are appointed in the French, Swiss, 
and "Waldensian Churches, for the ordinary service of the Lord's 
Day. These lessons are read, not by the officiating ministers, but 
by a clerk, immediately before the commencement of the public 
prayers ; and the reading is always concluded with the Ten Com- 
mandments. The early editions of the Scottish Liturgy, or Book 
of Common Order, contain this direction: "Upon the days ap- 
pointed for the preaching of the "Word, when a convenient number 
of the Congregation have come together, that they may make fruit 
of their presence till the assembly be full, one, appointed by the El- 
dership, shall read some chapters of the Canonical Books of Scrip- 
turd, singing Psalms between at his discretion : and this reading to 
be in order, as the books and chapters follow, that so from time to 
time the Holy Scriptures may be read through. But upon special 
occasion, special chapters may be appointed." The same provision, 
in words very similar, was made a century later by the Divines of 
"Westminster : who, however, judiciously transferred this part of 
divine worship to a more central location in the service. In the 
selection of portions of Scripture hero given, it is not oontemplated 
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that any should strictly confine themselves to a conaecntive conrse 
of reading, as it will frequently appear advisable to select passages 
more suitable to the time or theme of discourse. But, on ordinary 
occasions, this, or some similar order, will be found convenient and 
profitable. 



THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE ON THE LORD'S DAT. 

Morning Seevice. The first of the Opening . Sentences consti- 
tutes the invariable exordium of all the Reformed liturgies. Other 
sentences have been added, with a view to variety. 

The Invitation, which is here put in Scriptural words, reads in 
the Calvinistic formularies, thus : " Brethreiij let each of you present 
himself before the Lord, to maJce an huwMe confessixm of his sinSj 
following in heart these words^ 

The Confession of Sin, conjposed by Calvin, occupies this place 
in all the Reformed liturgies, and the variations are but slight and 
merely verbal. , 

The Declaration of Forgiveness, in the form^ of a recital of Gos- 
pel assurances of pardon to the penitent, was used by the early 
Reformed churches in France and elsewhere, at the express recom- 
mendation of Calvin; who, however, for reasons thus stated by 
him, did not introduce this feature into the liturgy of Greneva^ 
"There is none of us," says he, "but must acknowledge it to be 
very useful that, after the general confession, some striking prom- 
ise of Scripture should follow, whereby sinners might be raised to 
hopes of pardon and reconciliation. And I would have introduced 
this custom from the beginning ; but some fearing that the novelty 
of it would give offence, I was over easy in yielding to them." 
The custom was, however, adopted in the church of Straaburg, 
from whose liturgy, prepared under Calvin's auspices, it was imi- 
tated, together with the preceding Sentences, Invitation, and Con- 
fession, by the compilers of the Anglican Book of Common Prayer. 

The Supplication is Calvin's Prayer before Sermon; and. the 
Thanksgiving which follows it, is by Knox. With this latter ex- 
ception, all the forms of this Morning Service are from the liturgy 
of the Genevan Reformer. 
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Othbe Forms, for the Morning Service. The Beatitudes, and 
the Summary of our Lord's Precepts, are here given as appropriate 
for occasional use instead of the Decalogue. The succeeding forms 
for the Confession of Sin, are those of Baxter, Knox, and Bucer. 
Of the forms of Thanksgiving, the first is from Baxter, the second 
from the American revision of the Directory of Worship (a. d. 
1187), and the third from the Liturgy of the Waldensian Church. 
The forms of Intercession are those of Knox, Baxter, and the Liturgy 
of Neuchatel (prepared by the Reformed theologian Ostervald). 

Evening Sebvice. The Presbyterian formularies of worship 
impose no special order for the second service on the Lord's Day. 
That service was originally devoted to the catechetical instruction 
of the young ; and the Minister in conducting it was left, to entire 
freedom of selection or composition. The prayers here furnished 
are taken from the various Reformed liturgies. The Invocation is 
Calvin's. The Litany, though modelled upon the ancient litanies, 
was prepared, as it here stands, by the Reformer Bucer, from whose 
" Reformation of Doctrine and Worship" it is translated. From this 
form the Litany of the English Prayer-Book is mainly borrowed. 
The Closing Prayer is by Knox. 

Other Forms, for the Evening Service. Baxter is the author 
of both the alternate forms of Invocation here given. It is from 
the Reformed liturgy prepared by that divine, that the several 
prayers attributed to him in this volume are taken. The General 
Prayers which follow, are respectively by Knox and Calvin ; the 
first and fourth b^ the former, the second and third by the lat- 
ter. Of the Closing Prayers, one is from Knox's Liturgy, another 
fix>m the Waldensian, and a third from the Reformed Dutch 
liturgy. 



THE MANNER OP CELEBRATING THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

TfflS form of service, established by Calvin, is substantially the 
same with that used at the present day in all the continental 
branches of the Reformed Church. The Consecrating Prayer is 
taken from the present Liturgy of Geneva. The directions for the 
administration are quoted from the Directory of Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church. The sentences of Scripture to be repeated 
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during the participation, are such as it is customary to pronounce 
on that occasion, in the French and Swiss Churches. 

Of the other forms for this Celebration, the first is from Knox's 
liturgy, the second from Baxter's, and the third from -the liturgy 
of the Reformed Dutch Church. 



THE I'ORM OF ADMINISTERINa BAPTISM. 

This is Calvin's formulary, completed by the insertion of the 
questions and covenant engagements required by the Directory of 
Worship ; and by the addition of the closing Thanksgiving, which 
was composed by Knox. 

The other forms of administering this Ordinance, are Knox's, 
Baxter's, and that of the Reformed Dutch Church. From the last 
source is also taken the succeeding Form of Baptizing Adult 
Persons. 

3^he Form of Admitting Baptized Persons to the Lord's Table, is 
from the Waldensian Liturgy ; the Preface being added from Is. xliv. 
The Benediction, as here given, occurs in the Neuchatel service for 
the same occasion. It forms part of the ordinary form of blessing 
appointed in the Book of Common Prayer ; but is original with Bu- 
cer, in his " Reformation," etc. 

The Reformed Churches recognize no mode of admission to church 
membership, other than by the administration of baptism. In the 
case of adults who have received that rite in infancy, the confirma- 
tion of their baptismal vows is ordinarily performed in public before 
the congregation. 



OCCASIONAL OFFICEa 



Obdbb of Service for a Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and 
Prater, The directions as to this service are quoted, as in all other 
instances so marked, from the Directory of Worship of the Presby- 
terian Church. The selection of Scripture forming the Preface, is 
taken from the French and Grenevan Liturgies. The passages indi- 
cated for the First and Second Readings, are those given in the 
Waldensian Liturgy for the same occasion. A selection somewhat 
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similar occurs in John Knox's servica The Opening Prayer is 
abridged from Knox's " Treatise of Fasting," drawn up at the re- 
quest of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1565, 
and published with authority. This Treatise, which contains forms 
for the observance of a special season of humiliation throughout the 
land, was in the Assembly of 1569 ratified for all future appoint- 
ments of a similar nature ; and ministers were enjoined " To use the 
Exercise accustomed in the Kirk of the first institution. Moreover, 
that all Superintendents and Commissioners of provinces shall here- 
after institute and use the same Order of Fasting, as oft as just oc- 
casion shall serve and shall seem meet by their godly wisdom, 
without any farther appointment by the General Assembly."* 

The beautiful form of a General Prayer here introduced, was com- 
posed by Calvin for the Church of Geneva, in the year 1541 ; " when 
Germany was infested both with war and pestilence." ^^FroBcor 
Hones quibus in its uterentwr, conscripsi." — CcUv. Ep, Perhaps no 
part of the Calvinistic ritual has obtained a wider currency. Knox 
transferred it to the Book of Common Order. The Puritan Prayer- 
Book published at London about the year 1510, appoints it to be 
used on a day set apart for Common Prayer. The Middleburgh 
Liturgy of 1602 presents the same form unaltered. Archbishop 
Grindal adopted it as a form of Prayer and Fasting for the Church 
of England in 1563. The several French and Swiss formularies 
contain it under its appropriate head ; and the Reformed Dutch lit- 
urgy, by a strange misplacement, has it as a " Prayer on the Lord's 
Day after sermon." "We have adopted Grindal's translation, sup- 
plying from the original a few omissions. 

Ordbe op Sbrvicb for a Day op Thanksgiving The prayer 
here given is extracted from the American edition of the Liturgy of 
Neuchatel, as adopted in the Huguenot Ctiurch at Charleston, S. 0. 



THE OFFICE FOR THE CONFIRMATION OP MARRIAGE. 

This form, chiefly compiled from tBe ancient Reformed offices, is 
that prepared by the Rev. Dr. Bethune, of Brooklyn, N. T., for 
the revised liturgy of the Reformed Dutch Church. 

* Book of the Universal Kirk of Scotland: Edinburgh, 1889, p. 116. 
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the burial of the dead. 

THB^arly practice of the Church of Scotland, with respect to the 
Burial of the Dead, has been variously stated. The impression 
seems to prevail, that all external ceremonies were positively for- 
bidden after the Reformation, whether at the church before burial, 
or at the grave. In fact, the First Book of Discipline, a. d. 1560, 
declares, " We think it most expedient that the dead be conveyed 
to the place of burial with some honest company of the Kirk, 
without either singing or reading ; yea, without any kind of cere- 
mony heretofore used, other than that the dead be committed to 
the grave with such gravity and sobriety, as those that be present 
may seem to fear the judgment of God, and to hate sin, which is 
the cause of death."* 

But the Book of Common Order, already published four years 
earlier, and then in force, as it continued to be for a century later, 
had, on the contrary, prescribed, that after the burial, *' The Minis- 
ter, if he be present and required, goeth to the church, if it be not 
fiur off, and maketh some comfortable exhortation to the people 
touching death and resurrection. "f 

Among the papers published by the "Wodrow Society, in the first 
volume of their Miscellany, is " The Form and Manner of Burial 
used in the Kirk of Montrose." This interesting document was 
found written on the fly-leaves of a manuscript copy of the Regiam 
Majestatem, which had beoQ transcribed by John Bannatyne, in 
1620. The form of burial is without date; but from the mention 
of " Minister or Reader" it was evidently in use before the year 
1681, when the office of Reader was superseded by act of General 
Assembly. 

This order of service is very simple. It is prefaced thus : " The 
body being reverently brought to the grave, accompanied with the 
congregation, the Minister or Reader shall say as follows."]: Then 
a long address, beginning, " Dearly beloved, when we look upon 
this dead corpse here present, with consideration that the like sen- 
tence of death is pronounced of God upon all flesh, it ought and 
should imprint in our minds the knowledge of our sinfulness : for, 
if we were without sin, death should have no power over us." The 

* Danlop^s Collection of ConfesBions, yoL IL p. 597. 

t Id., vol ii.. p. 468. ^ We have modernized the spelling. 
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exhortation Is closed with a prayer, introduced in these words* 
" This being done, the Minister shall pray in effect as follows." 
The prayer is almost identical with that of the English Burial Ser- 
yice, introduced at the time of the revision in 1652, and beginning, 
" Almighty God, with whom do lire the spirits of them that depart 
from this life in the ^th of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ," eta 

This ancient service closes with a remarkable Funeral Hymn ; 
one of those spiritual songs which are attributed to John Wedder- 
bum of Dundee and his brothers, and which are said to have great- 
ly assisted in advancing the Eeformation. It beginsi — 

" Our brother late we put in grave, 
And no doubt thereof bat* we have; 
But he shall rise at Doomesday, 
And shall immortal live for aye."f 

' The Liturgies of the Eefbrmed Churches on the Continent, sup- 
ply us with few examples of a service for Burial The danger of 
superstitious observances, at the period when those formularies 
were compiled, deterred Calvin and others from fiirnishing any 
prescribed order. It has always been customary to consecrate the 
last offices at the grave with prayer: but for even this, the French 
liturgy gives no form. 

Martin Bucer was the author of a service for the Burial of the 
Dead, which is to be found in Herman's Reformation of Colog^a 
This service the English Reformers partly foUowed. The selections 
of Scripture, from St John xi.. Psalm xc , and 1 Cor. xv., are there 
indicated. But Bucer's form possesses a merit of adaptation which 
is wanting to that of the Anglican Church ; for, in addition to the 
services for adults, there is an " Alia Goncio in Funere AdoUscerdis, 
vek AdolescefMaJ'^ The Anglican words of sepulture are taken 
from Bucer's ** Postquam sic visum est Omnipotenti Deo, ut huno 
fratrem nostrum pro su& misericordift ex hoc mundo sublatum ad 
se reciperet," etc. 

The present Form of Burial is borrowed from the revision of the 
Reformed Dutch liturgy, prepared by a committee under appoint- 
ment of the General Synod. The selection of Scripture is the best 
that we have seen. Three services are provided for : a short one 

♦ Grief. (?) 

t Miscellany of the Wodrow Society, Edinburgh, 1844, roL i. pp. 801-800. 
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at the house, a principal one at the church, and a form of inter- 
ment The several portions of Scripture provided, are appropriate 
to various ages and circumstances. The prayer concluding the 
service at the church, is from Jeremy Taylor ; it has been intro- 
duced into the American edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 



PUBLIC DISCIPLINE, ORDINATION, ETC. 

The Fobms of Public Discipline. The manner of proceeding 
with persons subject to ecclesiastical discipline is here detailed, as 
prescribed by the Directory of "Worship; and the form of public 
excommunication is quoted from the same authority. The address 
is from Knox's Book of Common Order, and the prayers from the 
Reformed Dutch liturgy. 

The Forms of Obdination are compiled from the Directory and 
the Reformed Dutch liturgy ; with the exception of the Ordaining 
Prayer, page 242, extracted from " The Form and Order of the 
Election of the Superintendent ; which may serve in Electing of all 
other Ministers ; at Edinburg, the 9th of March, 1569: John Knox 
being Moderator." 



SCRIPTURAL AND OTHER OCCASIONAL PRAYERa 

Scriptural Prayers. Nothing can be more commendable tbftn 
the use of Scripture language in prayer ; but that use should be 
reverent and judicious. The violent disseverance of passages of 
Holy Writ from their proper connection ; their forced application 
to irrelevant topics; the confusion of Oriental metaphors and 
poetic allusions : are defects too obvious for indication, yet apparent 
to a very wide extent in the " unwritten liturgy" of our pulpits. 
The language of the New Testffment is in general much more suited 
to appropriation for the purposes of public devotion, than that of the 
poetic portions of Uie Old. In those passages of the Epistles, more 
particularly, where the inspired writer e2:presses with distinctness 
the subject of his own supplications, we are furnished with ma- 
terial that may very properly be restored, from the form of narra- 
tive, to that of direct address, and so emplbyed in our own devo- 
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tions. In fact, by a combination of such passages, along with 
that divine prayer left us by our Lord, we possess an Inspired Lit- 
urgy, conceived, " not in the words which man's wisdom teachetb, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth:" a liturgy incomparably com- 
plete and beautiful, {t is, therefore, just matter of surprise, that such 
a use of Scripture petitions, in their natural sequence and designed 
application, should not have been recommended, in preference to 
an artificial " method of prayer" which has the sanction of such high 
names as Henry and Doddridge, and which consists in the agglom- 
eration of a vast number of distinct passages, brought into strange 
juxtaposition, in utter disregard of all the unities, and in utter vio- 
lation of all rules of taste. 

The Scriptural Prayers here given are chiefly from those pas- 
sages in the Apostolic writings, where an address to the Throne of 
Grace is expressed ; the only change being in substituting, as the 
object addressed, the second person for the third. The exceptions 
are, the forms of Confession, taken from the penitential Psalms, and 
from the prayer of Daniel ; and the forms of Adoration, being con- 
structed of passages that occur in Nehemiah, 1 Chronicles, and the 
Revelations. 

A Comprehensive Peater, chiefly in the words of Scripture. 
This fbrm of Adoration, Confession, Supplication, Thanksgiving, 
and Intercession, is quoted in full from the Draught of the Direc- 
tory of Worship of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
prepared in the year 1787 by a committee under appointment of 
the Synod. This Draught, though printed, and strongly recom- 
mended for adoption, was not accepted. It was drawn up by the 
Rev. Drs. John Rodgers, and Alexander Mac Whorter, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Alexander Miller and James Wilson ; and was ad- 
vocated, among others, by the late venerable Ashbel Green, D.D. 
While preserving the title of a Directory, this was, in fact, for sub- 
stance and form, a discretionary liturgy, akin to those existing in 
the Continental Churches. 

Sundry Occasional Prayers. The Morning and Evening 
Prayers are those of Calvin. These are succeeded by a short but 
most beautiful prayer for all men, extracted from John Norden*s 
"Progress of Piety," A. D. 1596. The prayer for Pardon and Help 
is translated from a service-book of the Greek Church. Following 
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are a number of prayers suited to various occasions, taken from the 
proposed revision of the Reformed Dutch liturgy. The prayer 
" to be used at Sea," has been prepared for this work by the Rev. 
C. S. Stewart, U. S. N. Appended is the prayer for civil authorities, 
from the Protestant Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. 

The Collects are short prayers, adapted to particular occasions, 
and designed to be introduced as may seem convenient, into the 
public services of the Church. Many of these prayers are of very 
early origin ; some of them dating as far back as the year of our Lord 
590, others still older, to the year 494; and a few have been traced 
to the year 483. The Collects here given are taken from the 
Book of Common Prayer of the Church of England, as revised 
in 1689 by the Royal Conmussioners appointed in the reign of 
"William and Mary. This revision was never completed, and in- 
deed the results of it have but lately become publia Tillotson, 
Patrick, Stillingfleet, Tenison, and other eminent divines of the 
day, took a prominent part in the debates. 

The Revised Liturgy of 1689, from which these Collects are 
taken, was prepared with a view to the satisfaction of the non- 
conformists, and the reconciling, as much as possible, of all differ- 
ences between them and the Church of England. To this end, the 
objections and demands which at various times had been offered by 
opponents of the Prayer-Book, were collected, and made the basis 
of a careful revision. It had been a special matter of complaint, 
in reference to the Collects, that many of them were too brie^ and 
not sufficiently scriptural, as to thought and expression. In these 
respects, as in others, the Commissioners sought to amend the 
various parts of the Liturgy ; and so liberal and judicious was the 
course pursued by them, that the eminent nonconformist Calamy 
gave it as his opinion,' that their scheme would have brought into 
the Church of England two thirds of the Dissenters. The cer- 
tainty, however, that these changes, though approved by the 
Court, and by a majority of the bishops, would be rejected by the 
lower house of Convocation, prevented an actual adoption of the 
reforms contemplated by the Royal Commission ; and their work 
remained under seal at Lambeth Palace, until, by order of the 
House of Commons, in 1854, it was published. 
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These Revised Collects have, therefore, a definite claim upon our 
regard, as prepared by some of the most pious and enlightened of 
the English divines, in express agreement with the views and re< 
quests of their nonconformist brethren. It would seem most fit- 
ting, that, after more than a century and a hal^ these prayers 
should be incorporated with a collection of the forms of worship 
that are peculiar to the Presbyterian Churches. 
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THE END. 
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